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160 Bank Street 
Burlington, VT 
k 802.859.0888 
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5pm to late 
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ST. PAUL STREET IS GETTING 
SOME. h\UCH-NEEC»EC> HAPROVEMENTS' 
THANK yOU EOR yOUR PATIENCE-, 
WE HOPE TO SEE yOU SOON' 
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IIS ST. PAUL ST. StoKiqqq AN\ERICANaAT6REAU.COM 



Call 866 - 80 -LOANS or apply 
online anytime at nefcu.com 


New England 
Federal Credit Union 


NEFCU- 

A great place 

to start! 


• Call us before you go house hunting 

• We'll help organize your "Game Plan" 
to get the best terms for your mortgage 

• Our experienced mortgage officers 
will get you pre-approved at no cost 
and with no obligation! 


Thinking about buying a 


home? 






Get cash back on business purchases and free processing of your first 999 items each month. Plus, for Small 
Business Online Banking customers, access your account 24/7 with FREE Mobile Banking and Online Banking. 
It's quite possibly the hardest working business checking account in Vermont. 
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1-800-322-5222 www.MBVT.com 
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One of our 34 convenient 1 

offices across Vermont 

Member FDIC 1 




WHAT CAN WE SAVE YOUR BUSINESS? 

HOW DOES Cb 

TIME AND MONEY SOUND? 


Rewards Checking for Business 
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AIR SCARE 


Burlington sought 
public input on 
Tuesday about a 
waterfront air show 
being planned for 
two years from 
now. Too bad the 
city's animals 
couldn't attend. 


“It’s never 
been this 
bad. Never.’ 

Charlie Auer 


No one died as a result of Lake Champlain's record rise this spring, but the 
flooding may yet claim one local casualty — Charlie's Boat House, also known 
as the Auer Family Boat House. The beloved family-owned snack shop 
and boat rental business at the northern end of the Burlington bike path 
suffered extensive damage, and its unclear when — or whether — it will 
reopen this season. 

Seven Days multimedia producer Eva Sollberger toured the still-sub- 
9 merged property with Charlie Auer for this week’s episode of her web 

video series, "Stuck in Vermont." “When you're by the lake, anybody by the 
lake, you've got this problem." says Charlie Auer. "But it's never been this 


Walking into Charlie's Boat House, which typically opens for the season on 
May 1. is like stepping back in time. An ancient cash register sits on the coun- 
ter, surrounded by fishing spears, memorabilia and a piano that Auer's mother, 
Ida, used to play during silent films. The instrument was partially submerged 
during the flood. 

Auer owns and runs the boathouse with his sister, Christine, Charlie turns SO this 
summery Christine will be 84 next week. "We would like to have work as long as we're 
healthy, stay right here,” he says. But "I don't know what's gonna happen." 

Watch Sollbergefs boathouse vid — and an episode about the boathouse that she 
filmed last summer— at sevendaysvt.com. 


Looking for the newsy blog posts? - 
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DEAD RIGHT 

Vermont's three U.S, 
lawmakers chose 
not to view pictures 
ofbin Laden's dead 
body. The better 
to sleep at night? 






MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


1. "Side Dishes: Holy Ole!" By Corin Hirsh. 

A new Mexican cantina is on Its way to 
Church Street in Burlington. 

2. "Home, Reinvented" by Megan James. 

A bam, a silo, and a shipping warehouse 
see new lives as some of Vermont's most 


3. "With Breath Testers in Doubt, Vermont 
Prosecutors to Toss Dozens of DUI Cases" 

by Andy Bromage. A Seven Days 
investigation finds a long list of alleged 
problems with breath testers. (Read this 
story in print on page 28.) 

4. ‘Like Health Care Reform? So Does the 
Vermont Workers' Center" by Kevin J. 
Kelley. How the Vermont Workers' Center 
successfully pushed health care reform 
— and became one of the states most 
important activist groups. 

5. "Water World" by Ken Picard. A flood- 
mitigation expert shares some of the dos 
and don'ts of drying out flooded homes. 


I tweet of 
the week: 


hFakeVermontNews 
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.find your style & fit at m 

dantormshoes 


family owned since 1978 


DanformShoesVT.com 
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The Fiji 
Summer 
Dress... 

Yoga 
Inspired 
Clothing & 
Accessories 


Locally owned. 



LARGE VARIETY OF GENUINE 
MOTOR SCOOTERS IN STOCK 

• 100-150 m 



SEVEN DAYS 

MAKING ASFLASH. 
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3R DanBolles 
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FEED&ac/c 

READER REACTION TO RECENT ARTICLES 


SEVEN DAYS SCOOP 

On May 14. I received a Faeebook update 
from the weekly paper that could and does, 
Seven Days, saying it would be publish- 
ing an article by Andy Bromage entitled, 
“With Breath Testers in Doubt, Vermont 
Prosecutors to Toss Dozens of DUI Cases.” 
Curious, I read the article and found it 


toss out serious DUI cases, sometimes by 
multiple offenders, due to malfeasance 
by an employee of the health depart- 
ment Wanting to look further, I used the 
Burlington Free Press search. The only arti- 
cle was by Nancy Remsen on April 27, out- 
lining a requested change by the Shumlin 
administration to move calibration of the 
DUI testers from the health department to 
the department of public safety. A minor 
mention was given about the fact that an 
employee was accused of improperly ad- 
justing the test equipment used in the DUI 
test. Remsen did cite an earlier article by 
Seven Days, noting it had the first report of 


vork kind 


this controversy'. Rem 
the problem as a muni 
of issue without much 

The truth is. Seven Days is right. It 

rested for DUI may be released because 
the equipment used was in error. What is 
also bad is that those who are not legally 
under the influence may have been ar- 
rested, fined or lost their license because 
of faulty test equipment. In other words, 
they were denied due process under our 
Constitution. While I support heavy DUI 

TIM NEWCOMB 


consequences, I also recognize that in a 
rural state like Vermont, with little public 
transportation, a lost license can be the 
difference between the “working poor” 
and welfare. Releasing multiple offenders 
because of faulty test equipment is unac- 
ceptable. The technician and the health 

issue must be fired. 

I worked in a standardized test lab for 
15 years. I know the importance of accu- 
rate, verifiable test equipment, traceable 
to recognized national standards. An error 
in this equipment transfers exponentially 
down the trail. I have talked to police of- 
ficers in the past about speed-measuring 
equipment, and the attitude has been cava- 
lier, to say the least. The faulty equipment 
may not have started on Shumlin’s watch, 
but his response determines whether he 
is comfortable with denying due process. 
The fact that it took a whistleblower and 
a lawyer to bring this out only proves that 
Vermont has the best justice system money' 
can buy. Whoever has the money gets jus- 
tice. Another point: Why is the Burlington 
Free Press so far behind the eight ball on 
this story? Is Seven Days hungrier or just 


Editor’s note: McLaughlin’s letter is a 
response to this week’s cover story, which 
Seven Days published online last Friday. 






JAIL SUCKS 

As a criminal defense attorney, I should 
be well qualified to write in response to 
the letter by Alicia Wallace, “Too Easy 
on Inmates” [Feedback, May 11, re: “Is It 
Cheaper to House Vermont Inmates In or 
Out of State? It Depends," April 20]. In it 
she states that we should “remove the in- 
centives for inmates to go back to prison." 

I have good news for you, Ms. Wallace: 
If you want prospective criminals to hate 
prison, guess what? They already do. They 
hate it like poison, and will do anything — 
anything very short term, mind you — to 
stay out. Prison not only sucks; it sucks 
beyond the average person’s ability to 
imagine. Most people cannot imagine a 
life without privacy, much less living in a 
starkly Hobbesian society. 

If Vermont has to spend $40,000 to 
$55,000 per inmate per year, I assure you, 
it’s not to lavish “luxuries” on the inmates. 
It's because humans are ingenious in look- 
ing for ways to escape confinement, and 
fiendishly ingenious in destroying fellow 
inmates’ lives and making trouble for 
those charged with guarding them. What 
few pleasantries — and they are very few 
— prisons may have are necessary incen- 
tives to reward good behavior and prevent 
a fall into despair for those who can be 
salvaged. 

Thomas Niksa 

ST. AL8ANS 


SUPPORT THOMAS DRAKE 

I am reading with awe and shock the 
update regarding whistleblower Thomas 
Drake [Fair Game, May 4], who was a 
high school classmate of mine at Burr and 
Burton Academy in Manchester, Vt., in 
the mid-’70s. His dad, Bill, was our his- 
tory teacher there. After reading about 
Tom’s troubles with the National Security 
Agency, I am stunned to learn that such a 
quiet, kind and thoughtful guy has ended 
up in this situation, trying to do the right 
thing. As I look at his youthful face in the 
75 edition of our yearbook, I’m taken by 
the quote under his photo: “Things that 
are seen are transient, but things that are 
unseen are eternal!” Truer words were 
never spoken. I intend to keep current on 
this case via the blogosphere and send him 
my support. Please read up on the case 
and consider doing the same to support 
a fellow Vermonter being taken to task by 
our own government for speaking out. 

Ruth Miller 
RICHMOND 


A BOOKSTORE OWNER 
RESPONDS 

I wish things in the world were so black 
and “write” as Harry Bliss seems to think, 
as he responded to Robin Ingenthron’s 
assertions [in “Print Versus Pixels," April 


13] about the evils of manufacturing 
those nasty e-readers [“Bye-Bye, Books,” 
Feedback, April 20], 

I wonder if Harry would have “pub- 
lished five New York Times best sellers” if 
he was trying to reach that exalted height 
on an e-reader? Last time I looked, or read 
his books, he was an illustrator. I am trying 
to imagine a world of beautiful art digi- 
tized on an iPad “app." I am also weary of 
the unending demonizing of people who 
disagree, even if they are wrong. 

I am a book lover, and I “collect [my] 
reads like trophies,” including a couple 
of Harry's, but I may sell them on eBay 
so Harry won’t throw up on me, or just 
recycle them to reduce my polluting ways. 
However, there are certainly significant 
environmental issues with those devices, 
and if Harry thinks one of his e-readers 
with 94,000 copies of Infinite Jest is going 
to last as long as one of my books, then 
he is being ridiculous. I think all those 
e-readers, and any toxic metals in their 
components, ending up in the landfill 
will cement the notion of planned obso- 
lescence, just like those ridiculous tele- 
phones people buy every six months or so. 
Where do you people think all that junk 
is going to end up? Leaching into your 
groundwater, no doubt. 

Mike DeSanto 

MILTON 

DeSanto is the owner of 
Phoenix Books in Essex. 


"MODERN WORLD" WELCOME 

I was so happy to see “This Modem 
World” in the comics section. The best 
political strip in the country, hands down. 
There is really nothing funnier or more 
absurd than American politics today. 
Personally, I think it's more accurate to 
learn about current events through the 
filter of humor. Humor isn't partisan; it’s 
an equal opportunity ridiculer. 

Josh Schlossberg 
EAST MONTPELIER 
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SAY SOMETHING! 




For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


Call 656-0013 or 

fax 656-0881 or email 

VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 


VACCINE 

STUDY 


• 1 Screening visit 

• Single dosing visit with 
follow-up visits 

• Now screening 

• Compensation up to $1,070 
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E^DIANT 


Low cost, energy efficient heating systems 
for new construction and retrofit 


• The most energy efficient on the market. 

• Less expensive than other systems. 

• Simple DIY or contractor installation. 

• A lifetime investment that pays for itself. 


',sRadiantec 


A VERMONT BASED COMPANY SINCE 1979 

Toll-free: 800-451-7593 


radiantsolar.com* 


P.O.BOX 1111 
LYNDONVILLE,VT 05851 


radiantec.com 


ROCK &REV EVENT 


DUCATIVERMONT 
Join us for our 

ROCK & REV EVENT 

Demo Rides • Mini Road Races 

Motorcycle Exhibit... featuring the $72,000 Ducati Desmosedici 
Fishtail Track School Racers • Free Italian Feast 
Afternoon concert with Chad Hollister Band 
Saturday, May 21, 9am-4pm 

; • GIVEmfliS • KIDS ACTIVITIES • BIKE WASH FOR CHARITY ^ SUZUKI 


TENT SALE 

THE BIG ONE 

BENNINGTON POTTERY • FURNITURE 
GLASSWARE • DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES 

bennington 
potters 


N 


RTH 

1 1 


MAD SAVINGS IN THE TENT, PLUS 

20% OFF 

STOREWIDE 

FRI MAY 20 10 am-8 pm I SAT AMY 2 1 10 am-6 pm I SUN MAY 22 1 1 am - 5 pm 

127 COLLEGE STREET, DOWNTOWN BURLINGTON 863-221 
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Don’t f orget to 
check out our name 
contest at 

theshoeshopvt.com. 

Deadline is May 25. 



“On the Marketplace" 

38 CKurcK St. • 862-5126 
tKeslioeskopvt.com 
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Sun llam-6pm 





“We knew it would 
be busy at the weekend, 
but it rolled into Sunday, 
Monday, Tuesday. 

We did 459 Restaurant 
Week menu meals. 

We definitely had some 
people who hadn’t 
been in here before.” 


“We had a lot of people coming from far away — 
Waterbury Center, Richmond, Burlington — and 
for the first time, because of Restaurant Week. 
Some days we doubled the number of people 
we served at the same time last year.” 


“I went to four different restaurants during Restaurant 
Week. The only rule was I needed to go to a place I’d never 
been to before. It was a joy to go Michael’s on the Hill... 
He’s a very talented chef...It was really nice to live a little.” 


"It was a great week 
for the Foodbank. Our 
name was everywhere 
leading up to the event 
and during the week, so 
we’re really grateful 
to Seven Days and the 
sponsors for putting 
the word out there. We 
just got the check in the 
mail, and we’re pretty 
surprised at the size.” 


Verx^nt Federal 

CREDIT UNION presents 
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Shoo, Fly 

Each year, the true harbingers of spring arrive at 
Adamant’s Sodom Pond — not spring peepers, not flower 
buds, but bloodthirsty flies that proceed to plague the 
residents, instead of trying to fight them, the intrepid 
villagers celebrate the little buggers with the annual 
Adamant Blackfly Festival. This buzz-worthy affair 
features a campy parade, blackfly fashion show and live 
music. Mosquito netting is a must. 


Influence 


ONGOING 

Wide Angle 


Laugh Attack 

There's a reason physical comedian Michael 
Trautman also goes by "The Ping-Pong Guy." 
After being the toast of Vermont Vaudeville's 
spring show last year, Trautman taps into 
his repertoire of juggling shenanigans, 
magical illusions and other tomfoolery in a 
solo show, Head in the Clouds, this Saturday. 
Your funny bone Is in for a workout. 


© 
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Can’t Hardly Weight 




N SEASON ON VERMONT POLITICS BY SHAY TOTTEN | 


Don’t Read This Campaign Email 
(Wink, Wink, Nudge, Nudge) 


T he reelection campaign of 
Gov. peter shumlin has added a 
lengthy disclaimer to its emails 
in response to claims it illegally 
solicited money from registered lobby- 
ists during the legislative biennium. 

The disclaimer first appeared last 
week at the bottom of an email titled 
“Getting Tough Things Done," which 
touted three of the governor’s legislative 
accomplishments, including progress in 
reforming the state’s health care system. 

The disclaimer reads: “This e-mail is 
not intended for any registered lobbyist 
or registered lobbyist employer with the 
State of Vermont. If you are a registered 
lobbyist or registered lobbyist employer 
with the State of Vermont, do not read 
this e-mail. Instead please notify the 
sender that it was improperly delivered 
and return the original transmission to 
info@shumlinforgovernor.com.” 

The warning is sandwiched be- 
tween Shumlin's signature and a giant 
“DONATE” button. 

You’ve heard the phrase “burn after 
reading,” right? 

No word yet on whether any lobbyists 
received this latest Shumlin solicitation. 
jesse bragg, the Vermont Democratic 
Party's executive director, said the 
Shumlin email list has been scrubbed of 
all known lobbyists. 

Shumlin has said he will not accept 
money from any lobbyist who responds 
to one of his campaign emails, even 
though Shumlin continues to — wink, 
wink — claim there really isn’t a reelec- 
tion campaign going on. Tell that to the 
folks shelling out big bucks to attend an 
in-state Shumlin fundraiser hosted by 
environmentalist and Democratic donor 
crea lintilhac on Thursday night. 

Vermont law forbids lawmakers and 
the governor from soliciting and accept- 
ing money from lobbyists, or their em- 
ployers, during the legislative biennium. 
State law does allow Shumlin to accept 
donations from lobbyists as long as they 
are unsolicited — a caveat that doesn’t 
apply to lawmakers. 

Earlier this year, an unknown number 
of lobbyists received two separate fun- 
draising emails issued by Shumlin’s 
campaign. That prompted Vermont 
Republican chairwoman pat mcdonalo to 
file a complaint with Attorney General 
bill sorrell, a Democrat, to investigate 
whether Shumlin violated the law in 

Within days of McDonald’s 


complaint, the Vermont Democrats 
filed a similar complaint about former 
Republican Gov. jim douglas, who solic- 
ited lobbyists via snail mail during the 
2009 legislative session. 

Deputy Attorney General mike 
mcshane tells “Fair Game” that the AG’s 
office received the complaints, but 
wouldn't say how long the office will 
take to investigate the concerns. 

For her part, McDonald told “Fair 
Game” she’s happy the governor’s cam- 
paign staff put the disclaimer in the 

“Glad to see that the governor, as, 1 
am sure, others are paying attention,” 
said McDonald. “Only suggestion on the 
fundraising email would be to put the ‘do 
not read’ comment at the top. Otherwise 
very pleased to see the note.” 


SO MANY VERMONT POLS 
ARE RUNNING AFOUL 
OFTHELAW. 


Secretary of State jim condos, a 
Democrat, agrees with McDonald that 
the “do not read” line might be better 
placed at the beginning of the letter — or 
struck entirely. 

Perhaps Lt. Gov. phil scott should 
take note. 

On April 25 — the same day that 
McDonald sounded the alarm about 
Shumlin's emails — Scott sent out a letter 
on campaign letterhead inviting people, 
including lobbyists, to a special event at 
the Wayside Restaurant in Berlin. 

“Although it’s not quite time to 
launch another statewide campaign, I 
do need to continue to spread my mes- 
sage of common-sense leadership to 
Vermonters,” Scott wrote in the letter. 
“Your support now will put me in a good 
position to do that.” 

Scott, too, had a disclaimer at the 
bottom of the letter noting that Vermont 
law prohibited him from accepting con- 
tributions at the event because the legis- 
lature was still in session. He neglected 
to note that he can’t solicit money, either. 

And once Shumlin’s letter became 


a news item, Scott took a closer look at 
his own mailing list and determined — lo 
and behold — his was also sent to lobby- 
ists. Whoops! 

So he issued a second letter inform- 
ing folks that this was not a campaign 
event and to ignore the previous missive. 

“We shouldn’t have sent it,” said 
Scott. The irony, of course, is that Scott’s 
campaign manager last year was ... Pat 
McDonald. Small state, eh? 

Condos said he’s not sure why so 
many Vermont pols are running afoul of 
the law. 

“With all due respect to the people 
who say there is a gray area, if you look 
at the statute, there is a lot of explicit 
language in there,” said Condos. “I think 
what is happening is that people are for- 
getting about it, quite frankly.” 

Historically, the AG's office hasn't 
fined in-state campaigns for violations. 
Maybe more memories would be jogged 
if it did. 

GOP on the Go 

Gov. Peter Shumlin isn’t just sending 
emails about his legislative victories. 
He's putting a lot of miles on the guber- 
natorial cruiser, making personal ap- 
pearances all across the state. 

His victory tour caught Vermont 
Republicans flat-footed — until House 
Minority Leader don turner (R-Milton) 
called a Monday press conference to 
announce the GOP response. Legislative 
Republicans plan to launch a statewide 
tour this summer to drum up public 
support for their own budget-cutting 
ideas. As a bonus they hope to inspire a 
new crop of candidates to run in 2012, 
in an effort to chip away at the super 
majority currently enjoyed by legislative 
Democrats. 

Lt. Gov. Phil Scott, a fellow 
Republican, hosted the Republican Party- 
sponsored presser in his Statehouse 
office. He and other GOP leaders dissed 
Dems for their reliance on raising taxes 
and shifting general-fund dollars away 
from the education fund and increasing 
the statewide property tax by a penny — 
moves they warn could lead to property- 
tax increases down the road. 

As “Fair Game” noted last week, Scott 
doesn’t see his role as the GOP voice of 
opposition. On Monday, Scott told re- 
porters that, despite his public silence, 
in cabinet meetings he regularly spoke 
out against health care reform and medi- 
cal marijuana dispensaries. 



= GOTATIPFORSHAY7SHAY@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


But Scott said he agrees with Shumlin 
on many issues, especially the gov’s op- 
position to raising income taxes. 

“When I hear about the possible 
increase in the income tax or increase 
in the sugar tax or other consumption 
taxes, I think it’s a dangerous 
path to go down,” said Scott. ^ ( 

Scott said he would do H 
all he could to help the GOP ® 


n for 


office, adding that he believes one-party 
rule isn't good for government — no 
matter which political party is in charge. 

Guess what? 

One party has pretty much been the 
“rule,” not the exception, in Vermont. 

According to State Archivist Gregory 
sanford, a single political part}' has 
ruled both the legislative and executive 
branches 128 times since 1854. Since 
1963, when a Democrat was elected 
governor for the first time in more than 
a century, Republicans have controlled 
both chambers and the governor’s office 
12 times; the Democrats, seven. 

Mayors, Mayors Everywhere 

A new name has emerged as a pos- 
sible candidate in the 2012 Burlington 
mayor’s race: Chittenden County State’s 
Attorney t.j. donovan. 

Donovan isn’t the source of the 
rumors; rather, it’s a group of Democrats 
who are anxious to find a candidate who 
can recapture the mayor’s office after 
almost 30 years of Progressive rule. 
Donovan, a hometown boy, is respected 
across the political spectrum. 

Democratic Reps, mark larson and 
jason lorber are exploring mayoral bids, 
as is Councilor joan shannon (D-Ward 
5). 

Though Donovan has statewide po- 
litical ambitions — he’s toyed with runs 
for lieutenant governor and attorney 
general — being the mayor of Burlington 
would give him decent exposure in the 
state’s largest media market. It certainly 
worked out well for former mayor and 
now U.S. Sen. bernie sanders. 

If Donovan enters the race, he’d 
likely knock out all the other Dems 
and possibly Republican kurt wright, 
too. Donovan’s tough-on-crime reputa- 
tion would likely take votes away from 
Wright. 

Progressive Mayor bob kiss still 
hasn’t said he won't run. And if he does, 
he’ll likely have to survive a caucus chal- 
lenge. City Progs expect to pick their 


mayoral and city council candidates by 
early fall. 

Donovan’s chances will have a lot 
to do with how the public responds to 
the results of his long-awaited criminal 
probe of Burlington Telecom. 

With or without indict- 
ments, Donovan's digging 
is believed to have forced 
the resignation of Chief 
Administrative Officer 
Jonathan Leopold. The “man behind the 
curtain” is resigning at the end of June. 

No Progressive Pulpit 

It’s no secret the Burlington Free Press 
has it in for Mayor Bob Kiss. As “Fair 
Game” has noted, the Freeps tends to 
write about Kiss only when it's bad 
news and ignores the mayor when he’s 
calling attention to some city success. 

Now City Progressive Party 
Chairwoman abby russell is intimating 
— in an op-ed on VTDigger.org — that 
the city’s paper of record is refusing to 
publish her “My Turn” op-ed defending 
Progressive management of city hall 
and many city programs. 

Russell penned the “My Turn" in re- 
sponse to an op-ed by Rep. Jason Lorber, 
in which he called on voters to “clean 
house” in the next mayoral election. She 
submitted the piece three weeks ago. 

“Instead of publishing my op-ed, the 
paper ran a “My Turn’ in line with their 
view that Burlington Telecom should be 
shut down,” wrote Russell in her Digger 
piece. “A truly ‘free press’ should pub- 
lish all sides, not just the ones it agrees 

No word yet from the Freeps on 
whether it plans to run Russell's op-ed. 

If it’s anything like her Digger piece, 
the Burlington daily should have no 
problem slapping it on the page. While 
Russell lauds a variety of Progressive- 
led programs, she never mentions Kiss 
byname.® 
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local matters 


Two High-Speed Chases and an Armed Standoff: 
Who’s Behind Vermont’s Recent Wrongdoings? 


L ast Sunday morning’s press 
release from the Burlington Police 
Department had an all-too-familiar 
ring: The night before, on May 14, 
43-year-old James Gagner allegedly led 
Burlington police on a high-speed chase 
through the Old North End in a stolen car 
before hitting a tree and fleeing on foot. 
Although no one was injured inthecrash and 
the suspect was taken into custody without 
incident, Gagner was already wanted on 
two outstanding warrants, including one 
for violent offenses: unlawful restraint 
and aggravated domestic assault. The 
reason for his other warrant: escape from 
furlough supervised by 
the Vermont Department 
of Corrections. 

the latest in a string 
of high-profile crimes 
perpetrated by offenders who were out on 
furlough — that is, on supervised release 
from correctional custody. At a time when 
the Vermont DOC is facing both political 
and budgetary pressures to release more 
low-level, nonviolent offenders back into 
their communities — S. 108, which passed 
the Senate last month, would give the DOC 
even more authority to furlough offenders 
— a number of those individuals have 
gone on to commit more violent, headline- 
capturing offenses. Does this represent 
a statistical blip, or a trend that warrants 
g closer examination of the furlough process? 
£ Consider some of the crimes committed 
Si recently by furlough escapees: On Tuesday, 
g March 22, Robert Berard held Richmond 
S police at bay for seven hours in an armed 
^ standoff after he locked himself in a trailer 
and refused to surrender. Berard, 29, had 
been released from prison in February after 


serving time for a violent home invasion in 
Colchester, but quickly violated the terms 
of his release. Police eventually stormed 
the house and found Berard dead of a self- 
inflicted shotgun wound. 

On April 26, Jeffrey Raymond Davis of 
Johnson was shot by Vermont state troopers 
while he led them on a high-speed chase 
on 1-89 — from Barre to Williamstown, 
at speeds exceeding 90 miles per hour 
— during which, police say, he rammed 
several police cruisers. Davis, 27, already 
had a history of trying to elude the cops. In 
January 2010, DOC officials say, he walked 
away from furlough and was sentenced to 
an additional 10 to 12 
months behind bars. 

“We know that 
this is not an isolated 
incident for him, 
rather a pattern of 
behavior,” Major Walter Goodell, of the 
Vermont State Police, told WPTZ News. 
“We’re thankful that Jeffrey Davis’ actions 
did not place more people in danger or 
injure more troopers more seriously or 
members of the public more seriously." 

On May 10, Brian Aubuchon of Randolph 
was arrested by police in Springfield, Mass., 
in connection with a May 9 robbery of 
the Mascoma Savings Bank in Hartland. 
Aubuchon, 34, was already wanted as an 
escapee from furlough stemming from a 
2010 robbery in Braintree. Although his 
arrest last week didn’t turn up a weapon, 
Aubuchon allegedly told bank tellers that 
he had a gun. 

Do these and similar cases cast an 
unfavorable light on who is being set free? 
Commissioner Andrew Pallito claims no. 
Although high-profile crimes committed 
by repeat offenders are bound to attract 


media attention, he points out that they 
actually reflect only a tiny percentage of 
the total number of individuals released 
from DOC custody each year. Moreover, he 
says, the percentage of criminal court cases 
involving offenders under correctional 
supervision has been steadily declining 
in recent years, from 24 percent six years 
ago to 17 percent today. "We’re always 
watching the data, and [the percentage has] 
really dropped off,” Pallito asserts. 

DOESTHIS RECENT SPATE 
DFCRIMES REPRESENT 


A STATISTICAL 
BUR OR A TREND 



It should be noted that when police or 
the DOC report an individual has “escaped” 
from furlough, that doesn’t mean an inmate 
has absconded in a laundry truck or scaled 
a prison wall. In fact, an offender on 
furlough is already living and working in 
the community and must abide by the terms 
of release set forth by the DOC. Typically, 
that means no drug or alcohol use, regular 
check-ins with a probation and parole 
office, set times when the prisoner must be 
at home, random house checks, and so on. 


Moreover, as Pallito explains, there are 
several ways an offender may be living 
in the community: under correctional 
supervision, or on probation, parole or 
preapproved furlough. In the cases of 
probation and preapproved furlough, the 
sentencing judge determines the criteria 
for that individual’s release — that is, the 
timing and conditions under which the 
offender may be released. For parolees, the 
parole board sets the conditions. 

Only in cases of furloughed inmates 
does the DOC get to spell out the criteria 
for the offender’s release. 

In most cases, Pallito contends, his 
department does a “pretty elaborate risk 
assessment” of an offender’s likelihood of 
reoffending, though he admits, “It’s not 
100 percent perfect.” Moreover, as Deputy 
Commissioner Lisa Menard explains, even 
in furlough cases, the DOC has limited 
latitude as to when an offender may be 
released if he or she has already served the 
statutory minimum sentence. 

For example, the DOC can justify 
holding an inmate who’s eligible for 
furlough for only two reasons: One, if the 
department can demonstrate that the 
inmate poses a “clear and identifiable risk 
of harm to a specific person.” Two, DOC 
can deny furlough if it can prove that the 
offender’s level of risk cannot be adequately 
managed within the community. 

“We have both the authority and the 
liability to manage people’s risk, and we’re 
a department that’s experienced a lot of 
pressure on our budget,” Pallito says. “For 
the last 20 years we’ve put a lot of pressure 
on probation and parole offices to keep 
people moving through the system, but 
there’s a lot of resistance pn communities]. 
So, it’s a balancing act.” 
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That "balancing act" involves the courts 
as well. If the DOC overrides an offender’s 
furlough request, the burden of proof is 
on the department to prove the inmate 
shouldn’t be let free. “We get ruled against 
by the courts ffequendy,” Pallito says. 

Consider, for example, the case of 
convicted sex offender Michael Potter of 
Quechee, who was sentenced to 20 years 
in prison for attempted murder and lewd- 
and-lascivious conduct in a 1997 attack. 
Potter spent an additional 19 months 
behind bars because, the DOC argued, 
he didn’t have state-approved housing to 
qualify for release. However, in July 2010 
a judge ordered him released. 

“Not a nice guy,” Pallito acknowledges, 
“but we had to let him out because the 
court ordered us to let him out.” Just 
weeks ago, he adds, Potter violated his 
conditions of release when he was found 
with pornography on his computer. 

Part of the problem, explains Deputy 
Commissioner Menard, is that more 
than 70 percent of the individuals under 
correctional supervision come into the 
system with a history of substance-abuse 
problems. And, as with most people who 
struggle with addiction, it typically takes five 
or six attempts before a person gets clean, 
she says. In the Richmond police standoff 
case, for example, Berard was known to have 
struggled witii substance-abuse issues and, 
as Pallito notes, was found in “a place where 

As a result, an “escapee" may simply 
be an offender who’s “on a bender for 
24 hours” and doesn’t answer the door, 
Menard says. In the past, the DOC would 
automatically get an arrest warrant and 
immediately notify the National Crime 
Information Center. 


“But the state police weren't happy 
with that. It wasn’t an efficient use of their 
time,” she says. Today, Menard notes, the 
DOC will allow offenders a bit more time 
before starting that process, depending 
upon their offense. Once offenders sober 
up, they usually turn themselves in. 

“Then again, if we go to your house and 
it’s empty, your suitcases are gone, and the 
landlord says you moved out, you’re going 
to get a warrant right then and there, no 
fooling around," she says. 

What do local police agencies 
say about the job the DOC is doing 
managing its furloughed offenders? 
While none was willing to go on the 
record openly criticizing the work the 
DOC is doing, several officials did say 
that they’ve struggled to get adequate 
information about DOC clients in 
their community, as well as adequate 
and timely notification when those 
individuals go missing. 

Burlington Police Deputy Chief Walt 
Decker says his department has “a very 
robust relationship with the Department 
of Corrections about channeling 
information in a timely manner.” In part, 
he attributes that working relationship to 
the volume of people in Burlington who 
are under DOC supervision. 

Decker couldn’t comment specifically 
on Gagner’s case or how the details were 
communicated to his officers, as he hadn’t 
reviewed the case yet. 

“But if the Department of Corrections 
is looking to have a greater number of 
individuals under supervision in the 
community," he adds, “then it's going to be 
critical that they have the resources they 
need to adequately manage and supervise 
the persons in their custody.” © 
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local matters 

After the Flood? Lots 
of Carp, Construction 
and Mosquitoes 


L ake Champlain’s historic flood- 
ing is having broad, varied but 
still-undetermined effects on 
many Vermonters who live, 
work or play on or near the sixth-largest 
body of freshwater in the United States. 

And, as with any disaster, there will 
be at least a few winners along with 
many losers as a result of the lake’s dra- 
matic enlargement. The flooding is likely 
to boost a couple of segments of the 
state’s economy, just as it will benefit a 
few kinds of plants, animals and insects. 

Here’s a rundown of some of the ex- 
pected outcomes: 

fish — A bigger lake provides expanded 
habitats for fish, with populations of 
carp and pike in particular likely to 
swell this spring, says Mike Winslow, 
staff scientist for the Lake Champlain 
Committee. “We’ve seen pictures of carp 
spawning on what used to be someone's 
lawn,” Winslow reports. 

The recent alewife die-off around St. 
Albans and the Lake Champlain Islands 
had to do with the lake’s temperature — 
cold! — not the flooding, he says. How 
quickly the water 

do with “solar influx” 
than water volume, 

Winslow adds. 

What humans per- 
ceive as an extreme 
event is probably no big deal — evolution- 
arily speaking — for Lake Champlain’s 
denizens, scientists suggest. “Fish are 
pretty well adapted to high-flow events,” 
says Eric Palmer, director of fisheries for 
the state’s Fish & Wildlife Department. 
“I wouldn’t expect a dramatic impact 
from this kind of flow." 
pollution — “A huge phosphorus load” 
has been flushed into the lake along with 
the tons of soil to which the chemical fer- 
tilizer is bound. Palmer says. But wider 
blooms of algae are not necessarily more 
likely as a result, cautions Eric Smeltzer, 
a scientist with the Department of 
Environmental Conservation. In past 
years, algae eruptions in sheltered sec- 
tions of the lake, such as Missisquoi 
Bay, have killed fish and even dogs and 
rendered the water hazardous for swim- 
mers and boaters. 

“A lot of the phosphorus will be 
sedimented to the bottom of the lake 
or washed out through the Richelieu 


River,” Smeltzer notes. The extent of 
algae blooms will be determined mainly 
by factors other than the current flood 
— particularly by weather patterns this 
summer, he adds. 

sewage — Burlington came within inches 
of experiencing a sewage backup of a 
sort never seen — or smelled — before, 
reveals Steve Goodkind, the city’s public 
works director. 

“If the water had gone three or four 
inches higher,” he says, the sewage- 
treatment plant “would not have been 
hydraulically able to handle it. The 
sewage would have backed up into the 
plant. Where it would have gone isn’t 
entirely clear.” 

bugs — It’s going to take a lot of bug spray 
to shoo the quantity of mosquitoes ex- 
pected to hatch this spring. Maybe black- 
flies, too, suggests Michael Sabourin, 
president of the Vermont Entomological 
Society. Mosquitoes thrive in standing 
water, of which there will be plenty as 
the lake recedes. Blackflies are attracted 
to fast-moving water. There’s plenty 
of that, too, due to massive snowmelt 
and incessant rains, 
Sabourin observes. 

The populations 
of some types of 
nonobnoxious in- 
sects may decline in 
the coming months, 
he adds. That’s because high water 
has submerged plants they rely on for 
sustenance. 

urban farming — Many of the dozen or 
so farms in Burlington’s Intervale are at 
least a couple of weeks behind schedule 
due to the Winooski River’s inability to 
empty into the swollen lake, says Travis 
Marcotte, director of the nonprofit 
Intervale Center. No infrastructure has 
been damaged there, however, and the 
center was able to harvest trees from its 
nursery — via canoe, Marcotte reports. 

Adam’s Berry Farm has suffered 
more from the inundation than have the 
Intervale's other ag operations. That’s 
because his plants are perennials and 
cannot be resown for harvesting this year, 
explains berry man Adam Hausmann. 

Hausmann figures he could lose 
as much as 30 percent of his annual 
income as a result of the damage done 
to his strawberry and raspberry bushes. 
They've been flooded on four occasions 
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in the past eight months, he notes. 

Hausmann and some other Intervale 
farmers have been "having discussions 
about the fact that we do farm on a flood 
plain,” he reports. Some of his fellow 
farmers plan to plant different crops this 
spring and to leave some pieces of land 
uncultivated, he says. 
energy — All this water should be good 
for hydropower, right? Wrong, says 
Dottie Schnure, spokeswoman for Green 
Mountain Power. 

Along with the exceptionally high 
flow on the state’s rivers has come an 
inordinate amount of debris, Schnure 
notes, causing GMP’s eight hydro plants 
to be shut down periodically. They gen- 
erate as much as 8 percent of the power 
the utility sends to its customers — and 
at a lower cost than any of GMP’s other 
sources, Schnure says. 

With rivers now flowing clear, all the 
hydro turbines are running normally, she 

Where will the driftwood go? Bill 
Kropelin, chief forester at the McNeil 
Generating Station in Burlington, says he 
anticipates the waste-wood depot there 
will eventually receive large quantities 
washed ashore by the flooding. It will 
come mainly from Chittenden County's 
local public works departments, al- 
though "John Q. Citizen is also able to 
bring it in.” Kropelin cautions that the 
wood has to be untreated and unpainted; 
“the remains of someone's deck will not 
be accepted.” 

recreation — The flood has washed away 
beaches, trees and some structures 
along Burlington's shoreline, says Parks 
and Recreation Department chief Mari 
Steinbach. 

North Beach remains closed more 
than two weeks after its scheduled May 1 
opening date, she notes. The bathhouse is 
partly submerged, and the boardwalk and 
seawall have been destroyed. Damage 
is extensive at Leddy and Blanchard 
beaches as well, Steinbach adds. 




As much as one-quarter of the 
Burlington lakefront bike path’s 7.5- 
mile length may have been at least 
partly eroded, she calculates. The Lake 
Champlain causeway, which connects 
Burlington with Grand Isle via a sum- 
mertime bike ferry, has been washed 
away in several sections, says Local 
Motion membership coordinator Adele 
Dienno. The ferry’s long-term future is 
uncertain, she says. 


Waterfront Park, built on landfill, 
is saturated from the high water table 
and heavy rainfall, Steinbach says. The 
Community Boathouse listed as the 
lake rose, leading Vermont Gas Systems 
to close its connection there, but the 
23-year-old structure appears stable, 
Steinbach says, noting that divers will 
soon inspect its mooring. 

The Community Sailing Center had 
to vacate its premises alongside the 
sturdy, if ugly, Moran Plant, which does 
not seem to have sustained damage, 
Steinbach adds. 

construction — If anyone stands to ben- 
efit from the recent deluge, it’s build- 
ers. “A lot of contractors will be put to 
work," suggests Joe Sinagra, director 
of the Home Builders and Remodelers 
Association of Northern Vermont. 

Sinagra thinks Gov. Peter Shumlin’s 
estimate of some 600 homes destroyed 
or damaged by the lake's rise is prob- 
ably “a low-end figure,” noting that it 
will cost about $3000 to dry the base- 
ment of his own home in St. Albans. “1 
bet there are dozens, if not hundreds, 


of homes like mine that aren’t in- 
cluded in the governor's estimate,” 
Sinagra says. 

Smeltzer, the state environmental 
scientist, expresses hope that those 
with damaged retaining walls will 
rebuild with rocks, vegetation and en- 
vironmentally benign materials rather 
than concrete. The historic high water 
may further inspire some homeowners 
to undertake preventive work, Sinagra 

“You've got to call in a professional 
to deal with mold and mildew,” he de- 
clares, “because it can be deadly.” 
transportation — Ferry service to and 
from Charlotte remains suspended 
because the dock in Essex, N.Y., is 
underwater, says Heather Stewart, op- 
erations manager for Lake Champlain 
Transportation. 

When will trips resume? “Tell me 
how much sunshine we’ll get,” Stewart 
replies, “and I’ll give you an answer.” 
The big boats currently pyling the 
waters of Lake Champlian are the Spirit 
of Ethan Allen III and the Northern 
Lights, two privately operated cruise 
vessels. 

Flooded parts of the company’s 
Perkins Pier operation require em- 
ployees to wade around in hip boots, 
Stewart says. Breakwater Cafe & Grill 
is submerged, but the optimistic opera- 
tions chief assures that “it’s all fixable.” 
Sometime in the coming weeks, Stewart 
predicts, “people will be sipping mar- 
garitas there.” 

What’s it going to cost to fix? “We’ve 
not even started to make an estimate,” 
she says. M 

Stewart’s take on the flood might § 
serve as wise advice for others, close by § 
and far from Lake Champlain: “We try < 
to work with Mother Nature,” she says. 5 
“You're not going to beat her. You’re cer- ° 
tainly not going to fool her.” © 
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Feedback 


WHITE LIKE ME 

[Re: ‘In Burlington, a Racially Charged 
Investigation Raises Questions About a 
Principal's Departure," May 4]: I am a 
white woman who has been welcomed 
into an extended Somali Bantu family since 
2004, when they arrived as refugees. Eight 
of the kids are or were Barnes students. I 
empathize with the ferocity of a mother 
who feels her child of color has been 
treated unfairly because of his race. Parents 
of children of color have surely had many 
experiences of bias, and when they tell us 
something has gone wrong, we really have 



As white people who do not often wit- 
ness racial bias (unless we have children, 
friends or family of color, and, in Vermont, 
many do not), we may find racism hard to 
imagine or believe. We can get defensive in 
the face of people of color’s hurt and anger 
instead of listening. But even in a school 
where children are loved and supported, 
all it takes is one incident to erode trust and 
wound. Every child deserves to be safe, 
g Barnes teachers have treated the New 
£ American kids I love with respect and 
in thoughtfulness, and the kids are happy in 
g school. But bias happens. When it does, 
5 we need to resist the pull to polarize and 
learn how to do better so that every child 
is cherished. As white people, we need to 
remember that the misbehavior of white 
p children is never in danger ofbeing blamed 
!G on their race. I would like that to be the 
o same for all kids. Let’s use every incident to 
2 try and understand each other better, 
g Lauren Berrizbeitia 

BURLINGTON 


| MINORITY MENTALITY? 

2 White racism, so-called, is not behind 

3 every incident at every school in which a 
complaint is made that a child is somehow 
discriminated against [Re: “In Burlington, 
a Racially Charged Investigation Raises 
Questions About a Principal’s Departure,” 

^ May 4]. Sometimes an incident is fabri- 
< cated or made up out of whole cloth due 
g to the persecution complex of the parents, 


who have foisted race hatred of whites on 
their child. 

It has been seen that some parents of 
all races will actually train a child to show 
symptoms, for example, of ADD, to get that 
all-popular Supplemental Security Income 
check for the child. How much more valu- 
able for a cabal of educators who have 
ganged up on a “minority” child and hu- 
miliated that child to pay and pay and pay. 
Drive them from their jobs! The weirdness 
of the mentality of the minority parent in 
this case is something that should not be 
catered to. And with all the emphasis on 
“mental health” services these days, how is 
it that minority hatred and confabulation of 
incidents is not treated as a mental illness? 

Ron Ruloff 
BURLINGTON 


NOTHING RACIST ABOUT IT 

The article [“In Burlington, a Racially Charged Investigation Raises Questions About 
a Principal’s Departure,” May 4] talks about Abi Sessions’ decision to step down as 
the principal of the Sustainability Academy. The article is noteworthy because her 
decision happens to coincide with a recent controversy at the school. A 7-year-old 
boy accidentally wet himself on the playground; the school scolded him, grabbed 
him roughly and sent him outside, without a coat, to clean up. His mother, Jaquana 
Tyler, believes that her son was treated this way because he is African American. 
The poor child is probably embarrassed enough that he had an accident in public, 
but now his mother has turned it into a public spectacle. Perhaps it was a somewhat 
harsh way to deal with the situation, but racist? I doubt it Honestly, I have not seen 
any evidence, besides Tyler’s personal opinion, that this was the result of racism. The 
main flaw that I see with Tyler’s allegations is the target itself; the school. According 
to the article, almost a quarter of Barnes students speak English as a second language; 
collectively, the students speak 17 different tongues. Also, the school had a ceremony 
that resulted in 19 immigrants becoming U.S. citizens. Simply put, if you are racist or 
bigoted, this is not the place where you really want to work. If I hated those of a race 
other than my own, why would I work at a school that encourages diversity? 

Richard Regimbal 
SW ANTON 


JUST A COINCIDENCE? 

I disagree with Abi Sessions' claim that her departure from the position of principal 
at the Sustainability Academy at Lawrence Barnes is unrelated to an incident involv- 
ing a young African American boy having “a pee accident on the playground” [“In 
Burlington, a Racially Charged Investigation Raises Questions About a Principal’s 
Departure,” May 4], It seems strange that, after claiming that her position as princi- 
pal was a “dream job,” she suddenly decided that she is no longer qualified to work 
with such a “racially diverse" group of students. Furthermore, it is strange that her 
decision to leave coincides with an investigation of the “pee” incident 

In the middle of January, a 7-year-old boy was roughly taken from his class by a 
staff member and forced to grab a bucket and sponge and go outside in the freezing 
cold without a jacket, sobbing, and clean up a urine stain from the ground. It’s ridicu- 
lous, and his mother knew it. If I were in her position, I would be writing an angry 
letter, as well. I wouldn’t necessarily say that this one incident was fueled by racism, 
but Sessions’ departure truly is. At the height of a racially charged investigation, she 
conveniently decides that she's unfit to teach racial diversity. What else could it be, 
if not racism? 

Stanley Blow III 

SWANTON 

Blow and Regimbal are both Uth-grade journalism stu- 
dents atMissisquoi Valley Union high school. 


COOL CARBS 

[Re: “On a Roll," May 4]: [Evie Michaelson’s] 
treats are extraordinarily delicious, and she 
is a delight. Yum. 

Dianne Hanlon-Druyff 

SHELBURNE 


STOP USING THE T WORD 

In “Show Us Your Papers!” [Fair Game, 
May 4], Shay Totten shines the light on the 
recently defeated amendment that would 
have explicitly excluded undocumented 
workers from Vermont’s new universal 
health care system. However, I’m con- 
cerned that the article might leave some 
readers thinking that dairy farmers could 
access the H-2A visa program but are just 
choosing not to. There is no visa program 
available to dairy farms. Thus, we have be- 
tween 1200 and 1500 undocumented work- 
ers sustaining Vermont’s dairy farms, who 
are community members in need of health 
care like the rest of us. I’m also concerned 
about the use of the words “illegal” and “il- 
legal immigrants" in this article and more 
broadly as part of the recent debate about 
whether the undocumented should have 
access to Vermont's health care system. 
This isn’t a matter of being politically cor- 
rect; rather, words matter. They shape our 
thoughts and inform our perspectives. 
We need folks at Seven Days and in the 
Statehouse to understand that "illegal” 
in reference to immigrants has become a 
highly racialized and politicized word, and 
it's impossible to separate it from the Lou 
Dobbs of the world who use it to criminal- 
ize and dehumanize a community of people. 
No human being is illegal. In Vermont, we 
have an opportunity to find new language 
to have new conversations about immigra- 
tion. I want to ask Seven Days to be a leader 
in doing this by being the first newspaper 
in the state to “Drop the I-word” by signing 
a pledge at colorlines.com/droptheiword. 

Brendan O'Neill 
UNDERHILL 

O’Neill is coordinator of the Vermont 
Migrant Farmworker Solidarity Project. 


PRESERVATION ISNT 
THE PROBLEM 

Recent letters to Seven Days confuse dis- 
satisfaction with Burlington Department 
of Zoning and Planning’s Mary O’Neil with 
criticism of historic preservation [“Problem 
With Preservation?" “Seven Days is Anti- 
Preservation,” Feedback, May 11]. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. Many of 
us who believe in historic preservation are 
frustrated with the damage Mary O’Neil is 
doing to our city every day. The problem is 
that Mary O’Neil's brand of historic pres- 
ervation consists of her myopic view that 
only two or three design ideas constitute 
all that represents historic preservation, 
and there is no need to balance anything 
else when considering projects under her 
purview. Far from working with applicants 
for a zoning permit to address preserva- 
tion issues while respecting other ordi- 
nances, or God bless, common sense, she 
demands adherence to the three things she 
remembers from a course she once took 
on preservation, and nothing else matters. 


It is no secret that it is the way she treats 
residents seeking to improve their homes 
and neighborhoods, not any disrespect for 
historic preservation, that is causing the 
city to remove her authority to enforce her 
myopic views on applicants whose prop- 
erty is not actually on the state list of his- 
toric sites. Anyone who has struggled to get 
O'Neil to be consistent or truthful under- 
stands why Alan Newman referred to his 
dealings with her as “Kafkaesque” [“The 
Preservation Police,” September 22, 2010]. 
The quality and value of Burlington’s hous- 
ing stock, the quality of life for Burlington 
residents, and the attitude of Burlington 
residents toward City Hall can only be 
improved by Mary O’Neil's departure from 
the city's zoning office. I think it’s time to 
make a general city tax increase as difficult 
to get as a zoning permit here. Maybe then 
the mayor will start to listen to Burlington’s 
citizen’s objections to Mary O’Neil and her 
distorted brand of historic preservation. 

Alan Bjerke 

BURLINGTON 


SEVENDAYSVT.COM/BLURT = 


Two More Enviro Groups Seek to 
Intervene in VT Yankee Lawsuit 

Two more environmental groups are seeking to inter- 
vene in Entergy’s lawsuit against the state of Vermont. 
The Conservation Law Foundation of Vermont and the 
Vermont Public Interest Research Group filed motions 
in U.S. District Court in Burlington last week, follow- 
ing a similar petition from the antinuclear citizens group New England Coalition. 

Entergy is suing the state to remain operational until 2032, as allowed by a 20- 
year license extension recently granted by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
Last week, the company asked a judge to deny NEC's request to intervene, arguing it 
would “needlessly inject collateral, time-consuming issues into the case while open- 
ing the floodgates to requests to intervene by other Vermont Yankee opponents." 

VPIRG and CLF Vermont believe they do have a role to play in this case. 

“This is an important case that will decide the direction of our energy future,” 
says Chris Kilian, vice president and director of CLF Vermont “CLF and VPIRG 
will support the state of Vermont in its efforts to uphold Vermont law and ensure 
that the people’s voice and vision for their energy future will prevail over the inter- 
ests of out-of-state polluters." 

Hearings on the merits of Entergy’s lawsuit — whether Vermont has legal 
authority to effectively shut the plant down in 2012 — are slated for October. 
Meanwhile, Entergy is seeking an injunction to keep Vermont Yankee open and 
running as long as its lawsuit is pending. Arguments on that request are set for 
June 23 and 24 in Brattleboro. 

SHAY TOTTEN 


Vermont Officials 

EheMeuijjorkCitnca Challenge NY Times Report 
on Captive Insurance 

Vermont's captive insurance industry qualifies as one of the state’s economic-devel- 
opment success stories. But a recent report in the New York Times raises questions 
about the wisdom and sustainability of that achievement. 

With 919 firms headquartered mostly in Burlington, Vermont’s captive insurance 
sector is the third largest in the world. Only the offshore financial havens of Bermuda 
and the Cayman Islands have attracted more companies of this kind. Captives, which 
are subsidiaries formed to provide insurance to their parent companies, account for 
an estimated 1400 jobs in Vermont — mainly in banks, law offices and accounting 
firms — and nearly $24 million in taxes. And unlike some big employers, the industry 
produces no pollution. 

That pretty picture was smudged, however, by a front-page story' in the Times on 
May 9, in which critics compare captives to the "shadow banking system that con- 
tributed to the financial crisis.” Could debt-laden captives in Vermont and elsewhere 
find themselves without enough money to pay future claims, the article asks. 

Vermont insurance regulators are responding with a resounding "no.” The state 
official charged with oversight of the captive insurance sector says the Times story 
exaggerated the supposed dangers, misconstrued standards of secrecy and failed to 
recognize the rigor of Vermont’s regulatory process. 

The captives “pose no additional risk to policyholders,” says David Provost, 
deputy commissioner of the Department of Banking, Insurance, Securities and 
Health Care Administration. Provost notes that Vermont has rejected applications 
by captives that weren't "wrapped up the way everyone wants it done.” It’s not a “slam 
dunk,” he says. 

BISHCA’s Dan Towle adds, “They want to be regulated by us. When someone forms 
a captive, they're putting their own capital at risk, so they want close regulation.” 

KEVIN J. KELLEY 
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A Pair of Pianists Finds That Four Hands 
Are Better Than Two 



M odern grand pianos, with 
their cast-metal frames and 
cross-strung bass notes, 
offer both concert-hall 
volume and enormous expressive range. 
But they became widespread only a hun- 
dred years ago. So it's hard for pianists 
to know exactly how pre-20th-century 
composers, many of whom never heard 
their works played on such powerful in- 
struments, intended their music to sound. 

South Burlington pianist elaine 
greenfield has illuminated some of that 
mystery when it comes to the intimate, 
lucid works of the French impression- 
ists, a group of late-19th-century com- 
posers that included Debussy, Ravel and 
Faure. She and her piano-duo partner, 
Arizona State University music profes- 
sor Janice Meyer Thompson, decided 
to play the impressionists on the same 
type of piano the composers favored: the 
French-made Erard, which went out of 
production in the early 1900s. 

Greenfield and Thompson, who per- 
form as the TRANSCONTINENTAL PIANO DUO, 

located an 1877 “extra-grand modele de 


concert” Erard at the Frederick Historic 
Piano Collection in Ashburnham, Mass. 
In a nearby church, where the nonprofit 
transfers its instruments for concerts 
and recordings, the duo recorded some 
of the impressionists’ works for four 
hands on the restored instrument. 
French Piano Four-Hands With the 
Elegant Erard (1877) was released by 
Centaur in January. 

While it’s impossible to cart the Erard 
they used up to Burlington, Greenfield 
and Thompson will play selections from 
the recording on a modem Steinway 
at St. Paul’s Cathedral this Friday. 
Dubbed “Steinway ‘B’ (1927) Meets the 
Elegant Erard (1877),” the concert is 

part of CATHEDRAL ARTS EVENING/WEEKEND 

series. Following intermission, the 
duo's recording engineer, Christopher 
Greenleaf, will play excerpts from the 
CD, and the pianists will repeat them so 
that audiences can compare the sounds. 

“It’s quite a different sound. Do you 
hear how clear the top [register] is?" 
enthuses Greenfield, 67, over the sound 
of the recording. She is seated at one of 


the two Steinway 
grands arranged 
side by side in her 
living room, where 
she also gives 
private lessons. 

Unlike modern 
pianos with then- 
uniformity of reg- 
ister, Greenfield 
says, the Erard 
has “a different 
characteristic for 
each register. The 
middle almost 
sounds like a 
French horn; it 
almost becomes 
flutelike. Way down 
at the bottom, it's almost like brass.” 

That’s because the Erard has a com- 
posite metal frame instead of a single, 
cast piece, and parallel, not cross-strung, 
strings, according to the piano collec- 
tion's cofounder, Patricia Frederick. 
She adds that the Erard, which was the 
official piano of the Conservatoire de 


Paris, has 90 keys rather than the now- 
standard 88 — two more in the bass. 
When asked how modern performers 
handle compositions that include those 
missing notes, Frederick explains with a 
laugh that “modem pianos are so muddy 
in the base, it doesn’t matter!” 

The prospect of hearing and watching 


The Season’s Last Blast of Minimalism 
§ Comes to the FlynnSpace 

0 BY PAMELA POLSTON 
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people can 

gle like Brian 
Johnson. Or, perhaps, 
would even aspire to. 
the Cambridge, 
musician excels 
playing the simple 
jeometric noise 
niaker — and every 
percussion 


percussion is at the 
center of Johnson’s 
concert this Friday 
at the FLYNNSPACE, 
augmented by am- 
plifications, prere- 
corded tape loops, 
silent film and, at 
times, a couple of 
other humans. 


The cheekily titled show, "Maximum 
Minimalism," is a response to the mini- 
malist theme prevalent at the Flynn this 
season. “At the beginning of the year, I saw 
what was being programmed and said, 
‘Hey, I could do a whole concert,”’ Johnson 
says. “That’s what I can do.” 

He played “a lot of this kind of music 
in New York City” in the 1980s, Johnson 
adds, when he was living in Hartford, 
Conn. He had attended the Hartt School, a 
conservatory in West Hartford, and spent 
several years as an artist-in-residence at 
an experimental arts center called Real 
Art Ways. Johnson was indeed maximally 
immersed in minimalism, at a time when 
critics — and the public — were still 
scratching their heads over the sounds 
produced and recorded by John Cage. The 
minimalism and "chance music” pioneer 
was “endlessly defending his compositions 
as music,” Johnson says. 

His own five-piece concert this week 
will reflect the influences of composers 


and experimental filmmakers Johnson 
met and worked with at the time; it will 
“exemplify the methods of sound explora- 
tion that came to be called minimalism," he 

In other words, expect pulse patterns, 
drones, microtonal pitch collisions, tape 
loops and other ways of minutely manipu- 
lating the acoustic qualities of nonpitched 
instruments. “I told arnie [malina, Flynn 
artistic director], ‘My concert will make 
Philip Glass' music sound like nursery- 
school music,”' says Johnson. He doesn't 
hold back his disdain for that near-iconic 
composer, who performed solo as well as 
with Lucinda Childs Dance at the Flynn in 

Those more deeply invested in avant- 
garde arcana will recognize the name of 
Phill Niblock, director of New York City’s 
Experimental Intermedia — “a heavy-duty 
new music and media series, basically,” 
explains Johnson. The Niblock films col- 
lectively called The Movement of People 


GOT AN ARTS TIP? ARTNEWS@SEVENDAYSVT.COM =■ 


two people play one piano will be as 
much of a draw as the concert’s histori- 
cal aspect. “It’s choreography,” says 
Greenfield with a smile. "Each person 
goes into all the areas of the piano, [so 
we’re reaching] above, under, every- 
thing. Each time we play together, it’s 
like relinquishing your space. 

“But it has to sound like one pianist,” 


and lets you know what you’re striving 
for, because that’s what the composer 
heard,” she explains. 

But she’s hardly the piano-play- 
ing equivalent of a Constitutional 
originalist. 

“What you bring to it [as an individual 
artist] is really important,” Greenfield 
declares, citing virtuoso Glenn Gould as 


IT'S CHOREOGRAPHY. 



ELAINE GREENFIELD 


she adds, “so you have to agree on what 
you’re getting — articulation, dynam- 
ics, etc.” Thompson and Greenfield 
have had lots of practice: They met at 
Vermont’s adamant music school in 1990 
and began playing four-hand two years 
later. French Piano Four-Hands is their 
third recording together. 

Greenfield, who has also recorded 
solo Debussy preludes on a 1907 
Bliithner and performed Brahms on 
an 1846 Streicher, is interested in the 
insights historic pianos can give into 
composers' intentions. “It informs you 


someone who “broke all the rules” in a 
way that was always really interesting. 

“Composers just give you the music 
to work with,” she says. “If you listen, 
you know what to do.” © 


0 "Stemway B‘ (1927) Meets the Elegant 
Erard (1877): Friday. May 20, at 7:30 p.m. at 


Working will provide a silent visual back- 
drop at the concert. “These are beautiful 
films he’s made of people throughout 
the world laboring,” Johnson says. “The 
minimalist aspect is, the same reactions 
are repeated, over and over” by workers 
in countries all around the globe. Johnson 
will perform Niblock’s piece “Timps in E,” 
accompanied by a recording of same by 
Jan Williams many years ago. Prepare to 
listen acutely to “a very small vein of sonic 
occurrence” in the key of E. 

This will segue directly into Johnson's 
own composition, “I Tend Towards the 
East” The live performance explores 
the acoustic properties of amplified sus- 
pended cymbal and voice, he describes. 

And then, that triangle. Back in 1987, the 
composer Alvin Lucier wrote a solo piece 
on the instrument, called "Silver Streetcar 
for the Orchestra,” just for Johnson. When 
Lucier retires next year from teaching 
at Wesleyan University, Johnson says, 
“I'm going to play that piece for him.” 
Meanwhile, Johnson will demonstrate the 
triangle's surprising sonic versatility to 
the FlynnSpace audience Friday night. 

Without giving everything away, suf- 
fice it to say that the final two pieces 
bring in other drums and mallet-struck 
instruments — xylophone, orchestra bells, 


marimba and vibraphone — as well as more 
film images and live players jeff Salisbury 
and Howard kalfus. Oh, and “there may be 
some interlude music of mine that I made 
for dance,” Johnson suggests cryptically. 

Johnson, 58, is a distinctive regular 
presence at the FlynnSpace; tall, with 
long, salt-and-pepper hair and expressive 
eyebrows, he’s managed the venue since 
it opened more than a decade ago, and 
exercises his bartender muscles during 
intermissions. But his own public perfor- 
mances — other than as timpanist for the 
Vermont symphony orchestra — are rare. 
So are, for that matter, percussion-only 
concerts. But if his music is minimal, 
Johnson notes, the setup is not. A “lot of 
technology” has come together for this 
show, he says, which has entailed prepar- 
ing recordings and transferring old films 
and videos to DVD. “People should come 
just to appreciate all the work that’s been 
done,” he advises. It’s the least one could 
do.® 
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Fostering Creativity since 1998 


Come find it! 
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1000’s of Perennials 
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titty °A selection of Hanging baskets. 
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Good News Garage 

A Program of Lutheran Social Services 

Good News Garage is now open to 
the public for quality car repairs. 
Schedule a repair: 802.864.3667 x25 

Donate a car: 

www.GoodNewsGarage.org 
or call 877.GIVE.AUTO 
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June 4th, 2011 

10:00am to 6:00pm 

UNION STATION, l MAIN ST. 

Burlington, VT 

Vermont's indie craft fair featuring over 40 
crafters, artists, and designers. Offering an 
assortment of unique, handmade goods. 
Shop local. Shop handmade! 

«*m FREE ADMISSION! 

www.queencitycraft.com 


Top Soil • Mulch • Compost -Bulk or Bag . Delivery available 

It's Planting time! 

Check out our 

Flowering Shrubs, Trees & Evergreens 
Pansies, Bedding Plants & Vegetables 

available in 6 padts or discowitedflatsoftS plants of same 


All 472 " pots of annuals, geraniums 
and proven winners, ON SALE 
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A Collaborative 
Program Celebrates 
Jewish Heritage 


BY MEGAN JAMES 

M ost people pay 
rent in dol- 
lars and cents; 

Vermont’s 

counterpoint chorus pays 
its rent in song. For the last 
two years, Montpelier’s t.w. 

WOOD GALLERY & ARTS CENTER has 

given the singers rehearsal 
space in exchange for an 
annual benefit concert there. 

This year, the chorus teams 
up with tim tavcar, director 

of WORDSTAGE. A CHAMBER MUSIC 

theater, to celebrate Jewish American 
Heritage Month with an evening of 
Yiddish and Hebrew folk songs and 
stories. 



PEOPLE GET UP AND 
DANCE THE HORA. 


The songs, many of which emerged 
from the villages and shtetls of Eastern 
Europe and America from the mid-19th 
through mid-20th centuries, celebrate 
everyday village life — work, 
love, children and Jewish 
holidays — as well as the 
Jewish people’s resistance 
and perseverance in the face 
of persecution. Counterpoint released 
a recording of the songs in 2004 called 
When the Rabbi Danced, and performed 
many of them earlier this month at the 
Rutland Jewish Center in honor of the 
center’s 100th anniversary. 

The Wood show will feature solely 
a cappella arrangements. “We’re not 
doing the stuff where people get up 
and dance the hora,” says Counterpoint 
director Nathaniel lew. The songs cover 
about a century of Jewish life in Eastern 
Europe, ranging from folk songs 
poking fun at girls who are desperate 
to get married to bleak songs from the 
shtetls. Many are well known, including 
“Hatikva,” the Zionist song that became 


Hil 


Israel's national anthem. “It’s a fervent 
kind of song, full of longing to return [to 
Israel],” says Lew. 

The program concludes with the 
emotional “Zog Nit Keynmol,” which 
was written in Poland’s Vilna Ghetto 
during the Holocaust and became the 
unofficial anthem of survivors. 

Between musical acts, Tavcar, a 
former publicity director for the Wood 
(he lives part of the year in Cleveland 
but still coordinates special events for 
the gallery), will bring to life Tevye the 
dairyman, the jovial father figure most 
people know from the musical Fiddler 
on the Roof. Tavcar’s Tevye, however, 
comes straight from Sholem Aleichem’s 
Tevye and His Daughters, the 1894 fic- 
tional memoir that inspired the musical. 

Tavcar will perform two stories, 
which take the form of letters from 
Tevye to Aleichem. The first recounts 
Jewish village life at the turn 
of the century: Tevye struggles 
to sell his butter and cheese 
and to marry off his seven 
daughters to reliable hus- 
bands. The stories showcase Tevye’s 
sense of humor, Tavcar says, “not laugh- 
out-loud, screamingly funny, but very 
gentle, philosophical humor.” 

The second piece was written later, 
after the Russian pogroms and World 
War I. “It’s a paean to the indomitable 
Jewish spirit in the face of adversity,” 
says Tavcar.© 
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Dear Cecil, 

I took a geology class not long 
ago and read about a guy that 
had massive amounts of coal 
underneath his ranch. The 
dude sold the ranch, made 
millions and moved into a 
penthouse. Granted, I live 
in suburbia and don't have 
enough room for an open-pit 
mine, but if I have oil I can just 
drink my neighbor’s milk- 
shake. right? How do I make 
like Jed Clampett and find oil 
in my back yard? 

L. Gushurst, Groton, Conn. 

T his is a great idea. 
Drilling in the gulf obvi- 
ously has its drawbacks, 
whereas the only thing 
you could possibly screw up is 
Long Island Sound. Better get the 
auger in now before some wuss 
environmentalist persuades a 
judge to shut you down. Here are 
the essential questions you need 

Do you own the mineral rights 
under your property? In many 
countries the government au- 
tomatically owns all significant 
mineral deposits, no matter 
whose land they’re under. Here in 
the U.S., both the surface rights to 
a property and the mineral rights 
below can be privately owned, but 
they’re separable — acquiring the 
former doesn't necessarily mean 
you're getting the latter. When 
you bought your house, did you 
scrutinize the deed to make sure 
you got the rights to the minerals, 
too? Didn’t think so. You'd better 
contact your count)' deeds office. 


engage a title company or hire a 

If the rights are yours, you 
can either use them yourself or 
lease them to an oil company. 
You mentioned drinking your 
neighbor’s milkshake, which the 
cultured reader will recognize 
as a reference to the 2007 movie 
There Will Be Blood, wherein an 
unscrupulous oilman (as if there 
were any other kind) boasts 
that he’s sucked the oil out from 
under another’s property. That’s 


legal in many jurisdictions under 
what’s called the "rule of cap- 
ture,” meaning anything you can 
produce from a well on your 
property is yours, even if it drains 
from somewhere else. If your 
neighbors don’t like it, they can 
drill their own wells — unless, of 
course, they’re too late. 

Can you develop any rights you 
do have? The two biggest prob- 
lems oil prospectors face are local 
regulations and access. Laying 
a simple gravel road to a remote 
drilling site can easily cost 10 
grand, but Fll assume in Groton 
you can just have the trucks pull 
into the driveway. On the other 
hand, chances are the zoning 


going to be 
wild about 
hauling 
in a drill rig. 
Give them an 
impassioned 
speech about 
the need 

to ensure 
America’s 
energy 

dence and 
lead them 

of “Drill, 
baby, drill.” 
Granted, this 
is likelier to 
go over big in 
Alaska than 
Connecticut, 
so conclude 
by hint- 

ing that as 
a wealthy 
oilman you 
can help 

their kids get 
into Yale. 

How do you go about drilling? 
Don’t figure you're going to do 
this on your own. Even Edwin 
Drake, who in 1859 put down 
the first successful U.S. oil well, 
near Titusville, Penn., had to hire 
a driller, and Drake went just 70 
feet deep. You might get lucky 
and strike oil within 1000 feet, 
but average well depth nowadays 
is on the order of a mile. Drilling 
costs can run to more than $200 
per linear foot, so you're looking 
at an outlay of possibly a million 
bucks up front. 

What happens if you strike 
oil? You'll need some steel well 
casing, a main oil pump (e.g., the 
familiar “nodding donkey” type), 



various other pumps and piping, 
electrical lines, an on-site storage 
tank and possibly a spill-protec- 
tion berm and liner, all of which is 
going to add considerable clutter 
to the landscape. Tell your whiny 
neighbors it beats a lawn gnome. 

What are the chances of a 
dry hole? In your case, excel- 
lent. You may have noticed that 
none of those whiny neighbors 
is currently operating produc- 
tive oil wells. According to 
the Department of Energy, 
Connecticut has no significant re- 
serves of fossil fuels. The nearest 
state with appreciable oil produc- 
tion is New York, which pumps a 
piddling thousand barrels a day. 
Unless you know something the 
DOE doesn’t, you can drill till 
Gabriel’s trumpet sounds and you 
won’t find squat. 

This won’t be much comfort, 
but finding oil is getting tougher 
for everybody these days. U.S. 
oil production, though still for- 
midable at five million barrels a 
day, famously peaked in 1970 and 
has been heading south since. 
Nobody’s quite sure how soon 
world oil production will peak; 
some say it has already. 

To get an idea of the shape 
of things to come, my assistant 
Una graphed the historical dry 
hole rate for exploratory oil and 
gas drilling in the U.S. For de- 
cades the percentage of dr)' holes 
dropped fairly steadily as explo- 
ration techniques got more sci- 
entific. Things changed in 2007. 
Since then the dry hole rate has 
risen 9 percentage points, which 
may not seem like much. But it’s 
the sharpest increase in more 
than 60 years. © 
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Bernasconi Construction, Inc. 

^ General contractor of all phases of construction 

QUALITY CUSTOM HOMES 

Now specializing in making your home 
MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT! 
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MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAMS 

GRADUATE EDUCATION 


Prepare yourself to educate today’s youth in one of our Graduate Education programs. We offer Initial Teacher 
Licensure, Teacher Endorsements, and Concentrations in: Reading, Curriculum, Special Education, Arts, and 
School Leadership. With a wide variety of courses to choose from, you’ll get more at Saint Michael’s. 

• Remote Control or Self-Control: Media Literacy for Healthy Minds & Bodies M-F, July 18-22, 8:00am- 4:30pm 

• Co-Teaching-Why & How? M-F, July 11-15, 8:30am-3:30pm 

• Literacy in Middle & Secondary Schools M-W, June 27-August 3, 8:30am-noon 

• Teachers Writing, Writing Teachers: A Writing Workshop for K-16 Teachers M/W/F, July 6-25, 8:00am-12:15pm 

• Drawing Media T/W/TH, July 5-21, l:00-5:15pm 

• Integrating Reading, Writing and the Performing Arts M-F, July 18-22, 9:00am-4:00pm; M, Aug. 15, 9:30am-noon 
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HACK IE A VERMONT CABBIE'S REAR ' 



Cinco de Mayo 


1 JERNIGAN PONTIAC : 


ull over, pull over — I gotta 
hurl." 

For cab drivers world- 
wide, these (or some varia- 
tion thereof) are the magic words. “You 
got it," I said as I immediately braked, 
killed the radio and pulled off the shoulder 
onto the edge of a farm field. We were on 
Route 116 somewhere between St. George 
and Hinesburg on the night of Cinco de 
Mayo — or, as I like to call it, Psycho de 
Mayo. I’m a great fan of the cross-cultural 
experience, but Vermont gringos tanked 
up on rum and tequila cocktails are not 
bueno. 

“Now get completely out of the cab," I 
called out. My customer roundly ignored 
the protocol. But he did manage to open 
his rear door fully and extend his torso 
away from the vehicle so that, when 
the eruptions commenced, the cab was 
spared. As he petered out, I passed him 
back a few napkins. 

“Man, you are prepared,” he said with 
a weak laugh. 

“Like a Boy Scout,” I said, shifting back 
into drive. 

When we reached his place — a trailer 
park up past CVU High School — he re- 
quested a pen. “Why do you need a pen?” 
I asked, fearing the one possible answer. I 
flashed on my long and checkered history 
with Hinesburg. When a fare goes south 
to this town, it really goes south. 

“I got a check.” Bingo. 

“When you got in the cab I asked you if 
you had cash, and you said yeah.” 

“Well, alls I got is a check. Is that OK?” 

“Smiure," I replied, trying — but not 
that hard — to contain the dripping sar- 
casm. "Sure, I’ll take a check. Why the 
hell not?” 

I handed him a pen, and he extracted 
a beat-up check from his wallet, inscribed 
it and passed it over to me. The check had 
been made out to a local grocery store, 
and my customer had crossed out that 
name and written that of my cab company 
above it. The thing was sketchier than 
Picasso in his blue period and probably 
bouncier than a baby boy on a trampoline. 

“Are you kidding me?" I asked. 

“Hey, it’s good — I promise you," the 
guy replied, putting a dubious version of 
“genuinely hurt” on his face. 

I pocketed the check (as if I had a 
choice) and headed back to Burlington. 
Near the spot where the guy had made his 
farm-field deposit, a black cat shot across 
Hinesburg Road, and I swerved to miss it. 


This was the third time that night a cat 
had run out ahead of my cab, and now I 
was officially spooked. I must have heard 
that Stevie Wonder song a thousand times 
to no avail — I’m still superstitious. That's 
it, I thought —for the rest of the shift, I’m 
keeping my head down and my nose clean. 

And so I did, making it through the bar 
closings without further unpleasantries. 
At three in the morning, what I assumed 
would be my last call of the night took me 
all the way down North Avenue past the 
Northgate Apartments. On the drive back, 
a young hippie couple flagged me down at 
the corner of Cayuga Court, and I pulled 
to the curb and lowered my window. 

“Could you take us to the food bank 
and then wait and take us back?” asked 
the guy. 


“You talking about over on North 
Winooski?" I asked. 

“Yeah, I gotta do something and then 

“Let’s do it,” I said. 

On the ride over, the couple talked 
with each other in the backseat. Despite 
the hour, they were wide awake, which 
is possible when you're 20 years old. I’d 
have bet dollars to doughnuts on the pur- 
pose of this mission: scoring some weed. 
Their relaxed and fresh-faced demeanors 
argued against stronger drugs, but they 
were most certainly going to cop; there is 
simply no other likely reason for a 3 a.m. 
round-tripper. 

I turned into the food bank’s parking 
lot, and the girl said, “Do you want me to 
go with you, Justin?” 

“I don’t think so, Caitlin. You might as 
well just wait with the cabbie. I’ll just be, 
like, five minutes.” 

Justin got out, walked up North 
Winooski and entered a three-story apart- 
ment. Caitlin chuckled and said, "Brother, 
you might as well cut the engine. Five 
minutes for Justin is not like five minutes 
for other people.” 

I took Caitlin’s suggestion, and, after 
eight hours in a rumbling taxi, the quiet 
was amazingly peaceful. I did leave the 
radio on, though, and the silence was 


broken by Janis Joplin’s "I Need a Man to 

“Dude, Janis was the best,” Caitlin said 
with a sigh. “You know, sometimes I feel 
like I was meant to live in that era. I don’t 
really fit in to these times.” 

This was not the first time I’d heard 
such a sentiment voiced by a young 
person. Glancing up to sneak a look at 
Caitlin in the rearview mirror, I saw a 
sweet kid with frizzy blond Rasta braids 
hanging below a violet-colored knit 
beanie. I’d say this girl was right: She 
would have been right at home in the '60s. 
Chaotic as things were back then, I think 
peace and love in the 2010s is a harder 


“I just remember having such a great 
time. My dad got me a temporary bear 
tattoo on my arm. My mom got so mad 
— I refused to wash it for, like, weeks. I 
also remember this totally, like, drunk 
or stoned guy walked up to us and he 
goes, like, ‘Humana humana humana.’ 
We started laughing so hard! And, to this 
day, my dad and I constantly say that each 
other, ‘Humana humana humana.’” 

Caitlin and I chatted a little more, 
but mostly just listened to the music. It 
was close to 15 minutes before Justin re- 
turned, but I didn't mind — I had enjoyed 
chilling with Caitlin. It was a mellow con- 
clusion to what had been a rough night of 
hacking. 

The Hinesburg check bounced — 
quelle surprise. The guy called me a few 
days later to apologize, swearing he’d im- 
mediately mail me a new check. I'm still 
waiting, though not exactly with bated 
breath. © 
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A Piece 
of the 
Rock 

BY ANDY BROMAGE 

A s a teenager at Burlington 
High School, Chuck Courcy 
used to “romp around" in the 
woods and beaches belonging 
to nearby Rock Point School. Now, as 
the school’s live-in property manager, 
Courcy, 49, is the one policing teens 
who sneak onto the lakeside property 
for bonfires, cliff jumping and other 
summer fun. It’s an irony Courcy chalks 
up to “karma.” 

Owned and run by the Episcopal 
Diocese of Vermont, Rock Point is a pri- 
vate school that serves 40 teenagers in 
grades nine through 12 with behavioral 
or academic challenges. The 130-acre 
private campus is a magnet for walk- 
ers, sunset watchers and whole classes 
of geology students who come to study 
a rare, ancient rock formation called an 
overthrust that presents in the sheer 
rock cliffs. 

Sandwiched between BHS and North 
Beach, the property is also a draw for 
skinny-dippers and party animals — 
some of whom may not even realize 
they're on private land. 

Courcy came to Rock Point School 
as a dorm parent in 1993. Before that, 
he cleared trails for Mad River Glen 
and the Green Mountain Club. He also 
did three years aboard a submarine, 
training to be a Navy diver. On the day 
before graduating from the program, 
however, Courcy was hospitalized 
with an illness that prohibited further 
diving, and his military' career came to 

Seven Days caught up with Courcy 
last week at Rock Point, where he was 
breaking up a homeless encampment in 
the woods and leading student volun- 
teers in digging a vegetable garden. 

SEVEN DAYS: What does your job 
entail? 

CHUCK COURCY: From the front gate 
to the end of the point is all my respon- 
sibility. In the winter, I’m the plow guy 
and shovel walks for four or five fami- 
lies who live and work here. We have a 
sugarhouse in back of the school, which 
the kids helped build, so we tap trees 
in March and make 40 or 50 gallons of 
syrup. We also keep bees, and the kids 


manage the apiary as part of their edu- confrontation with them, it’s a lose- 
cation and use the honey throughout the lose. If I show that I kind of get it, then 
school. they respect that. 


SD: How do you handle having a 
private campus so close to public 
property? 

CC: In the summertime, 
we actually post a person 
down at North Beach 
and meet the public that 
comes walking down 
and wants to just sneak 
through the fence and 
use the place. We have a Burn 

pass system that enables j 

people to use the prop- _ 
erty. They have to check roperty 

in to the administrative RockPoi 

office and get a walk- 
ing pass. You have to be 
18 years or older to get a pass, and it 
doesn’t cost anything. 

SD: People go cliff jumping off the 
point. Is that a problem for you guys? 

CC: It’s our Achilles' heel. I understand 
why they do it. Having the [guard] 
posted kind of deflects it. 

SD: If you spot cliff jumpers, what do 
you say to them? What's your rap? 

CC: I would say, “OK, guys. One 
more jump and then head back to the 
beach.” I try and be as reasonable as 
possible, knowing that if I get into a 


SD: Have spring floods caused a lot 
of damage here? 

CC: We're lucky that we're built on 
rock. There’s something 
to be said for building 
IE your church on rock. 


I’m 

to have erosion. The 
beaches that are usually 
swim areas are both un- 
derwater right now. 


SD: What kind of wildlife 
manager, caMs this p | ace home? 

it School cc . We haye at least five 

deer that have been cruis- 
ing around this winter. And 
anything from fisher cat to fox. I saw a 
coyote run through my yard a couple 
years ago. Every once in a while there’s a 
skunk that's rabid, and I’m the one they 
call. It’s one of the parts of the job that’s, 
like, arghhh. 


SD: Is it hard for just one person to 
keep tabs on such a big property? 

CC: I have a lot of eyes and ears 
neighbors who use the pla( 
quently. They’ll tell me if there’ 
down or if there's a fire pit that has 
be cleaned up. 


CC: There is a lot of lawn. I would say 
eight to 10 hours of mowing a week. 
It’d be nice to have sheep and goats that 
could do part of our mowing. I’ve thrown 
away my gas push mower, and I do that 
with a traditional rotor mower for places 
where I can’t get the riding mower. 

SD: Does your military training ever 
come in handy doing this job? 

CC: Not really. But it was one of those 
things where. I’m a way-left-leaning lib- 
eral, and having been in the service gives 
me a lot of respect for the guys who are 

SD: What are your hours like? 

CC: This time of the year I’m getting up 
at 4:30. 1 take the dog for a run around 
the property, and that gives me a handle 
on what I want to do that day. The day 
ends these days at 9 p.m., because I’ve 
got a big vegetable garden. The only 
reason I come in is because I have a 
family, and they’re like, “Dad, stop 
working!” © 




Faulty breath tests jeopardize dozens of Vermont drunk-driving convictions 

BY ANDY BR0MA6E 


1| udging from the cruiser-cam 
video, the case against accused 
drunk driver Brian Grenier 
_ ' looked like a slam dunk. 

When a Washington County sheriff’s 
deputy stopped him for a busted head- 
light on North Main Street in Barre last 
May, Grenier admitted he’d been watch- 
ing a Celtics game with a buddy, drink- 
ing Bud Lights. 

Asked by the officer to stand on one 
leg and count backward, Grenier swayed 
like a tree in the wind. 

Back at the police station in 
Montpelier, Grenier blew into the 
DataMaster DMT breath tester. His 
blood alcohol registered .172 — more 
than twice the legal limit of .08. 

Grenier, a 50-year-old electrician 
with four prior drunk-driving convic- 
tions, was cited for his fifth DUI — a 
felony punishable by up to five years in 
jail. On the video, you can hear him mut- 
tering, “I’m screwed." 

Under normal circumstances, 
Grenier likely would be. But his case is 
anything but normal. Grenier is one of 
three codefendants in a court case that’s 
blowing the lid off Vermont’s alcohol- 
testing practices. 

Grenier’s lawyer is David Sleigh, a te- 
nacious and crafty criminal defense at- 
torney based in St. Johnsbury. Together 
with Burlington lawyer Frank Twarog, 
Sleigh is using Grenier’s case, and those 
of two other DUI clients, to attack the 
credibility of the DataMaster breath tes- 
ters used by police, and the state health 
lab that certifies and maintains them. 

Their star witness is Darcy 
Richardson, a former state chemist 


turned consultant who has supplied the 
lawyers with reams of internal health- 
department memos and potentially 
damning testimony about malfeasance 
she claims to have witnessed inside the 
Vermont Department of Health lab. 
Richardson and state chemist Amanda 
Bolduc, who remains employed at the 
health lab, complained to supervisors 
last year that a coworker, lab techni- 
cian Steven Harnois, used unorthodox 
methods to repair DataMasters and to 
get them to “pass” routine performance 
checks over a period of years. The health 
department investigated Harnois last 
year and cleared him of wrongdoing. 

Since Seven Days first reported the 
last month, 




tracked legisla- 
tion, at Gov. Peter Shumlin’s urging, that 
will move the alcohol-testing program 
from the Department of Health to the ac- 
credited forensic lab at the Department 
of Public Safety — an attempt to restore 
the program’s credibility. 

Meanwhile, Sleigh and other crimi- 
nal defense attorneys report that DUI 
cases are settling “fast and furious” as a 
result of questions raised by Richardson 
about the breath-testing program. 

Why? Sleigh now has proof that nu- 
merous DataMasters were improperly 
installed or passed routine performance 
checks when they should have failed. In 


the most serious instance, the DataMaster 
used at the Vermont State Police barracks 
in Royalton was set up wrong and had 
been malfunctioning for almost a year 
when it got fixed last month. 

As a result, dozens of drunk driving 
cases in Windsor and Orange coun- 
ties are now being reopened or tossed. 
Prosecutors say some drivers whose 
licenses were suspended may get them 
back immediately. 

There’s more. A Seven Days inves- 
tigation shows that numerous other 
DataMasters deployed to police depart- 
ments around the state were set up in- 
correctly or passed performance checks 
when they should have foiled. In each 
case, multiple 
individuals — in- 
cluding police 
and health-lab 
employees — 
signed off on the 
inspection. 

In the last few 
weeks, prosecu- 
tors have disclosed that health lab of- 
ficials last August installed DataMasters 
in Winhall and Manchester without 
activating sensors that control for tem- 
perature and interfering compounds. 
Four months later, the breath tester at 
the Northfield Police Department went 
in, but no one activated its temperature- 
monitoring function. Each of those 
problems was fixed within a day or two, 
before any breath samples were taken. 

But at the state police barracks in 
Derby, a breath tester that failed a rou- 
tine performance check in October was 
never pulled from service. In reviewing 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 
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the paper trail associated with the in- 
strument, Richardson deduced that sim- 
ulator liquid was leaking into the breath 
tester. With liquid in there, Richardson 
says, there would have been no way to 
tell how much alcohol was from a sus- 
pect’s breath and how much was from 
contamination within the DataMaster. 

Using that slipup to his advantage, 
Sleigh successfully argued that his 
three DUI clients who were processed 
in Derby should have their civil license 
suspensions tossed. 

It's unclear how many other ma- 
chines around Vermont have been 
similarly compromised. The Vermont 
Department of Health had not answered 
questions about the scope of the problem 
by the time Seven Days went to press. 

To Sleigh, the revelations are evi- 
dence of the state’s “incompetent, arro- 
gant and unethical" breath-testing pro- 
gram. They raise legitimate questions 
about whether innocent drivers have 
been convicted of DUI based on faulty 
evidence. 

Equally troubling, though, is the 
prospect of dangerous drunk drivers 





getting off the hook and back behind the 
wheel. 

In Vermont, drivers charged with 
DUI face two penalties — a criminal 
misdemeanor or felony charge, and a 
civil license suspension. License sus- 
pensions are based solely on the breath 
test and a state chemist’s sworn state- 
ment affirming that a breath-testing 
machine is accurate and reliable. 

A breath test isn’t necessary to 
secure a criminal conviction if there’s 
sufficient evidence of impairment — a 
video showing the driver stumbling, for 
instance, or empty beer cans littering 
the car. Criminal proceedings can often 
take several months to resolve. Vermont 
adopted the civil suspension system 
to get dangerous drivers off the road 
immediately. 

The DataMaster has been effective 
in that regard. At least Windsor County 
State’s Attorney Bobby Sand still be- 
lieves in the machine. "In my experi- 
ence, the instrument is really good,” he 
says. "It is human error that has caused 
many of the problems." Although Sand 
believes he could establish the Royalton 


instrument’s reliability in a court of law, 
he says that would be “unfair.” 

“I don’t want to fight that fight, be- 
cause I think government has an obliga- 
tion to do things the way they say they're 
going to do them and that didn’t happen 
in this case,” Sand says. “We missed 
the mark on this instrument, and there 
should be some consequence for that.” 

Because the breath tester wasn’t set 
up properly, Sand intends to reopen and 
toss the civil license suspensions in 40 
DUI cases in which the driver was pros- 
ecuted using the Royalton DataMaster. 
In addition, he has sent letters to those 
individuals with criminal convictions, 
informing them of their right to appeal. 

|rrr-\ runk driving is a huge problem 
M 1 in Vermont, and one that has 
eluded easy fixes. Aside from 
probation violation, no single offense 
consumes more of the criminal justice 
system’s time than DUI, says Defender 
General Matthew Valerio. 

According to crime statistics pub- 
lished by the Vermont Center for Justice 
Research, there were 3827 drivers 
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Blowing It? « P.29 

arrested for driving under the influence 
in 2009 — a rate of nine per day — and 
more than a third of those were repeat 
offenders. 

Every year, roughly a third of all 
traffic deaths in Vermont are alcohol re- 
lated. In 2007 that number was 20. For 
drivers ages 15 to 20, the proportion of 
fatalities that are booze induced is even 
higher. 

For more than two decades, the 
state’s weapon in the war on drunk 
driving has been the DataMaster, a 
breath-testing instrument that 


Richardson was a chemist in the state 
health lab in Burlington tasked with 
testing and evaluating various instru- 
ments for evidentiary use. According 
to Richardson, that’s when the trouble 
began. 

Internal memos indicate Richardson 
and fellow state chemist Amanda 
Bolduc documented all kinds of prob- 
lems with the machines. The first batch 
of 10 DataMasters was returned to the 
manufacturer because they wouldn’t 
turn on, Richardson says. Others ar- 
rived with loose screws rattling around 
in boxes. In another instance, the health 
lab returned a DataMaster that emitted 
a plume of smoke after it was turned 



Richardson says she encoun- 
tered so many problems with 
the new DataMasters that she 
ultimately recommended her 
bosses purchase another instru- 
, ment. Bolduc, who is presently 
the state’s sole expert witness on 
the DataMasters, concurred. 

But the supervisors overruled the 
o chemists, in part because Vermont 
ts trusted the DataMaster brand; it 



uses infrared light to measure a driver’s 
blood-alcohol level. Vermont first 
started using the DataMaster, manu- 
factured by Ohio-based National Patent 
Analytical Systems, in the late 1980s. 
The machine was a workhorse and, de- 
spite a series of legal challenges brought 
by defense attorneys, was repeatedly 
upheld by the Vermont Supreme Court 
as a reliable and accurate instrument. 
And, unlike the old "crimper” breath 
testers, which captured a sample of 
breath and physically shipped it to a 
lab, the DataMaster produced results 
instantly, making it faster and easier to 
disable dangerous drunks. 

But by 2005, the DataMaster fleet 
was aging, and the Vermont Department 
of Health began testing new instru- 
ments to replace it. At the time, Darcy 


I at the health 
September, when 
she left to start her own consulting 
firm. As sole proprietor of Milton- 
based Vermont Forensic Services, she’s 
been an expert witness in numerous 
drunk-driving cases. Richardson, who 
is married to a South Burlington cop, 
has shared her detailed accounts of al- 
leged problems in the health lab with 
any defense lawyer who hired her. 

In January, Richardson penned 
a three-page affidavit for one of 
Twarog’s cases that chronicles all the 
DataMaster’s failings she had observed, 
both during the test phase and after they 
were being used to collect evidence. In 
one such example, Richardson observed 
that the reported alcohol value on the 
instrument's screen was not always the 
value printed on the ticket. 

John Fusco, president of National 
Patent Analytical Systems, the 
DataMaster's manufacturer, defends 
his product’s reliability and insists the 
health lab's mistakes could not have af- 
fected an instrument's accuracy. He says 
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many problems alleged by Richardson 
were solved during the testing phase — 
and that such modifications are standard 
procedure. 

Fusco says Vermont, more than any 
of die dozen states that use DataMaster 
DMTs, developed a “complex system” 
to test the readiness of the machines. 
As a result, he suspects the process was 
not perfect "There's more and more for 
someone to remember,” Fusco says. 

Fusco defends Steven Harnois as 
“one of the best lab techs in the country” 
and claims that the health lab's chem- 
ists, Richardson and Bolduc, were “not 
well skilled in the technology" — even 
though Fusco’s own company certified 
both chemists to “use, maintain and per- 
form repairs on the DataMaster DMT.” 
Fusco blames Shumlin for “politicizing” 
the problems and believes the ongoing 
court case will ultimately vindicate the 
health lab and the DataMaster itself. 

In the meantime, prosecutors and 
judges around Vermont have been 
disclosing Richardson’s statement to 
defense lawyers as possible “exculpa- 
tory” evidence — that is, discoverable 
evidence that could be helpful to the 
defendant in a criminal trial. 

Numerous defense attorneys tell 
Seven Days that information supplied by 
Richardson has helped them settle DUI 
cases for lesser charges. 

“I’ve had several cases in which 
prosecutors have resolved cases with an 
understanding that there is a significant 
question regarding the accuracy and 
reliability” of the instrument, says Paul 
Volk, a well-known criminal defense at- 
torney from Burlington. 

Health department spokesman 
Robert Stirewalt previously told Seven 
Days there were software issues with 
the new DataMasters, but nothing that 
would affect the accuracy of a subject’s 
breath sample. And while the manu- 
facturer continues to make “hardware 
modifications," Stirewalt said, all in- 
struments in service for evidential use 
“have met and continue to meet” the 
performance standards established by 
Department of Health rules and regs. 

That was on April 4. On April 27, 
Department of Health Commissioner 
Harry Chen was summoned before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee in 
Montpelier, where he revealed that a 
DataMaster at the state police barracks 
in Royalton has been malfunctioning for 
almost a year — and no one in the health 
department had noticed. 

“I’m just wondering,” said Senate 
Judiciary Committee Chairman Dick 


Sears (D-Bennington) at the hearing ad- 
dressing Chen. “Are there other problems 
out there that aren't going to come to light 
until some employee or former employee 
speaks up?" Days after that, lawmakers 
amended the drunk-driving bill to move 
the alcohol-testing program from the 
Department of Health to the Department 
of Public Safety. 

L _J|o understand what went wrong 
| | with the Royalton DataMaster, it 
yj helps to understand how the ma- 
chines work. Before a suspect blows into 
the tube, the machine conducts a series 
of self-tests — first, a “blank” test using 
ambient air from the room, followed by a 
simulator test using a premixed solution 
of known alcohol content. 

If everything checks out, and the 
driver supplies an adequate breath 
sample, the DataMaster will produce a 
printout that shows results of the self- 



tests and the breath test. However, if the 
alcohol content of the simulator solu- 
tion falls outside an acceptable range 
— which could indicate a problem — the 
machine is supposed to shut down and 
abort the test. When that happens, the 
DataMaster printout indicates “simula- 
tor out of range.” 

That fail-safe is referred to as the 
"tolerance” function, or “accuracy test.” 
It has to be activated as part of the soft- 
ware setup before a DataMaster can 
begin collecting breath samples. 

In Royalton, the tolerance function 
was not activated during the machine’s 
initial setup in May 2010. Apparently, 
no one from the health lab or the state 
police noticed until April 17, 2011, when 
Sleigh pointed it out. 


Sleigh became aware of the problem 
because his law partner, Corby Gary, had 
a DUI client who was prosecuted using 
that instrument last year. When Gary 
reviewed the DataMaster printout, Gary 
noticed the simulator solution had been 
outside the acceptable range, but the 
breath test was accepted anyway. The 
machine had failed to abort The case 
ended up settling last September for 
other reasons, Sleigh says, so Gary never 
brought up the technical problem. 

“We didn’t understand the signifi- 
cance of it at the time,” Sleigh says. Even 
if he had understood, Sleigh maintains 
he was under no legal or ethical obliga- 
tion to reveal the problem to authorities. 
“It’s the state's burden of proof! My 
ethical obligation is to the client. The 
government is in charge of taking care 
of itself." 

Public records show that three differ- 
ent health lab employees signed off on 


the Royalton DataMaster: State chemist 
Amanda Bolduc certified the instrument 
and Richardson signed off on Bolduc’s 
paperwork. Technician Steve Harnois, 
the health lab’s go-to guy for trouble- 
shooting the breath testers, installed it 
at the barracks. 

Richardson describes it as a "perfect 
storm of dropping balls” by lab employ- 
ees under pressure to get the newly pur- 
chased DataMasters tested, calibrated 
and deployed into the field to meet a 
federal grant-funding deadline. Health 
department officials have since said new 
procedures are in place to ensure such 
an oversight couldn’t happen again — es- 
sentially a checklist of setup options. 

But for prosecutors in Windsor and 
Orange counties, that horse has left the 

Recently, Orange County State’s 
Attorney Will Porter sent out letters 
to nine people in his jurisdiction who 
were charged with drunk driving based 
on tests from the Royalton DataMaster. 
Rather than tossing all the civil license 
suspensions, as Sand is doing in Windsor 
County, Porter’s deputy says they’ll 


evaluate each case individually and only 
grant reprieve to those where it’s clear 
the machine malfunctioned. 

“If we don’t see a scientific basis for it 
being an inaccurate result, we’ll still use 
it,” says Orange County Deputy State's 
Attorney Michael Kainen. 

Practically speaking, winning the 
civil case after the fact will mean little 
for drivers who have already been in- 
convenienced by a suspended license. 
Those who are mid-suspension could 
get their licenses reinstated, Sand says. 
Others could be relieved of having to 
purchase special automobile insurance 
and participate in the Project CRASH 
driver rehabilitation program — which 
together cost hundreds of dollars. 

For drivers convicted on the Royalton 
DataMaster, that’s all the free justice 
they’ll get. Neither Sand nor Porter 


help, affected drivers could petition the 
courts for redress. But he isn't sure their 
awards would even be enough to cover 
attorney’s fees. 

Prosecutors aren't the only ones 
reopening old files in light of the 
DataMaster debacle. Public defenders 
such as Dan Sedon of Orange County are 
digging into old cases, too, and conclud- 
ing that, in some instances, prosecutors 
are underestimating the number of 
impacted people. Drivers who don't re- 
quest a hearing on their civil suspension 
might not show up on the prosecutor’s 
rolls, says Sedon, in which case there 
could be “several dozen” impacted driv- 
ers in Orange County, rather than nine. 

Sedon isn’t reassured by Bobby Sand’s 
assertion that the Royalton DataMaster 
was producing valid tests even with the 
tolerance function switched off. Sand 
maintains that if a DataMaster printout 
shows no “simulator out of range” warn- 
ing, then it can be assumed it’s working 
correctly. 

It’s crucial for the instrument to be 
able to distinguish naturally occurring 
compounds such as acetone from blood 


plans to offer any other form of restitu- 
tion. Sleigh suggests that, with a lawyer’s 



THIS IS THE ADMISSIBILITY OF EVIDENCE THAT PEOPLE'S 
FREEDOM CAN DEPEND DN. 


DAN SEDON, PUBLIC DEFENDER, ORANGE COUNTY 


alcohol, Sedon says. “There’s likely 
acetone on your breath right now. If 
you’re fasting or have certain medical 
conditions, it can be significant,” he 
says. “We’re not talking about some- 
thing insignificant here. This is the 
admissibility of evidence that people’s 
freedom can depend on.” 

What’s more, Sedon recalls that 
when Vermont first started using 
DataMasters 20 years ago, officials 
reassured everyone by saying that the 
device self-tests, so it won’t produce a 
result if it’s not functioning properly. 

“The fear in all defense attorneys at 
that time was, What if the malfunction 
is that the device is not telling us that it 
is malfunctioning?" Sedon says. “It ap- 
pears we’ve found that malfunction.” 


® n a recent Friday morning, 
not far from where Brian 
Grenier was pulled over for 
DUI, Sleigh is making his case in a 
windowless courtroom in Barre. In a 
smooth baritone, Sleigh is pleading a 
motion to compel half a dozen health 
lab employees to testify under oath 
about the breath-testing program’s 
mistakes. 

Seated at the opposing table is 
Stuart Schurr, Vermont’s traffic safety 
resource prosecutor, and the health de- 
partment’s lawyer, Assistant Attorney 
General Margaret Vincent. Schurr says 
the state has turned over every discov- 
ery document Sleigh has asked for and 
doesn't oppose him questioning the 
health lab officials. 

The judge gives Sleigh until June 
1 to get the depositions done and 
come back with motions to dismiss or 
suppress evidence. That’s the point 
at which Sleigh, depending on what 
he finds, will move to throw out the 
breath tests against Grenier and his 
codefendants. 

Schurr says he can't really discuss 
the situation outside of the courtroom. 
But during a phone conversation, he 
suggests there’s a lot more to the story 
that will come out as the case proceeds. 
Plus, he says, the DataMaster has 
withstood many challenges before. It’ll 
survive this one. 

Maybe so. But as Sedon points out, 
you don’t need to invalidate the entire 
breath-testing program to win. All you 
need is some well-placed reasonable 

“Juries are going to hear about this,” 
Sedon says. “This really does a lot of 
damage to the state's position in terms 
of prosecuting DUIs. Any way they 
want to spin it, in any juror’s mind now, 
there’s less scientific reliability around 
this device.” ® 
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House of Cards? 

A Vermont-raised author examines his childhood through baseball cards 



J osh Wilker was born to a 
pretty typical American family 
in the 1960s. But by the early 
1970s, that typical family was 
anything but. His free-spirited mother, 
still married to his father, took a lover, 
Tom. Tom would soon move into their 
New Jersey home — where Wilker’s 
father also still lived. In 1973, his mother 
and Tom moved Wilker and his older 
brother to East Randolph, Vt, in a naive 
attempt to, as Wilker puts it, "get back 
to the land.” 

In short, Josh Wilker had an unusual 
upbringing. To make sense of it, he 
wrote an unusual memoir. Cardboard 
Gods , released in hardcover in 2010 and 
republished in paperback this March. 

Wilker was an avid baseball-card col- 
lector as a child. But, unlike most kids, 


a motley collection of has-beens and 
never-weres, such as Rudy Meoli and 
Mike Kekich. 

Wilker’s critically acclaimed memoir 
is alternately hilarious and heartbreak- 
ing. Through his so-called cardboard 
gods, he presents a moving, insightful 
and, at times, uncomfortably honest ex- 
amination of both his early life and the 
1970s generally, in a way that is equal 
parts Proust, “This Week in Baseball" 
and “The Wonder Years.” 

In 1999, Wilker, then a struggling 
writer who was seeking inspiration after 
spending a year teaching at Johnson 
State College, moved to a remote 
Vermont cabin with no running water 
or electricity. On a whim, he revisited 
his baseball cards. 


who might collect cards out of fandom, 
fetish or simply to stick in their bicycle 
spokes, he sought emotional refuge in 
his stacks of Topps. A lonely misfit and 
the frequent target of bullying by his 
rural schoolmates, he found an escape 
in baseball cards the way others might 
lose themselves in books or movies. In 
his book, Wilker recounts his childhood 
through the prism of his glossy heroes. 
He pinpoints defining moments of his 
life by associating them with specific 
cards and players, ranging from icons 
such as Reggie Jackson, Jim Palmer and 
Tom Seaver to long-forgotten players, 


he says. “But it was 
also a way to share my 
writing a bit more imme- 
diately." Wilker adds that, 
before the book version 
of Cardboard Gods, he’d 
had trouble getting his work published. 
“I was sick of filling up notebook after 
notebook and having it just sit there.” 

Writing his blog became a daily 
practice for Wilker. “It was fun,” he says. 
“And at times kind of ridiculous and 
absurd. But it kept kind of pulling me 
along and pulling stories out of me.” 

Wilker says he would often begin 
his exercise by simply describing a 
card. In his book, he goes into vivid and 
sometimes fancifully inventive detail 
about his otherwise two-dimensional 
subjects. Pitcher Paul Lindblad’s cards 
were among Wilker's favorites, and not 
because the longtime Oakland Athletics 


“And when I’d look at a particular 
card, it would just kind of gradually, or 
sometimes more immediately, suggest 
memories from my life. There would be 
a fusion between the cards and my own 

Wilker says he put those early mus- 
ings aside for a time in favor of “more 
serious” writing, specifically a novel. 
Eventually, he came back around to his 
baseball cards and began to use them 
to write a blog, also called Cardboard 
Gods, about his childhood. 

“It was a way to play around a bit,” 


“When I started looking at them 
again, I found that some of my cards had 
already attached themselves to moments 
in my life pretty strongly," says Wilker, 
who now lives in Chicago with his wife 
and child. He cites George Foster as an 
example, saying the Cincinnati Reds 
slugger’s 1978 card evoked clear memo- 
ries of walking down Route 14 in East 
Randolph on his way to the general store 
to buy baseball cards. 

"I had a lot of time on my hands, and 
was kind of casting around creatively 
and started playing around with the 
cards as a writing exercise,” he says. 





reliever was a particularly good 
hurler — though he was for a 
time. During his often tumultuous 
childhood, Wilker found comfort 
in Lindblad's predictable same- 
ness. Each year, he knew that 
Lindblad “always had been and 
always would be 

• mustache free, 

• a current or recent champion 
[as noted in the blurb on the 
back of each card], 

• a member of the Oakland A’s, 

• and puzzled.” 

Until 1978, that is. 




FUSION BETWEEN 
THE CARDS AND 
MY OWN STORY. 

JOSH WILKER 


That year, Lindblad moved from the 
championship-caliber Athletics club to 
the woeful Texas Rangers. He also grew 
a luxurious 'stache. The only remain- 
ing constant: that familiar befuddled 
look. Wilker uses Lindblad’s strained 
expression — and new lip tickler — as 
a springboard to riff on the imperma- 
nence of life, musing that Lindblad 
looked every bit a man whose world 
had been toppled, which it had. At the 
time, Wilker grappled with a fractured 
family as his mother and her boyfriend 
attempted to build an idyllic life in rural 
Vermont. Meanwhile, his father toiled 
away, alone, at his job in New York City, 
until funding for a project he had long 
been immersed in was cut. 

“To grow a mustache or not grow a 
mustache? That is the question,” Wilker 
writes. “The implied answer — What’s 
the difference? — lingers on the horizon 
like some kind of cosmic tornado with 
the power to level your world.” 


The comfort 
of predictability 
is a recurring 
theme. In base- 
ball, Wilker saw 
structure, a de- 
fense against the 
cosmic tornado. 
Chalk lines clearly 
defined boundar- 
ies. Statistics and 
numbers were 
immutable. 
Baseball made 

world that 
didn't. Writing 
about his 
baseball cards 
helped Wilker 
make sense of 
that world. 

“It gave me 
a better under- 
standing about my childhood,” he says. 
"The cards helped me bring everything 

Buster Olney grew up in Randolph 
Center and was a close friend of 
Wilker’s older brother, Ian. He was also 
a fanatical card collector. He’s not sur- 
prised Wilker chose baseball cards as a 
path to revisiting his childhood. 

“Every time you look at an old 
baseball card, it conjures up memo- 
ries,” says Olney, now a senior baseball 
writer for ESPN The Magazine. "I can 
remember specifically where I was 
... when I opened up a pack and saw a 
particular card. It makes sense he would 
use that method.” Olney adds that he’s 
never considered selling his collection 
because “it would be like selling [my] 
childhood.” 

Wilker stops just short of calling the 
experience of writing Cardboard Gods 
cathartic, though he admits it’s helped 
put his peculiar childhood to rest At 
least somewhat. 

“The strange thing is that I feel dif- 
ferent about my memories,” he says. 
“I’ve turned them into a narrative, and 
I’m less sure than ever about what actu- 
ally happened.” 

Perhaps Wilker needs his own base- 
ball card? ® 
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I t’s a Friday night, and Liz Ford is in a 
line to get into the O.P. in Burlington. 
A hand-tooled leather pool-cue bag 
hangs over her left shoulder. In her 
right hand Ford holds a zippered port- 
folio emblazoned with the letters APA 
— it stands for American Poolplayers 
Association. As she waits, she peers 
through the open window toward the pool 
table at the rear of the bar. Ford is on the 
hunt for players. She heard the O.P. might 

Ford, who is a petite S-foot-4, stands 
on the tiptoes of her black patent pumps 
to see in. Within seconds, she has surveyed 
the scene. The guy in the glasses and col- 
lared shirt bent over the table is a pool 
player. His challenger, a plodding man in a 
flat cap and dress pants, is not. 

Ford explains: Often it’s the intangibles 
that point to a person’s adeptness at the 
sport. In this instance, it’s how the bespec- 
tacled player carries himself, where his 
eyes are looking, even how he’s standing 
that helps Ford recognize him as one of her 
own. She can't go into more detail — she 
just knows it when she sees it. 

As Ford looks on, the collared-shirt guy 
summarily dispatches his opponent with 
an authoritative smack to the eight ball, 
which sails into the right corner pocket. 
Then he comes outside for a cigarette. This 
is when Ford gets to work. 

She strides up to the victor, a local 


musician named Frank, and introduces 
herself as the proprietor of the new 
Green Mountain American Poolplayers 
Association. Would he be interested in 
joining the league? As 

M they talk, it becomes 
clear that Ford is ac- 
tually a professional 
pool player, not just 
an enthusiast. Playing pool is her job, and 
she knows what she’s talking about. Frank 
seems impressed. He whispers to the 
bouncer, asking him to squeeze Ford into 
the bar. 

The O.P. is Ford’s last stop on a Friday- 
night tour of local pool tables. Before this, 
she was hustling at Nectar's — not cheating 
people out of their money, but spreading 
the word about her league, one of 300 such 
amateur APA programs in the country. 

Ford didn’t find much in the way of 
action at Nectar's. Just a handful of shaggy- 
looking college-age guys playing doubles, 
badly, and trying not to rip holes in the 
bright-orange felt. But the O.P. — now, that 
place holds promise. 

Ford, 35, came to Vermont nearly a year 
ago seeking a change. She’d spent the pre- 
vious decade based in New York City and 
traveling the world playing pool. But the 
city lost its shimmer, and so did die con- 
stant touring. She needed a break. 

So, Ford moved with her cat, Gary, to 
Waterbury, where she has family, and tried 


to live a life without pool. She applied 
for jobs in the “real world," but nothing 
panned out. Turns out when you’ve spent 
the past 17 years of your life playing pool, 
it’s pretty tough to find gainful employ- 
ment, especially in a down economy. 

But Ford says she couldn’t divorce her- 
self entirely from pool, a game with which 
she maintains a “love-hate relationship.” She 
didn’t work all those years building her skills 
and climbing the professional ladder to give 
it all up. So she decided to invest in an APA 
franchise. The league, composed of three 
divisions of six teams each, currently plays 
at Van Phan Sports in South Burlington. The 
five- to eight-person teams play each other 
on league night, and the winning team in 
each division earns the right to compete in 
Las Vegas in the APA national tournament 

Ford, originally from Massachusetts 
(she jokingly refers to herself as a 
Masshole), came to pool by accident 
during her freshman year at Reed College 
in Oregon. She always had tomboy ambi- 
tions, Ford says, but wasn't good at any 
traditional tomboy activities. So, when a 
few male friends from her dorm invited 
her to play pool, she jumped at the chance. 

At first, Ford was terrible. So bad, in 
fact, that she couldn't hit the cue ball. But 
she persisted, mostly so she could be one 
of the guys. 

“I tried to keep up with them — drink- 
ing and succeeding at school without 



trying and playing pool,” Ford says. “But 
they were so much better." 

Still, she didn’t give up, much to the 
detriment of her psychology coursework. 
She practiced in the college’s pool room 
for six hours at a stretch, partly to stave 
off the isolation she felt during those years 
and partly to prove to the guys she could 
hang with them. 
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Cued Up « P.37 

“I was totally there for the wrong rea- 
sons — spite, anger, loneliness. But I did 
grow to love the game,” Ford says. 

During her last year in college, she peti- 
tioned Reed to send her to the Association 
of College Unions International's regional 
pool tournament in Seattle. Ford won, and 
secured a spot at the national competition. 
It wasn’t long before playing pool for a 
living seemed like a real possibility. 

Soon Ford was playing in every regional 
amateur tournament she qualified for, 
supporting her pool habit with odd jobs. 
She became intimately acquainted with 
strip malls across the United States, where 
many of these events were held. 

“When I think about how many meals 
I’ve had at Denny’s...” she says, chuckling. 

Pool suited Ford’s temperment — it’s 
a game for control freaks, she explains, 
and rewards intense concentration and 
perfectionism. The thousands of hours she 
spent drilling herself at the pool table paid 
off, and, in 2005, Ford earned her pro card 
and began competing on a bigger stage. By 


now, she reckons, she’s hit just about every 
Native American casino in the country — 
Turning Stone, Soaring Eagle and River 
Spirit, to name a few. 

Since earning her stripes as a pro. 
Ford has represented the U.S. in tourna- 
ments in China, Taiwan, Belgium and the 
Netherlands. At present, she ranks 16th 
on the Women's Professional Billiard 
Association tour. This is something the 
folks shooting pool at the O.P. don’t know. 

Ford's build is slight — Minnesota Fats 
she is not — and her face unwrinkled, 
making her look at least a decade younger. 
She has long blond hair, which she still gets 
styled at her old salon in New York. Her 
hands are the size of a child’s but equipped 
with long fingers that she uses to construct 
the many bridges that support her cue. 

Once Ford is inside the O.P., she adds 
her name to the list of people waiting for 
the table. At this point in the evening, it’s 
at least six deep. Some of the games are 
moving at a glacial pace, ensuring it’ll be 
nearly last call when Ford gets on the table. 
But she doesn’t seem to mind. She’s happy 
to watch. That’s what she came here to do. 


From her seat facing the blue-felted 
table, Ford surveys the local billiards 
talent — which at the O.P. is known to be 
pretty competitive. Besides Frank, there’s 
Lou, a glum-looking middle-aged man in a 
Hawaiian shirt; Matty, a wild-haired guy in 
cutoff jeans and a threadbare T-shirt; and 
Matty’s girlfriend, Kathie, an intense twen- 
tysomething with a high-pitched voice. A 
regular remarks that Matty and Kathie run 
the bar’s table. She calls Kathie the "queen 
of the O.P.” 

Sipping her beer, Ford watches as play- 
ers rack and break, laser in on shots and 
jostle for position with the many patrons 
packed on the perimeter. The table is shoe- 
horned into a corner at the back of the bar, 
making it a tight squeeze for those wield- 
ing a cue stick. 

The jammed quarters make the prospect 
of playing a game or two less enticing for 
Ford. For one, she’s wearing a short denim 
skirt and black tank top. She’d rather not 
have bar rats leering at her when she bends 
over to take a shot. Plus, she’ll have to make 
sure none of the onlookers take a mouthful 
of her fancy cue on the backstroke. 

Still, after nearly two hours of spectat- 
ing and chatting and passing out business 
cards to anyone who seems interested 
in furthering their pool game, it’s finally 
Ford’s turn. She unpacks a cue stick and 
a break stick from then - case and screws 
them both together. 

Her opponent breaks and sinks a few 
balls. But within minutes, Ford has routed 
her challenger and is ready to play another 
game. Next on the list is Kathie, the resi- 
dent shark. 

Ford draws back her break cue and, with 
a crack, sends the balls ricocheting around 
the table. She's playing for fun, but her face 
suggests otherwise. Her eyes are narrowed 
and focused, and her mouth is pulled into a 
stern, straight line. She doesn’t say a word 
to anyone. Her opponent is unfazed. As 
amateur pool players go, Kathie is no joke. 

The women seem nearly evenly 
matched, and, for a moment, it doesn’t 
look good for Ford. She drains all her balls 
before Kathie does, but she misses her last 
shot as the eight ball nicks the corner of 
the cushion. Her opponent also misses, 
and again it’s Ford’s turn to end the game. 
She stands over the table, calculating her 
shot. With a brisk knock of the cue, it’s 
over. The eight ball spins in the pocket 
before dropping. 

Ford shakes Kathie's hand and packs up 
her sticks. By now it’s after 1 a.m„ and it’s a 
long drive back to Waterbury. She gathers 
her things and heads for the door — but not 
before pausing to pass out just one more 
business card. © 
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Retail Recycled 

Seven questions for Clothes Exchange founder Leslie Halperin 


A little retail therapy can go a 
long way at the Burlington 
Clothes Exchange. The event, 
now in its 10th year, offers 
one-stop shopping for great garments 
and good karma. Every penny earned 
from the sale of clothing — gathered 
from individuals’ closets as well as area 
retailers — benefits a local nonprofit. 
Last year’s CE pulled in $70,000 for the 
King Street Center. 

This year, in honor of its 10th 
anniversary, half the funds raised will go 
to Spectrum Youth & Family Services; 
the other half will be divided equally 
among previous recipients (see time line 
below). Since the first event — which 
took place in 42-year-old founder Leslie 
Halperin’s Burlington living room — the 
Clothes Exchange has raised nearly a 
quarter-million dollars for local orga- 
nizations. This year’s event takes place 
over two nights, May 18 and 19, at the 
Sheraton Hotel & Conference Center. 

Seven Days talked shop with Halperin 
in advance of the fashion frenzy. 

SEVEN DAYS: How does the original 
vision compare with this week's 10th- 
anniversary event? 

LESLIE HALPERIN: I never imagined 
that a gathering of a few friends would 
turn into what the Clothes Exchange 
is today, but it happened. The scale 
has changed, absolutely, but the core 
is the same. It’s not really about the 
clothes. We had the first gathering in 
my living room right after 9/11. My 
friends and I wanted to do something 
to improve the lives of others who are 
suffering. Yes, we’ve gotten bigger. Yes, 
the clothes are better. And, yes, we 
raise more money than ever. But the 
essence is the same. 

The Clothes Exchange is a fund- 
raiser that doesn’t feel like one. I really 
feel that being able to use your power 
as a consumer to support causes you 
care about really resonates with people 
in this community. It is the concept of 
reusing your waste and leveraging the 
value of our excess to help improve life 
for all. And that will never change. 

SD: What happens when the doors 
open and the fun starts? 

LH: The fun actually starts before the 
doors open. Some women tailgate with 
picnics. We serve King Street Lemonade 
and cookies for people waiting in line. 


This year, Stephen & Burns will be 
doing “instant makeovers” in the queue. 
We try to make being in line part of the 
experience. 

Inside, the CE has a vibe, energy and 
excitement. You will be greeted by the 
team and get your cute complimentary 
tote bag. The CE is not a rummage sale. 
We make the shopping experience 
pleasurable. Everything is hung, folded, 
and sorted by type and size. The quality 
of clothes is exceptional. We have a 
dressing tent, courtesy of Vermont Tent 
Company, which serves as one huge 


dressing room. That’s where the party 
really happens. 

There will be a lounge outside the 
dressing room, too. Cafe Barista Prima 
is setting up an Italian-style coffee 
bar — offering samples of coffee and 
chocolates. Barista Prima is doing 
Facebook promo, too. So, for every 
“like” they get, they are donating $1 
to the Clothes Exchange, up to $2500. 
There’s also a cash bar. Folks from 
Seventh Generation are going to D J 
the event and host a game in which the 
winner gets a year of cleaning supplies. 


SD: How do you decide which cloth- 
ing donations make the cut and how 
to price the ones that do? 

LH: We don't choose anything that 
has a stain — or any flaws, for that 
matter. Every find at the CE has to be 
something special. We price based on 
brand, desirability and condition. It’s an 
art, not a science. Say we get a pair of 7 
for All Mankind jeans; they sell for over 
$100, but we’ll mark them for around 
$60. We need to price items to generate 
revenue, but keep them at a certain 
price to wind up in people's bags. 
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BUI IT HAPPENED. 


LESLIE HALPERI 


SD: What are some of the brands 
and treasures you might find while 
shopping? 

LH: Stuff for all sizes, from XS to XXL 
and maternity; formal wear; outerwear; 
and even a few wedding dresses this 
year. You can get socks, accessories, 
purses, men’s clothing, children’s cloth- 
ing, too. The brands available include 
Burberry, Armani, 

Eileen Fisher, 

Cynthia Rowley, 

Zutano, Michael 
Kehoe, and on 
and on. Bertha 
Church has given 
us pajamas and 
undergarments. 

We always get an 
Isis donation, too, 
as well as stuff 
from Homy Toad. 

Sweet Lady Jane 
will have its own 
section. And this yea 
than $64,000 worth of Marc Jacobs — 
donated right from the retailer. If you 
need help, we have a team of personal 
shoppers: a dozen iiber-fashionable 
women to assist in the hunt. 

SD: How do you decide which 
nonprofit gets the profits? 

LH: I've heard beneficiaries say 
that being selected for the Clothes 
Exchange is like having your city 
selected for the Olympics. We try to 
keep the application process simple. 

We don't want to create additional 
hurdles and work for these nonprofits. 
We received nearly 20 applications this 
year, and our advisory-board members 
participate in the selection process. We 
re drawn to Spectrum. The popula- 


to be successful, and they are. They get 
results. The part of my job that is so 
humbling is that I get to affiliate myself 






m they serve is really hard. They need way to move the CE from a grassroots 
effort to sustainable social enterprise. I 
love it. And I don’t regret for a minute 
the choice that I made. © 



lions begin at 
Shelburne’s newest 


SD: Where is this event going? Do 
you teach other folks how to create 
and host a Clothes Exchange? 

LH: I started to create an operations 
manual, business plans and licensing 
agreements, but my energy got pulled 
away and focused on sustaining the 
Burlington CE. We have real costs: 
insurance, rent, etc. As soon as this 
year’s event is over, I will go back to 
figuring out how it will work. My hope 
is that our “pop-up shops,” like the one 
we set up last year during the Art Hop 
that garnered $6000 in one weekend, 
will go toward sustaining the idea 
Then all profits from the annual event 
will go to support our venture. 

SD: What’s the 
secret to the 
success of the 
Burlington 
Clothes Exchange, 
other than you. of 

LH: Generosity. I’m 
just the “asker.” I 
ask people for their 
time and money. 
Sometimes it’s hard 
to do, but what 
keeps me going 
and passionate is 
2, 1 am met with 
incredible generosity. Three years ago, 

I reached out for corporate partner- 
ships, and we more than doubled what 
we made. Now we have more than 60 
businesses that contribute everything 
from cash to cupcakes, public relations 
to printing. 

The CE is an effective fundraising 
vehicle, and they want to be a part of 
it. The event offers so many ways for 
people to connect. This year we have 
166 volunteers signed up, and recruiting 
them was almost effortless. 

Three years ago I quit my job at Ben 
& Jerry’s to spend more time with my 
kids. And then I realized that running 
the Clothes Exchange almost became 
too much work for volunteers, so I 
made a decision and said I would find a 
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Off Script 

Theater review: Mrs. Warren's Profession 



I rish-born playwright George 
Bernard Shaw (1856-1950) em- 
ployed an acid-dipped pen to ana- 
lyze society. In proper, prosperous 
Victorian England, he rejected what he 
called “romantic commonplaces of the 
stage" to tackle issues such as class and 
gender inequality. For the published 
editions of Shaw’s plays, he often 
wrote impassioned introductions that 
explained the political theory behind 
his theater. 

“Indictment of society is the thing 
that most needs saying," Shaw notes in 
the preface to Mrs. Warren’s Profession. 
Why, he asked, “wast[e] my energies on 
‘pleasant plays’ for the amusement of 
frivolous people, when I can build up 
such excellent stage sermons?" A play 
that preaches, however, risks alienating 
the audience, who must get engaged 
by the characters or story. To deliver 
his message, Shaw’s most powerful 
weapon is irreverent wit. Unlike his 
waggish contemporary Oscar Wilde, 
Shaw's humor often emphasizes timely 
social critique over timeless human 
foibles. 

And it is tough to make a dated plot 
feel fresh, as Theatre MosaicMond's 
current production of Mrs. Warren’s 
Profession at Burlington's Off Center 
for the Dramatic Arts demonstrates. 
Director Georgette Garbes Putzel 


chooses not to stage the very British 
play in a period setting. The admirable 
attempt to shift focus — from Victorian 
hypocrisy to family tensions — ulti- 
mately doesn’t work. Too much of the 
dialogue and plot hinge on period- 
specific issues. And flat direction of the 
ensemble deflates the energy of indi- 
vidual performances, never allowing 
the script’s humor to take flight. 

When Shaw first penned Mrs. 
Warren's Profession in 1893, the ensu- 
ing controversy got the script censored 
from public performance in London 
for 32 years. What was so risque? Shaw 
portrays the title character, a madam 
who owns several legal “private hotels" 
overseas, as a confident mother and 
businesswoman, instead of a desperate 
wretch who pays dearly for her sins. 
The playwright, in fact, implies that so- 
ciety sins by giving a poor English girl 
no other viable career options. 

The play opens with Mrs. Warren 
visiting her daughter Vivie in the 
English countryside. Math-whiz Viv, 
who just graduated from Cambridge, 
has no idea what her mom does for a 
living. She has spent her life atboarding 
school; Mrs. W. visits from continental 
Europe briefly every year. Two of Mrs. 
Warren’s old friends accompany her on 
this trip, including wealthy geezer Sir 
George Crofts. 



Vi vie flirts 
casually with her 
neighbor, Frank, 
the aimless son of 
the local parson. 

But, as with her 
mother, Viv’s 
true passion is 
business; she 
plans to become 
an accountant in 
London. “I like 
working and get- 
ting paid for it,” 
she says. When 
Mrs. Warren con- 
fesses the painful 
path that led her 

to take up her profession, Vivie seems 
to understand. But daughters and 
mothers judge each other harshly, and 
a later revelation puts the future of 
their relationship in serious jeopardy. 

Mrs. W. has a rough tale to tell her 
refined daughter: Prostitution was 
her only escape from poverty, or pos- 
sibly death — the fate of her sister in a 
lead factory. She recognizes that there 
should be “better opportunities for 
women," but that “a girl must make the 
best of it.” 

Talcing the play out of historical 
context devalues its dramatic impact, 
because this stark “either/or” for 
working-class women is, thankfully, no 
longer a reality. 

Without the underlying Victorian 
moral peril of social condemnation, 
many long conversations drag or 
become pointless in the current pro- 
duction. Modern Vivie shops at Old 
Navy, so why would she spend two sec- 
onds entertaining skeezy Sir George's 
money- and status-centered marriage 
proposition? What might be quirky 
charm in 19th-century Frank becomes 
downright annoying, such as his in- 
cessant use of antiquated nicknames 
“Gov’nor” and “Viwums.” 

Catherine Domareki portrays Vivie 
with polish and self-assurance. Mary 
Scripps blends brass and vulnerability 
as her mom, Mrs. Warren. But Garbes 
Putzel too often stages long portions of 
their scenes with one or both actresses 
facing the audience, gazing into the 


distance, instead 
of looking at each 
other. So much 
of acting is about 
reacting to other 
performers. With 
little movement 
and engagement 
between them, 
lengthy medita- 
tions by Vivie and 
Mrs. W become 
tiresome speeches 
that don’t contrib- 
ute to a developing 
dramatic arc. 

Bob Carmody, 
as grumpy George, 
turns in the most engaging perfor- 
mance. He captures the eternal qual- 
ity of Creepy Old Crank Who Wants 
to Rob the Cradle, tossing off Shavian 
sarcasm while dressed in pimptastic 
purple threads. He banters snappily 
with others, and sulks deliciously 
when dressed down by Scripps, the ac- 
tor’s real-life wife. 

The set — also credited to Garbes- 
Putzel — is spare, emphasizing the 
Off Center’s black-box bones. Heavy 
black curtains line the back and 
sides of the stage. For the four acts, 
stagehands reconfigure 12 sections of 
black-and-white folding screen and 
a small assortment of cafe chairs and 
tables. There is just one intermission; 
resetting the stage between the other 
acts, while the audience waits for the 
action to resume, takes a too-long five 
minutes each time. 

For all of Shaw’s noble intentions, 
characters have to be people, not just 
platforms for ideas. In Mrs. Warren’s 
Profession, they feel more like vehicles 
for his convictions than fully realized 
individuals. When it comes to Victorian 
women crafted by playwrights, the 
more lasting characters seem to be the 
Girls Gone Wilde. © 
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I t’s probably best to avoid asking a 
candy maker about her recipes, but 
I make that mistake while watch- 
ing Margie Battaglia dip small logs 
of caramel into viscous, midnight-dark 
melted chocolate. 

“So, what’s in there, exactly?” I ask as 
she pulls out a dripping form and places 
it on a sheet of white paper. 

“If 1 told you, I’d have to kill you,” 
Battaglia answers with no sign of either 
humor or malice. “Every chocolatier has 
their own blend.” 

She divulges the source of the cara- 
mel, though: Red Kite Candy in Thetford, 
about a half hour away. While major 
producers such as Lake Champlain 
Chocolates have linked “Vermont" and 
“candy” in the public mind, boutique 
candy makers such as Red Kite and 
Battaglia's Vermont Chocolatiers are 
staking out a claim in the Upper Valley 

I’m visiting Battaglia at the Route 4 
Country Store in Quechee, at the back 
of an intensely bright room that reeks of 
cacao. When Battaglia and her husband, 
Tony, purchased Vermont Chocolatiers 
from its previous owners a little over a 
year ago, they didn’t just cart home the 
molds, massive enrober and two tem- 
perers — one for milk chocolate and one 
for dark — that now line this chocolate- 
making room. They also purchased a 
reputable name and the recipes that give 
it value. “When you buy into the com- 
pany, you buy into the name,” says Tony. 

What they didn’t need to buy was 
a retail space. The fiftysomething 
couple had purchased the Route 4 
Country Store, formerly known as the 
Ottauquechee Country Store, in 2009. 
The bamlike building with a long, cov- 
ered porch attracts travelers headed 
toward the Quechee Gorge, Woodstock 
or Killington. Out front, customers 
can sit and devour creemees. Inside, a 
hodgepodge of wine, hats, local cheeses, 
grinders, videos, popcorn — everything 
you might need for a weekend in the 
country — shares space with prominent 
glass cases of housemade candies such 
as patties, clusters, barks, lollipops, 
chocolate-dipped pretzels, caramels and 
chocolate-covered nuts. 

Margie Battaglia spends part of each 
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Vermont candy makers sweeten the Upper Valley 




CHOCOLATE MAKING CAN SEEM SD SIMPLE: MELT. MOLD, CHILL. EAT. 

BUT EACH EARLY STEP IN THAT PROCESS 
IS A TANGO OF TEMPERATURE AND TIMING. 


day molding, chilling and decorating 
chocolate behind a wall of glass at the 
back of the store. She takes heavy blocks 
of Peter's Chocolate — a Pennsylvania- 
based premium brand made for choco- 
latiers and chefs — and chunks them into 
a temperer. Here the chocolate is melted 
at 85 to 90 degrees to ready it for molds 
or dipping. Battaglia also loads chunks of 
hard chocolate into the enrober, where 


they melt and then cover nuts and fruit 
peels in a dark, wet cloak that eventually 
dries to a sheen. 

Chocolate making can seem so 
simple: melt, mold, chill, eat. But each 
early step in that process is a tango of 
temperature and timing. With a gloved 
hand, Battaglia dips Red Kite caramels 
one at a time into the temperer, a ma- 
chine with a wheel that looks like it 


could nick her fingers. It spins slowly, 
though, mixing the chocolate to prevent 
it from crystallizing. 

When Battaglia has dipped and re- 
moved three caramel logs, dripping with 
dark chocolate, she sprinkles them with 
brown sea salt and offers me one. The 
layered confection is sinfully delicious 
— and hip. Though the Battaglias satisfy 
traditional tastes, they also keep up with 
chocolate trends, and nothing is trendier 
right now than salted chocolates. Of 
chocolate-covered potato chips, Margie 
Battaglia remarks, “Oh, those are fun!” 

The couple purchased their country 
store after moving to Vermont from 
Hartford, Conn., where Tony Battaglia 
worked as a marketing director for a 
manufacturing company. A chocolate- 
making biz seemed like the ideal com- 
plement: The store flourishes in summer 
and fall, while candy makers are busiest 
from October through Easter. After they 
bought Vermont Chocolatiers, Tony 
quips, “I thought, Hey, I better learn 
about chocolate!” 

So Margie headed to “chocolate boot 
camp” at Peter’s Chocolate headquar- 
ters, and Tony took a three-day work- 
shop at the University of Wisconsin. 
Both earned certification as chocolat- 
iers. And their secret recipes, they de- 
cided, would employ as much Vermont 
cream, butter and maple as possible. 

The result is an understated, crowd- 
friendly product; the milk chocolate is 
softly sweet and creamy, and the dark 
chocolate lacks bitterness. On whatever 
it “enrobes” — pretzels, orange peels, 
popcorn, peanut butter, caramel — the 
chocolate’s flavor complements rather 
than dominates. 

Tony Battaglia notes that the “all- 
American classics” — such as clusters 
and chocolate bark — are perennially 
popular at the country store. Clusters 
win hands down, he adds. As if to con- 
firm this claim, a customer sidles up to 
the display case and begins to scan the 
goods. After a few minutes, he asks for 
a quarter-pound of dark-chocolate, 
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TO ALL PERSONS INSURED BY ATLANTIC MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY, CENTENNIAL INSURANCE 
COMPANY AND OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: 

Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company and Centennial Insurance Company 
were determined to be insolvent and ordered liquidated by the Supreme 
Court of the State of New York, by an order dated April 26, 2011 and effec- 
tive as of April 27,2011. The order of liquidation provides that all policies 
or contracts issued by Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company and Centennial 
Insurance Company are cancelled and terminated for all purposes effective 
forty-five days from April 27, 2011. 

Under Vermont law (Vermont Statutes Annotated Title 8, Chapter 101, 

§§361 1 et seq.) the Vermont Property 8c Casualty Insurance Guaranty As- 
sociation (the “Association”) is required to pay certain claims arising under 
certain kinds of policies issued by Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company and 
Centennial Insurance Company. The Association does not cover reinsurance, 
life, title, surety, health, credit, mortgage guaranty, or ocean marine insur- 


The Associations obligations are unlimited in the case of workers’ compen- 
sation claims and are limited to $500,000 for all other claims. A claim for 
unearned premium must be in excess of $25.00. A claim must be filed with 
the Association no later than the final date set for the filing of claims against 
the liquidator or in any event no later than three years from April 27, 2011 
for claims with Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company and Centennial Insur- 
ance Company, or such claim(s) will be barred. 

Any person with a claim (including an unearned premium claim) arising 
under a policy issued by Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company or Centen- 
nial Insurance Company should immediately notify the Association of such 
claim. The Association should be notified care of: 


Guaranty Fund Management Services 
One Bowdoin Square 
Boston, MA 02114-2916 
Telephone: (617) 227-7020 


By: Paul M. Gulko, Executive Secretary 
Vermont Property 8c Casualty Insurance 
Guaranty Association 
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DIVORCE CARE CLASSES 


THE COMPASSIONATE 
FRIENDS Burlington 






Ressler, 802 660-8797. 
Rutland Chapter TCF 




NAMI CONNECTION 


Mental Illness) NAMI 


6:30-8:30 pm. March 9 - 
June 1. 2011. at the Essex 

Center 37 Old Stage 


Tammy at 1-800-639- 

BENNINGTON: Every 

Service, 316 Dewey SL. 


802-425-7053. 

SEX AND LOVE ADDICTS 
ANONYMOUS 12-step 


West St., Rutland, VT 

Volunteer Services (HVS) 


6-7;30pm. This peer-led, 

SOCIAL SUPPORT 
GROUP FOR LGBTQ 
PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES Come 

4:30pm at the RU12? 


Extra! Extra! 

There’s no limit to 
ad length online. 

like to get involved, 


TRANS SUPPORT 
GROUP Every First and 
third Wednesday. RU12? 


LGBTQ SURVIVORS OF 
VIOLENCE SafeSpace 


in Middlebury. Please 
call 802-388-4111 for 


GLAM CORE GROUP 
MEETING Wednesdays. 

Winooski Falls Way. 




863-0003 if you are 
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ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


POST YOUR JOBS AT: 
PRINT DEADLINE: 
FOR RATES & INFO: 


SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTMYJOB 
NOON ON MONDAYS (INCLUDING HOLIDAYS) 
MICHELLE BROWN, 802-865-1020 X21. 
MICHELLEl9SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS 


Central 
Vermont 
Solid Waste 
Management 
District 


Part-time (20 hours per week) 

Program Assistant 

CVSWMD is seeking a Program Assistant to work with our School Zero Waste 
and Hazardous and Special Collections Programs to provide services to residents. 
The ideal candidate will enjoy a varied workload and be comfortable working 
both outside and with elementary- and high-school-aged children, as well as 
residents who attend collection events. 

Additional qualifications include strong organizational skills, physical strength 
sufficient to lift 50 pounds, understanding of basic mathematical processes, 
effective communication skills, and the ability to work independently and 
with others. 

For more information and a copy of the job description, visit our website: 
WWW.CVSWMD.ORG. 

To apply, please submit a cover letter, resume and three references to 
Program Assistant Search, CVSWMD, 1 37 Barre St., Montpelier, VT 05602, 
or email administration@cvswmd.org, by June 1 5, 2011 . 


Addison Central Supervisory Union 
Vacancies for the 201 1 -201 2 School Year 


Addison Central Supervisory Union 
Early Education Family Wellness Coach, 
.5-1.0FTE 


Middlebury Union Middle School & 
Middlebury Union High School 
Anticipated Foreign Language Teacher, 
Grades 9-12 


Knowledge and experience in the following: 

Must maintain positive relationships and work effectively with children/ 
parents, assist families in solving problems, work collaboratively with a 
team and independently to organize the work. Effective communication is 
also a priority. 

Must possess knowledge of best practices regarding the successful delivery 
of integrated services. Act 62 and community collaboration. Experience 
with Essential Early Education Program preferred. 

Must be fluent in Spanish and/or French, Latin, Mandarin Chinese. 


All positions require the ability to work with a team; demonstrated effectiveness regarding rapport with students; communication 
with parents; success in a diverse classroom setting; knowledge of standards-based curriculum and instruction and exemplary 
oral and written communication skills. Additional position details are available on SchoolSpring.com or by contacting the 
Superintendent of Schools' office at 802-382-1 274. 


Our Lady of Providence Convent (VT), Inc. [OLP] 

LNA OPENINGS 

Are von nn I.NA who milv lows rarimr for 


v 


caring for wonderful elders? If so, we may have I 
right opportunity for you. Our Lady of Providei 
Level III Residential Care facility located on 2 1/2 lovel; 
acres in Winooski, housing 44 elders. We are looking for highly motivated, 
talented, compassionate LNAs for evening and night shifts. These are per diem 
positions that could lead to full-time employment with benefits for the right persons. 


re about u 


? Go to 


olopr.org. 


:or, OLP, 47 W. Spring St., Winooski, VT 05404. 
A POPE is required before employment commences. 


S DRAKER 

LABORATORIES 

Data in context. A powerful thing 


Reid Service Engineer 
Q.A. Engineer 

Web Application User Interface Designer 
Web Application Developers 
Production Project Engineers 


□raker supplies turnkey technology solutions to commercial and 
utility-scale solar photovoltaic [PV] power providers that improve 
the efficiency and profitability of their systems. Our leading-edge 
hardware and software and professional services have earned 
us a reputation as the premier solar monitoring provider in 
North America 

As a result of our rapid growth, we have immediate openings 
for talented individuals with a passion for renewable energy and 
innovative technology to help us develop and market the next 
generation of solar PV monitoring solutions. 

□raker's headquarters offer a comfortable work environment in 
a beautifully renovated, historic building with easy access to the 
lake, bike trails, restaurants, shops and other local attractions 
that have earned Burlington, Vt„ a reputation as the healthiest 
and most livable city in the U.S. 

We understand the need to balance work with personal time 
and offer a well-rounded benefits and compensation package. 
Please visit us at www.drakerlabs.com/ company/jobs. 
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Cathedral Square Corporation 

Cathedral Square Corporation, a nonprofit organization 
providing housing and services to seniors throughout 
Vermont, is seeking the following: 


Senior Accountant 



Nurse Position 

with a family practice 
located in Williston, 
VT. Must be a graduate 
of an accredited school of 
nursing and hold a current 
Vermont nursing license. 
Prior experience in a 
physician's office preferred. 
Full-time position with 
benefits. 

Please respond to: Cheryl 
McCaffrey, Practice 
Administrator, Thomas 
Chittenden Health Center, 
586 Oak Hill Rd., Williston, 
VT 05495, cheryl.mccaffrey® 
tcheonlinc.com. 


Kids 

Leaders Wanted! 

The Burlington School 
District seeks skilled educators 
to work in collaboration 
with Burlington Parks and 
Recreation staff to plan, 
implement and lead the 


; of sc- 


hool 


elementary schools in the City 
Burlington Kids offers academ 
enrichment and recreational 

on a schedule that matches 


close partnership with multiple 
stakeholders. Ideal candidates 
will have significant experience 
working with elementary-age 
children in educational and/or 
sed childcare settings. 


This, 
supervisory experience. 
These full-time positions 

a generous pay and benefits 
package. To apply, please send : 

Jeffrey J. Fournier 


TETRATECH ARD 


COST PROPOSAL SPECIALIST 

TetraTech ARD (www.ardinc.com) has an immediate opening 
for a Cost Proposal Specialist based out of our corporate 
headquarters in Burlington.The Cost Proposal Specialist 
works under the general supervision of the Business Manager, 
with oversight from the vice president of administration. The 
Cost Proposal Specialist will work closely with the technical 
staff In developing the cost proposals and detailed budgets 
for government projects, primarily USAID. This position 
also will manage the budget realignments throughout 
the life of the project. This is a FT position that includes a 
comprehensive benefits package. Qualifications include: BA 
in business, finance, accounting or a related field. Very high- 
level proficiency in MS Excel, including the development 
of budgets and formula utilization. Speaking and reading 
proficiency in a foreign language highly desired. Must have 
very strong interpersonal and communication skills and 
very strong organizational skills and high attention to detail. 
Must be comfortable working in a fast-paced and sometimes 
intense work environment. 

Apply online at https://careers.ardinc.com/ARDCareers/App/ 
USPostingDetail.aspx?Postingld=144 

Tetra Tech ARD is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


JOIN THE PIZZAGALLI TEAM 
AT OUR NEW LOCATION! 
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Vermont 


PSYCHIATRIC NURSES— RNs 
PSYCHIATRIC TECHNICIANS— Temporary 

Department of Mental Health, 

Vermont State Hospital 

Helpus enhance our patient care environment. RNs are needed 
' ) increase our staff-to-patient ratios. Opportunities with 
<cellent pay and benefits. 1 Shift availability varies, call formore 

ange: $27.85 to $32.36 per hour. Psychiatric Technicians — 
emporary opportunity at entry level to join our mterdisciphnaiy 
" ie direct pati 1 ’ ' " 


ratable t 


mporaiy employees. Then 
' ■ employee. Traimng a 


Formore infcrmatioa call (802) 241-3122, Waterbury. Applies 
accepted online only through State of Vermont website. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE Open until filled. 


Gity Market is hiring' 


Member Services 
% Administrative Assistant 

■ull time. This position will be responsible for supporting the 
■leniber Services dept, with coordinating event sponsorships, 
working with the catering department on the senior lunch 
►gram, coordinating of the Community Connections program 
and administrative tasks such as membership paperwork, 
updates and filing. 

Media Coordinator 


Third-Shift Gook 


Full 


e. This 


all areas of our Prepared Foods department during the third shift 
(generally 8:45 PM - 4:45 AM). Qualified candidates will have 
previous cooking experience (preferably in a production kitchen) 
and the ability to work overnights on weeknights and weekends. 


All positions include great benefits such as medical insurance 
(premiums are covered 100% by City Market for full-time 
employees!), dental and vision, enrollment in our 401(k), a 

on popular health clubs around Burlington, and many others. 
Please visit our website, www.dtymarket.coop, to apply! 


f City Market - HR 

CitV# 82 S. Winooski Ave. 

Market Bu * Un 8t°n,vT 05401 

«■» | www.citymatkct.coop 


Seeking a warm, inviting 
and empathetic individual 
to greet patients and assist 
with scheduling, billing and 
insurance claims for a busy 
Burlington dental practice. 
Ideal candidate should have 
computer knowledge of 
. dental software, possess great i 
} telephone and problem-solving > 
skills and be detail oriented. 

' Associate's degree in business 
or dental office experience 
preferred. Mon.-Fri., 40-hour 
workweek. Competitive 
salary and benefits. 

• Send resume and references to \ 
Dr. Brad K. Kline, DMD 
61 S. Willard St. 
Burlington, VT 05401 
or email to 

dbk81 7@hotmail.com. 


Local Delivery 
Company Seeks 

Contractors 


“5F 



CASE MANAGER 

Full Time 


COTS provides emergency shelter, services, 
and housing for people who are without 
marginally housed, with the belief that housing 


COTS currently has an opening for a full-time Case Manager 
working with our single-adult population. Our case managers work 
with individuals who are experiencing homelessness or who are at 
imminent risk of homelessness. Case Managers provide a full range 
of services to clients while working as a team within COTS' prog rams 
and with community partners. Willingness to learn and the ability 
to work with individuals with mental health, medical, substance 
abuse and employment issues is required. Previous experience with 
homeless population, crisis intervention and housing are desirable. 


Email: jobs@icotsonline.org 
Human Resources 
COTS 

PO Box 1616 

Burlington, VT 05402-1 61 6 

Electronic applications are preferred. Please, no phone a 


<k R ' 

Our Vision. 

YOUR FUTURE. 


RN Opportunities 

Available in the following areas: 

• Surgical Care Unit - part-lime positions 
•Women’s & Children's Unit -per diem 

• Rehab Unit -part-time on night shift 

• ICU - part-time on night shift 
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"(THWESTERN 

COUNSELING 


SERVICE COORDINATOR 

INTENSIVE CASE MANAGEMENT 


Seeking ar 


strong team player to provide leadership 
on the Community Rehabilitation 
and Treatment Team (CRT). Candidates need to be highly organized, have 
strong interpersonal skills, be flexible and woik well in a team setting. 
Responsibilities include both administrative oversight, coordination 
of medication deliveries with the ICM, nursing office and multiple 
doctors. Candidates must have an extensive background in working with 
individuals with severe and persistent mental illnesses, knowledge of mental 


el degree orprogres: 




HR Dept., 107 Fisher Pond Road, St. Albans, VT 05478. EOE 

Vtsitourwebsite fm position details and a complete listing of our job opportunities: www.nasinLmg. 


loin the team at Gardener’s Supply Company! 
We work hard AND offer a fun place to work 
with summer bocce games, BBQs, ping-pong 
tournaments, employee garden plots and much 
more! We keep our employees in-the-know with 
monthly staff meetings and newsletters. We also 
offer strong cultural values, competitive wages 
and outstanding benefits (including an awesome 
discount on plants & product!). 


E-Commerce Graphic Designer 


Join our creative department and be a part of our 
award-winning online design team. You will be 
responsible for layout and design production for 
our family of websites, and your work will also 
display through our e-mail marketing program, 
corporate blog and intranet. Ability to thrive in a 
high-energy environment and a proficiency in 
web design tools (HTML, CSS, DreamWeaver, 
Photoshop, Illustrator, etc.) will be keys to your 
success. The ideal candidate will have experience 
designing for the web, preferably direct-to- 
consumer. Our team is focused on excellent results 
and a fun, collaborative work environment! 

We are an employee-owned company and America’s 
leading catalog & web-based gardening company! 
Interested? Please send your cover letter & resume 
to Gardener’s Supply Company, 128 Intervale Rd., 
Burlington, VT 05401 or to jobs@gardeners.com. 


(jARDEINER$ 

www.gardeners.com 



send to 


for students 
ibmit resume to 
St„ Winooski, 


LNA 

Full-time position 

Night shift 


lop.rr 




Shift differentials: 

$2.50 for nights 
Salary based on experience. 
Call to make an appointment. 

Sue Fortin, RN, DNS 
B irchwood Terrace Healthcare 
43 Starr Farm Rd. 
Burlington, VT 05408 
802-863-6384 
Sue. Fortin® 
kindredhealthcare.com 
EOE 


LineCook 

Good pay. 
Good benefits. 
Apply in person. 
Ask for Nick. 



Town of Jericho 


Planning and 
Development Coordinator 

The Town of Jericho, Vt. is seeking a Planning and 
Development Coordinator to manage the town’s land use 
planning and development review process. The Town 
of Jericho (pop 5000) is a rural town on the edge of the 
developed core of Chittenden County, Vermont’s most 
populous county. Located between Burlington, Vermont’s 
largest city, and Mount Mansfield, the state’s highest 
peak, Jericho contains a diverse landscape of rolling fields, 
mountain vistas and historic New England settlements. 
Jericho’s three distinct village centers, Riverside, Jericho 
Corners and Jericho Center, have each been awarded the 
“Village Center Designation” by the Vermont Downtown 
Board. Jericho has strived to maintain its distinctive 
character while progressively planning for the future, 
and is home to an active Land Trust, a growing small- 
business community (including the oldest country store in 
Vermont), the UVM Research Forest and the Ethan Allen 
Firing Range. 

The Planning and Development Coordinator is the sole 
staff person responsible for overseeing planning and 
development activities. The Planning and Development 
Coordinator will provide staff support to the Planning 
Commission and Development Review Board, and serve 
as liaison to other town boards and organizations. The 
Planning and Development Review coordinator will also 
work closely with other staff and the general public and 
is responsible for identifying and implementing planning- 
related projects and tasks. 

The ideal candidate would have: 

A bachelor's degree and three years’ experience in 
planning, zoning enforcement or related, and preferably a 
master’s degree in planning and A1CP certification. 

A proven ability to use the tools of planning to shape 
future land use, economic development and overall 
character of the community. 

Grant-writing and grant-administration experience, 
including the ability to oversee the development of 
sidewalk construction plans and other small infrastructure 
projects. 

Experience with redevelopment projects and infill 
development. 

A full job description is available on the Town’s website at 
www.jerichovt.gov. 

Salary range is $45k to $50k depending on qualifications. 
To apply, please submit a cover letter, resume and three 
references to Todd Odit, Town Administrator, P.O. Box 
39, Jericho, VT 05465, or via email to todit@jerichovt.gov. 
Resume review will begin on May 27, 2011. 

The Town of Jericho is an equal opportunity employer. 


10997 Rte. 116, Hinesburg 
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ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


The Northeast Organic Farmir 
Vermont (NOFA-VT) is a nonp 
farmers, gardeners and consum 


pSjferJ ORGANIC VEGETABLE and 
FRUIT ADVISOR 

NOFA-VT seeks a full-time organic vegetable and fru: 
technical assistance advisor. Responsib 
providing on-farm technical assistance i 
egetable and fruit producers, business planning with farrae 
echnical workshops, coordinating NOFA-VT's beginner fai 
ipprenticeship program, and responding to gardener and ho 
nquiries. NOFA-VT seeks an individual with on-farm expe 
trong organizational and program management skills. The 
rased in Richmond, Vt. For a more detailed job desc 
vww.nofavt.org. 



Please; 


id Wonnacott, NOFA-VT 
PO Box 697 
Richmond, VT 05477 


BERLIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


(Spanish tJeanlici' 

The Berlin Elementary School anticipates the need for a .4 
FTE Spanish teacher beginning in the 2011-2012 school 
year. The successful candidate will possess the ability to 
engage learners in preschool through sixth grade in a Spanish 
program that brings the language and culture to life in dynamic 
and developmentally appropriate ways. Ability to contribute 
positively to the school climate, with unconditional respect 
toward students, families and staff required. Experience with the 
Responsive Classroom approach strongly preferred. Ability to 
function as part of a team of skilled educators is essential. 
Interested candidates should send a letter of interest, resume, 
transcripts, copy of certification and three current letters of 
reference to: Chris Dodge, Principal, Berlin Elementary 
School, 372 Paine Turnpike North, Berlin, VT 05602. 




New, 

local, 

scam- 

free 

jobs 

posted 

every 

day! 

sevendaysvt. 

com/classifieds 


HowardCenter 


Developmental Services 


Developmental Services provides Innovative supports to people with Developmental 
Disabilities and Autism Spectrum Disorders. Please contact our Staff Recruiter Sue 
Smithson at802-488-6533 to learn more. 



17-year-old high school student working on independent living skills needs 20 after 
school hours of support. This guy plays In a jazz band enjoys writing and drama class. 
Ideal candidate Is a young adult who is musically inclined or has a deep appreciation 
for music. Creativity and dedication to staying active needed. Must be able to set and 
maintain boundaries. Knowledge of autism spectrum disorders aplus. Benefits eligible. 


Independent 29-year-old man needs 20 hours of support exploring his community. This 
man enjoys social activities and Is looking for ajob. Best match Is a motivated person able 
to provide positive reassurance and creative problem solving while maintaining a positive 
attitude. Knowledge of or desire to learn facilitated communication is required. Current 
schedule would be Monday through Friday mornings. 


Excellent opportunity to work with males living In residential settings while receiving 
clinical supervision, participating In staff meetings, and working as part of dynamic 
and skilled teams. Applicants must have exceptional crisis management skills and be 
experienced working with adults/adolescents with developmental and psychiatric 
disabilities. Homes are in the Hinesburg/Starksboro area. Three benefits-ellgible 
positions, weekday and evening hours. 

MentalHealth andSubstance Abuse 
REGISTERED NURSE —CHITTENDEN CUNIC 

This position is responsible for safely dispensing methadone; conducting health/ 
addiction education counseling; and providing case management services to the 
patients receiving methadone maintenance at the Chittenden Clinic. Minimum 
two years' experience in nursing. Education based on that required by State of VT for 
licensure. Excellent attention to detail and organizational skills, strong Interpersonal and 
communication skills. 


-PART TIME 

This IS-hour, part-time, nonbenefited position provides supported employment 
services to consumers living with mental illness by assisting them In obtaining and 
maintaining employment that Is consistent with their interests, abilities and skills, using 
an evidence-based supported employment approach. Two years' work experience in 
mental health field. Basic sales and marketing skills. Ability to work as an effective team 
member. Excellent written and verbal communication skills. Knowledge of the business 
community. Positive attitude, abundant energy and hopeful personality. 

SUPERVISORY CUNICIAN, SUBSTANCE ABUSE— CHITTENDEN CUNIC 

Supervisory clinician, substance abuse will provide clinical supervision to several 
clinicians at the Chittenden Clinic. In addition, this person will be required to provide 
services to clients with a substance abuse diagnosis and possible co-occurring disorder. 
Candidate must be adept in the following areas:assessment and counseling; awareness 
of community resources; supervisory skills; organization and time management;and 
rs will be required. LADC required with at least 
will require some clinical and administrative 
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Child Care Resource 


Child Care Referral Service Coordinator 


Child Care Resource is seeking an information and referral 
professional to coordinate and participate in the provision 
of our child care referral services. Responsible for guiding 
families through the emotional and practical aspects 
of finding child care, assisting child care providers in 
connecting with helpful resources, and providing the data 
needed to inform and educate the community about child 
care supply and demand. 

The ideal candidate will have a bachelor's degree In a 
related field, knowledge of the child care field, and three 
to five years of related Information and referral experience, 
including experience In supervision. 



SUMMER 

JOBS 

with VPIRG 


The Clerk's I 



U.S. DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF VERMONT 
Network Administrator 




This position is full lime (37.5 hours per week) and offers a 
competitive benefits package. For a full job description visit 
www.childcareresource.org. Please submit cover letter and 
resume to emeyer@childcareresource.org by Monday, May 23. 


- Earn $400-$600/week 

- Work with great people 
- Make a difference 

Work with VPIRG fora clean energy 



VPIRG 

Vermont Public Interest Research Group 

Seeks a full-time, Montpelier-based 

INFORMATION MANAGER 


VPIRG, Vermont's largest environmental and a 
advocacy group, is looking (or a tech-savvy data master who 
wants to apply skills and strategic sense to manage the member 
and adivist information that powers its public interest campaigns. 


The right person is a mission-driven adivist with the right blend of 
technical skills and passion for progressive causes - an archited 
of databases, innovator with online tools, super list segmenter, 
and analytics guru who understands that data drive successful 
political movements and cutting-edge campaigns. 


The IM will manage our databases, drive our creative use 
of technology and inspire a data-driven organizing culture 
at VPIRG. You will develop and implement an information 
management plan that powers all aspeds of our work — from 
grassroots and online organizing to fundraising and membership 
development. Position designed to grow your range of skills from 
database management to GIS applications to online and mobile 
tools to sodal media innovations. 


Must have three to five years relevant professional experience 
that demonstrates aptitude for database/information architecture, 
complex query building and analytics. Experience with 
DonorPerfed, Salsa, ArcGIS and/or Drupal (or similar platforms) 

Competitive salary; employer-paid health, dental and disability 
insurance; employer-matching IRA; six weeks' annual leave. 
Submit cover letter and resume via email only to 
colleent ? 1 vpirg.org. EOE. No phone calls. 

Full job description available at: www.vpirg.org. 


www.jobsthatmatter.org 
Call Steve at 802-861 -3158. 



Wood Energy Systems 

has immediate openings 
for two or more self-motivated 

Fabricator/Service 

Technicians. 



Responsibilities: 

This position is part of the production team; fabricating and 
assembling multiple components of our sta.e-ot-the art biomass 
gasification systems. 

The successful candidate will have the ability to produce fabricated 
steel components and assemblies from CAD prints with a minimum 
of supervision. The ability to work with all aspects of steel welding 
and assemble mechanical gear drives and understanding hydraulic 
systems are important elements of this job. 

In addition, this position will provide excellent field technical support 
in the repair and maintenance of currently installed systems, as well 
as the installation of new equipment throughout the U.S. 

Requirements: 

Three years or more of fabrication shop experience and 
field service work or a willingness to learn from our current 
technicians. Computer literacy in MS Office, Excel and Word 
together with welding certification are helpful. Frequent, overnight 
and extended travel is required. Experience in refractory/masonry 
skills and/or lean manufacturing are big pluses. 

Chiptec is a 25-year-old biomass energy company, with several 
patented, world-class technologies. Our business niche is 
growing very fast and offers a great opportunity in a tast-paced, 
high-energy, informal environment. Chiptec offers competitive 
salary and benefits. 

Candidates should forward resume and cover letter detailing work 
and compensation history to 

Carolyn Green at cgreen@chiptec.com, or fax to 802-660-8904. 
Do not email the contact on the Chiptec website, as that will just 
duplicate the number of resumes received, and will not go to the 
correct person. No phone calls or visits, please. 
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Accountant/Auditor 


Are you an accounting or auditing professional? 

The State of Vermont, Division of Rate Setting, is looking for a 
motivated, organized, creative and hardworking individual to 
join a small team of professionals in our office in Waterbury. 
This position entails working on Medicaid reimbursement for 
private nonmedical institutions (PNMIs) and nursing homes. 
Duties include using Microsoft Excel for analysis of financial 
information. The candidate must also be able to lead meetings 
to discuss the application of State regulations. The position title 
is "PNMI Medicaid Provider Audit and Rate Specialist.” 

Additional information, including education and experience 
requirements, can be found at www.careers.vermont.gov, 
reference job posting #28215. Application must be made online 
at this website. 

The State of Vermont is an equal opportunity employer. 



NORWICH 

I1819 UNIVERSITY ' 


ASSOCIATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR - 
SCHOOL OF GRADUATE & CONTINUING 
STUDIES 

Seeking applicants for a half-time individual to be responsible 
for applying administrative policies, processes, and protocols, 
facilitating continuous improvement in administrative support 
of academic quality, academic integnty, academic process, 
competitive advantage, and retention; admitting students, and 
training and managing instructors 

WEB MANAGER - SCHOOL OF 
GRADUATE AND CONTINUING STUDIES 

Take ownership of the strategy, design, and maintenance of 
the School of Graduate & Continuing Studies’ Website www 
online.norwich.edu and SGCS social media activities, including 
a comprehensive new website kick-off (estimated launch late 
2011-early 2012). 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, 
INTERNATIONAL CENTER 

Assist international students with regulatory visa paperwork 
and processing, advise students on study abroad opportunities, 
and manage the University-run exchange programs with various 
foreign institutions. This full-time position also assists in the 
development of cultural programming on campus 

ASSISTANT ATHLETIC TRAINER 

Full-time, 10-month staff position with benefits. Assist the Head 
Athletic Trainer in coordinating the daily operation of all athletic 
training facilities, evaluation of athletic injuries, developing and 
implementing effective therapeutic and rehabilitation programs 
Norwich is a Division HI member of the NCAA, supporting 20 
varsity intercollegiate teams 

OFFICE & PAYMENT PLAN 
COORDINATOR 

Join our customer-focused financial services team; assist in 
student account billing and payment processing Coordinate 
counter services and perform daily cash out. Answer and direct 
incoming telephone calls. Advise parents and students on 
student account matters and financial aid procedures Process 
student loan checks and other payments. Administer internal 
payment plan. 

Please visit our website www norwich edu/ jobs for further 
information and how to apply for these and other great jobs. 

Norwich University is on Equal Opportunity Employer offering 
a comprehensive benefit package that includes medical, denial, 
group life and long-term disability insurance, flexible-spending 
accounts for health and dependent care , retirement annuity plan 
and tuition scholarships for eligible employees and their family 
members. 
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CHAMPLAIN 

COLLEGE 

Senior Activities and Operations 
Planner 

Champlain College seeks a dynamic, highly motivated and 
organized individual to plan, organize and assess student 
activities. Monitor student involvement, assist with data 
collection and facilitate daily operations of the Student Life 
Center. This position is also responsible for the supervision of 
student employees. 

The successful candidate will have a bachelor's degree, 
outstanding organizational and interpersonal skills, and the 
ability to take initiative. A master's degree is preferred, as is 
experience working in higher education, developing student 
leaders and working with databases. Regular job duties will 
include evening and weekend hours. 

Submit cover letter and resume online at 
www.champlain.edu/hr by May 27, 2011. 

The successful completion of a criminal background check 
is required as a condition of employment. 

Champlain College values, supports and encourages diversity of 
backgrounds, cultures and perspectives of students, faculty and staff. 
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


EatingWel! .com 

WEB DEVELOPER 

FOREATINGWELL.COM 

EatingWell Media Group is seeking a sharp 
web developer to assist in website feature development 
and optimization of EatingWell.com. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

• 3+ years of development with Drupal and/or other web 
programming language such as Javascript, PHP, Ruby, 
Python, etc. 

• Experience with large-traffic sites and how to 
optimize them. 

The successful candidate is required to be nimble and 
effective in a deadline driven and fast paced environment. 
This position is in our Charlotte, Vermont offices, just south 
of Burlington on Route 7. We have a lively staff in a dog- 
friendly office near the Charlotte beach, and we are often 
pressed into service in the EatingWell Test Kitchen tasting 
new recipes. We work hard and have fun! 

Please respond tojobs@eatingwell.com. 


HUNGER 

FREE 

VERMONT 


balance, and the joy of sharing ir 


it a strong work/life 
Is together! For more information on these positions, please visit 
www.hungerfreevt.org. 


Nutrition Education Manager 

to lead the organizational 
nutrition education initiatives. 
This position is responsible 


Administrative Manager 

to lead the administrative team 
n supporting the technical, 


clerical, c 


3, and facilities 


Community Advocacy 
Manager 

to lead statewide advocacy 
initiatives that improve, promote 



for the development and 
implementation of new 
programming for the established 
Learning Kitchen program. 


needs of the organization. This 
position also provides HR 
management and assistance to 
the executive director and Board 
of Directors. 


and increase Vermont’s 
participation in federal nutrition 
programs. This position also 
supports the program team 
with education and outreach to 
individuals and organizations 
nationwide. 


Applications will be accepted through May 25. 

For more information and how to apply, visit our website at www.hungerfreevt.org. 
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Building MaintenanceTechnician 


Seeking a reliable, trustworthy professional to join 
our Fadlldes team. Duties indude performing a 
wide variety of building maintenance, repairs and 
janitorial tasks. The ideal candidate will have good 
knowledge In basic building maintenance, good communication 
skills, attention to detail, the ability to work independently and a 
desire to learn. A valid driver's license and dean driving record is 
required, work week is Tuesday through Saturday, 10am to 6:30pm 
with occasional nights and holidays. 

Early Childhood Center Directors 

The Y's Center Director has full responsibility for all child care 
program operations and staffing in the center. The centers have on 
average 50 to 60 children. Candidates must be familiar with NAEYC 
and Vt. Stars programs and preference will be given to candidates 
with Creative Curriculum experience. BD in education or related 
field and three years early education dassroom, administrative and 
supervisory experience. Current certifications in infant/child CPR 
and first aid. The positions are located in Winooski and St Albans. 
Positions above are full time, with health, dental, life, disability, 
pension, a free family Y membership, child care benefits and 25 
days of paid time off per year. 

Waterfront Director Camp Greylock- North Ferrisburg 

The Y is looking for a Waterfront Director for our coed day camp 
who will safely organize and manage the waterfront area, including 
supervising lifeguards and camp staff at the waterfront as well as 
planning daily water activities for campers. Qualifications are current 
CPR for the Professional Rescuer and currentLifeguarding, to indude 
waterfront certification. We also prefer current WSI certification and 
someone who is 21 years of age or older. 

Camper Advocate Camp Greylock - North Ferrisburg 

The Camp is also seeking a Camper Advocate who will assist in 
the administration of Camp and handle camper and staff issues. 
Qualifications Include in-depth experience in educaflon/recreaBon 
and experience in a leadership rote in youth programs. Ideal 
candidates will be mature, able to mediate issues and display good 
judgment The camp runs from June 20 to August 19. 

Junior Counselor Camp Abnaki - North Hero 

Located on the lake. Camp Abnaki provides a tradiflonal boy's 
resident summer camp experience, with an emphasis on character 
development, skill building and fun. The Jr. Counselor assists 
in the supervision of a group of 6 to 10 children in a cabin. The 
requirements include an interest in working with young people and 
experience developing and implemenBng age appropriate acflvifies 
for children ages 6-13. Must be at least 17 years of age. 

Sailing Program Coordinator Camp Abnaki -North Hero 

Are you a sailor? The camp is seeking a Sailing Program Coordinator 
with working knowledge of sailing, windsurfing, kayaking, canoeing 
and general boating. Oversees all staff, campers, acflvities, 
equipment and fadliBes related to boaflng. Two years of sailing 
experience, preferably in a resident camp setflng. Must be a certified 
lifeguard, have First Aid cerflficaflon and be atleast 21 years old. 
Please visitwww.campabnaki.org for more informaflon about the 
camp and these posifions. 

Group Fitness Instructor 

Join the movement toward healthy living! The YMCA is looking for 
an enthusiasflc, energeSc personality who can present a moflvafing 
class in kickboxing, boot camp type programs or Les Mills Body 
Attack. You must be able to present a safe, effecBve group fitness 
class in accordance with the guidelines set forth by naflonal 
cerflficaflons such as: YMCA Group Exercise InsBuctor, AFAA, 
IDEA and ACE. QualificaBons indude current adult CPR, AED, and 
Rrst Aid cerflficaBons, and nafional cerfificaBon as an instructor 

For all posiBons, please send cover note and resume to Human 
Resources, 266 College St., Burlington, VT 05401, or email 
HR@gbymca.org, specifying the posiBon for which you are applying. 


Horse Helper Wanted 



Benoure Plumbing and 
Heating is seeking a 

FULL-TIME 

Service Tech 

for residential and light 
commercial repair work. 
Duties include plumbing, 
heating and air conditioning 
work. Complete benefit 
package. Company vehicle for 
top qualified candidates. 

Please fax resume to 
802-864-7167 or drop off at 
34 Commerce Ave., 

So. Burlington, Vt 



1 


Accountant/ 
Office Mgr. 

Alpine Shop, a locally owned 
outdoor specialty store in 
South Burlington, is seeking an 
experienced (preferably in retail) 
fulhtime accountant to manage 
all financial information forthe 
company. 

Please send cover letter, resume 
and references to team to 

team@alpineshopvt.com. 


Development Director 


Green Mountain Habitat fc 
County for over 25 years, 
drive the fundraising activ 


Humanity, operating in Chittenden 
eeks a full-time Development Director to 
ies tor the Affiliate. 


Preferred experience: a proven ability to raise funds for nonprofit 
organizations; experience in developing business partnerships; 
grant writing, media/public relations, event coordination and direct 
appeals. 

Looking for a team player with creativity, self-motivation, excellent 
written and verbal communication skills and an ability to work in a 
constrained-resource, volunteer environment. 

The Development Director will report to the Executive Director. 

Salary is commensurate with experience. Please submit resume by 
June 10, 2011, to Green Mountain Habitat for Humanity. P.O. Box 381, 
Burlington. VT 05402. or email it to development@vermonthabitat.org. 


INVESTIGATOR 

POSITION 


Investigator needed for Chittenden County Public Defender's Office, Burl- 
ington, Vermont. Demanding criminal and juvenile caseload in a fast-paced 
office environment. Must be extremely well organized and able to work 
both independendy and as part of a legal team. Duties may require irregular 
hours and travel for which private means of transportation is needed. Previ- 
ous investigation experience required. Criminal investigation experience, 
legal knowledge and computer expertise strongly preferred. Full-time posi- 
tion with State of Vermont benefits. EOE. 


Email resume, cover letter and salary reqt 
Mary.Deaett@state.vt.us. 


rnts by Friday, May 27, to: 
detailed job description is available at: http://defgen.vermont.gov/. 


Stock Clerk 


Pet Food Warehouse, a locaOg owned pet food and supply business, is 
looking for a full-time stock clerk to work at our Wlston Road location. 


Forklift and pallet jack ex 
plager, good comn 


ce a plus; detailed, organized, team 


in person at- Pet Food W 
Rd.. 2a Burling 
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Bookkeeper 

Center for Technology, Essex 


We are now accepting applications for a full-time temporary 
Bookkeeper for the 2011-12 school year. Position begins 8/1/1 1 
through 6/30/1 ZThe Bookkeeper will be responsiblefor performing 
various bookkeeping functions, including budget management 
of 15 programs, and a wide variety of clerical/secretarial and 
administrative tasks for our Center for Technology. 

Qualified candidates will have high-volume budget-management 
experience, will be proficient in Microsoft Excel, including the 
ability to manipulate data and create reports, and the proven ability 
to multitask and work in a fast-paced environment. Position pays 
$ 15.34/hour, 8 hrs/day. Excellent benefits package available. For 
more information or to apply, please visit www.schoolspring.com. 
(Job ID 50351) 


NORWICH 

■l8l9 UNIVERSITY' 

ANTICIPATED OPENINGS 
ADJUNCT FACULTY 

Experienced educators needed for undergraduate teaching 
assignments beginning August 2011 We anticipate assignments in 
biology, mathematics, geology, nursing, physics, sports medicine, 
sociology, and medical ethics, which meets on Thursday evenings 
1 dependent on pending student enrollment 


Minimum of a related master’s degree and teaching expenence are 
required 

For consideration, send a cover letter and resume specifying field of 
interest to Adjunct Faculty Search, via email, jdbs@norwich.edu 
Norwich is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE SUPERVISOR The FlynnTix Regional Box Office 

is searching for a part-time customer-service supervisor. Job duties include supervising sales staff for ticket order 
fulfillment and "in person” sales, as well as night-of-show responsibilities an 
outstanding customer service and supervisory skills, flexibility, attention to c 
supervisory experience is highly desirable. This is a part-time position that 
includes some evening and weekend hours, in addition to some weekday hot 
To apply, send cover letter and resume to Flynn Center Box Office, 

Attn: Leeeza, 153 Main St., Burlington, VT 05401, or email 
lrobbins@flynncenter.org. No phone calls, please. EOE 


FLYNNTi\ 


REGIONAL BOX OFFICE 


International 
Student Advisor 

State University of New York, 
College at Plattsburgh 


https: / /jobs plattsbur gli edu 



SUNY Plattsburgh is aneqnal 
opportunity employer committed to 




-ing 

JOBS! 


Accounts Payable 
Supervisor 

The Burton Corporation is searching for an Accounts Payable 
Supervisor to manage a team of accounts-payable representatives 
responsible for the company's invoice processing and payment 
function. This position will be responsible for enhancing and 
maintaining internal controls around the payment process and for 
providing reporting and analysis on accounts payable. This is a 
high-visibility position requiring excellent customer service skills. 
The Accounts Payable Supervisor position requires an associate's 
degree (bachelor's degree is a plus) in accounting and a minimum 
of five years of related experience with a working knowledge of 
generally accepted accounting principles and the proven ability 
to manage a team. Experience with SAP is a plus. 

Please apply online at www.burton.com. 


follow us for the newest: 

twitter.com/SevenDaysJobs 


Clinical Operations Team Leader 

(Diagnostic Imagaing) 

The Diagnostic Imaging Team is looking for a team 
leader to assist with organizing and coordinating daily 
operational functions in the department, hive years of 
hill time experience in a Radiologic Technologist or 
related Diagnostic Imaging field required. To leam more 
about this opportunity visit our website to apply online. 
Full Time, Job Code: 11-57 

Charge Nurse 
(Ambulatory/Outpatient/PACU) 

Were seeking an experienced Registered Nurse 
to oversee the nursing staff in the Ambulatory, 
Outpatient and PACU areas. Three years nursing 
experience is required, and Charge Nurse experience 
is preferred. 

Full Time, Job Code: 10-107 

Apply to: 

Northwestern Medical Center, Inc, HR Department 

1 33 Fairfield St, St. Albans, VT 05478 

Fax: 802-524-8424, e-mail: NMCJobs0nmcinc.org 

www.CareersatNMC.org 


NmC 


Saint Albans, Vermont 
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Do you love interior design? 


Are you passionate about 
lighting and metalwork? 


Are you looking for a great 
sales opportunity? 


Would you like the chance to 
help grow a small company? 


If you answered "yes” to all of 
the above questions, we'd like to 
hear from you! 

Please introduce yourself, with 
wage expectations, to: 


Are you interested in 
expanding your horizons 
in the dentistry field? Are 
you a team player with 
a great attitude? Do you 
thrive in a diverse, fast- 
paced environment with 
an emphasis on excellent 
patient care? Then our 
office is for you. 


Hygiene 

Assistant 


Must have current 
radiology license. Evenings 
and Saturdays required. 
Competitive salary and 
excellent benefits. 
Please submit resume and 
letter of interest to 
carolyn.efd70@gmail.com. 
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Rolling Vittles 

ON CHURCH STREET 
The food-cart clientele on 
Burlington’s Church Street 
Marketplace must have 
been hungry for new fare. 
Both new ventures that 
opened there on Friday — the 

HANDSOME POTATO and MUZO'S 

cay bahce — sold out way 
before closing time. 

In front of Sox Market, 

MIKE BEAULIEU and KATIE O'NEIL 

fielded an opening-day crush 
at the Handsome Potato. The 
pair grilled so many flattened 
patties of “smashed” pota- 
toes — topped with chives, 
bacon, cheddar cheese, sour 
cream or barbecue sauce 
— that they had to close up 
shop early. 

The idea was born when 
Beaulieu and O’Neil at- 
tended a wedding featuring 
a “mashed potato bar,” with 
the whipped stuff served in 
wine glasses. “People 
loved it. And we 
thought. This would 
be a great food cart," 
says Beaulieu. He 
began working on H 
a business plan in 
one of his classes at 
Champlain College. 

“And I thought, This 
could work." 

The couple began 
working out a recipe 
in their home kitchen in 
Burlington. But they were 
stymied by the challenge of 
heating their mashed russets 
on a Church Street cart They 
decided to use a griddle on a 
propane-fired grill. "Keeping 
the potatoes at 160 degrees 
all day is difficult without 
power. But heating it up on 
the griddle gives it a lot of 
flavor," says Beaulieu. The 
pair melt butter, flatten the 
potato-and-milk mixture 
onto the griddle and fold in 
condiments as they work the 
edges toward “a nice, crispy 
brown.” 

The cart’s debut marks 
a new chapter in the life of 
Beaulieu, an Army National 


Guardsman with three tours 
of duty under his belt, two in 
Iraq and one in Afghanistan, 
from which he returned last 
December. “There’s always 
a chance of going back, but 
after three deployments, they 
tend to leave you alone,” he 
says. 

He and O’Neil plan to 
marry on June 18, and 
Beaulieu will graduate with 
his bachelor’s in business 
later this year. Depending 
on weather, they plan to 
run their cart Wednesdays 
through Sundays from 11 
a.m. until 8 p.m., and later 
on Friday and Saturday 
nights. 

Burlington is a long way 
from Istanbul. In that city’s 
Tophane neighborhood, 
muzo vurgun owns a cafe 
where patrons gather 
around a lemon tree to 
drink tea and smoke a 



hookah. Though love 
carried him afar — Vurgun 
married a native Vermonter, 
and the two moved here to 
raise their family — cook- 
ing and brewing are in 
his blood. This spring, 
Vurgun landed a permit for 
a Church Street food cart 
serving tea, Turkish coffee 
and light, savory dishes 
from his native land. 

His trio of opening lunch 
items includes mercimek 
kofte, a red-lentil burger 
with bulgur and herbs rolled 
up in lavash bread; tantuni, a 
melange of seasoned ground 
beef, tomatoes, parsley and 
onions, also served in lavash; 
and borek, a pastry filled 


A1 Pastor en Winooski 

DON PEDRO'S AUTHENTIC MEXICAN TAQUERI A TO OPEN 
While most of us were shivering through an excep- 
tionally snowy winter, Pierre Mesa was tasting the 
tropics. The former Culinary Institute of America 
chef-instructor returned to Vermont this spring 
following a four-month taqueria tour of Mexico and 
the southwestern United States, which he vigilantly 
documented on a Facebook page devoted to his new 
restaurant 

By the end of June, Mesa and his lifelong best friend 
and business partner, cameron mosher, will open don 
Pedro s authentic Mexican taqueria at 46 Main Street 
in Winooski. Don’t expect the new restaurant to look 
like the Quiznos that until recently occupied the 
space. Mesa, a native of Telluride, Colo., has enlisted 
local family members to paint a trompe l’oeil to 
make Don Pedro’s look like “basically, a 3-D Mexican 
village,” he says. “It will be like ordering out of a faux 
marketplace.” 

The decor may sound elaborate, but Mesa says the 
biggest difference between his and other Mexican 
joints in the Burlington area will be simple: “The 
difference is, our food is going to have flavor.” Fresh 
flavor, at that. His relatives will grow much of the 
produce on their Elmore farm, and black river produce 
is hooking up Don Pedro’s with local meat. 

That will come in handy for the taqueria's signature 
item, al pastor tacos. Spanish for “shepherd style,” 
the chile-rubbed pork is roasted on a gyros-style 
spit, which Mesa plans to display in the restaurant's 
window. He’ll also showcase Mexican-style rotisserie 
chickens, which will be available in meals for four or 
five people with rice, beans, tortillas and a range of 
homemade salsas for less than $20. 

Those salsas, prepared in small batches in the open 
kitchen, will incorporate pickled carrots, onions and 
jalapenos, along with fresh cilantro, flavored sour 
creams and a homemade version of Cholula hot sauce. 
They’ll dress burritos, quesadillas, taquitos and salads, 
all of which can be made vegetarian with tempeh or 
tofu fillings. Vegans can eat the black, pinto and refried 
beans that come with combo meals, and the tortilla 
soup will be joined by vegan black bean. 

Mesa plans to update daily specials on Don Pedro's 
Twitter feed, @bigmanpierreDon. For now, Mexican- 
food lovers may want to stay posted for news of the 
opening. 


with white cheese, scallions, 
herbs and spices. 

Though customers can 
grab and go, Vurgun’s cart 
invites lingering: Turkish 
coffee is served in real 
ceramic cups swirled with 
ornate designs; his black 
tea and apple tea come in 
tear-shaped glasses. Like his 
fellow newcomers up the 
street, Vurgun sold out of 
his treats long before closing 


time, and he hopes his cart 
will eventually grow into a 
brick-and-mortar cafe. 


Crumbs 

THREE OPENINGS — 

AND A CLOSING 
During the recent deluge, 
new eateries have mush- 
roomed around the state. 


Hungry? 



We’ve got 
an App for that! 



Are you in 
the nOW? 


"Ok, I admit I was a little skeptical. 

to do stuff. But I LOVE Seven Beys NOW. 
It's easy to read, it links me to some of the 
coolest stuff, and it tempts me to address 

this weekend. It's well designed, and 
tempting. Thanks for putting it together. 
Fm going to forward it to my sweetie and 


Sign up for... 

NOTES ON THE WEEKEND, 



Sign up on our homepage: 

► sevendaysvt.com 


food 



San Sai 

Japanese Restaurant 

Now Open at 5pm 

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
(LUNCH COMING SOON) 

“Best Japanese Dining” 
— Saveur Magazine 

1 1 2 Lake Street 
Burlington 

862-2777 



Sugar Fix « pm 

pecan-caramel clusters. “See?” says 
Battaglia with a smile, and slides the 
candy into a bag. 

F ew sweet treats are more all-Amer- 
ican than a buckeye, the humble 
candy that sent young Elaine McCabe 
on her professional path. 

When she was growing up in Eaton, 
Ohio, McCabe learned to make buckeyes 
— peanut-butter balls encased in choco- 
late — and eventually began turning out 
the candies as gifts. Using real cream 
instead of sweetened condensed milk 
made a marked flavor difference, she 



learned; she also realized that caramel 
— a gooey mass of reduced sugar and 
cream — was one of her favorite con- 
fections, along with toffee. As McCabe 
became more skilled in candy making, 
she would shudder at the mass-market 
buckeyes that stare from store counters 
like eyeballs. 

Three kids and several states later, 
McCabe went professional, and her 
meltingly tender caramels and toffee — 
sold under the name Red Kite Candy and 
made in her home kitchen in Thetford, 
Vt. — are now available in the King 
Arthur Flour Baker’s Store in Norwich, 
FH Gillingham & Sons General Store 
in Woodstock and the Whole Foods 
Market in Hadley, Mass. Her sales have 
doubled since 2010, and McCabe is now 
producing several thousand pounds of 
candy per year. 

How did her homemade buckeyes 
become world-class confections? 
McCabe might credit the fresh Vermont 
butter and cream and organic sugar and 
nuts she uses, as well as the lengthy 
cooking times that impart intense fla- 
vors. But the real catalyst for her busi- 
ness was a crisis: In 2007, McCabe was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. During 
her treatment, she began to think about 
all the times friends and family told her 
she should be selling her caramel and 


toffee commercially. “One day I was on 
the radiation table, and I thought. Good 
Lord, what do I have to lose?" she says. 
“It's one thing to keep a hobby. It’s an- 
other thing to take that hobby and turn 
it into a business." 

With the help of her husband, 
Michael, a mapping geographic infor- 
mation systems consultant, McCabe 
formulated a business plan. When her 
youngest child, Jack, was about to enter 
kindergarten in fall 2009, she plopped 
a trusty pressure cooker bottom on the 
stove and began making caramel by 

“For over a year, 1 made every single 
batch here, stirring for three hours,” 
McCabe says, waving at her gas stove. 
She would position a stool nearby to 
keep a foot raised while she patiently 
tended to batches of the sticky stuff. 

McCabe hawked her caramels at 
local formers markets under the name 
Thetford Hill Candy Company, aug- 
menting her table with baked goods 
such as cookies and butter-almond cake. 
When a customer asked McCabe if she 
could turn out a maple caramel, she did, 
using syrup from her neighbor. When 
someone else asked for a dark-chocolate 
toffee, McCabe brought some to the 
market the following week. 

Her candy was so popular that she 
dropped the baked goods and focused 
on it exclusively, selling the caramels 
in local general stores, as well. McCabe 
had her home kitchen inspected and 
certified by the state as she added 
confections such as pecan caramel 
and sea-salted caramels, harnessing 
her husband's help to finesse formulas 
and temperatures. “He’s got a science 
mind. He'll help me develop flavor,” 
says McCabe. Together, they perfect the 
balance of texture, taste and the proper 
amount of sweetness; 7-year-old Jack is 
a trusted tester. 

Now, Michael McCabe carts home 
loads of cream from Strafford Organic 
Creamery. Elaine also uses cultured 
butter from Vermont Butter & Cheese 
Creamery, organic sugar, Nielsen- 
Massey Vanillas and Belgian Callebaut 
and Guittard chocolates for her toffee. 
She gets organic nuts from various 
sources and toasts them herself; another 
addition is corn syrup, which is needed 
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II side dishes 



Persian cafe farah's place 
quickly became a Seven Days 
staff favorite after open- 
ing last week at 147 North 
Winooski Avenue, the space 
left vacant by North End 
Rotisserie last winter. 


When owner farah 
oberlender closed Farah’s 
Middle Eastern Foods 
in Johnson last year, she 
began planning the menu 
for her larger city digs: 
lcabobs, lcofteh and unusual 


appetizers such as kashk 
o’bademjan — sauteed 
eggplant and tomato topped 
with fried mint and onion. 
She also has dolme, hummus 
and an herbaceous yogurt 
soup topped with fried 
onions and oil. 

Down at 112 Lake Street, 
Japanese restaurant San Sai 
has opened after what must 
have been a frenetic setup. 
Ramps have a prominent 
place among the appetizers, 
and the sushi menu offers 
twists such as salmon topped 
with carrot sauce and ikura, 
seared uni, and chopped toro 
with pickled radish. 

In Montpelier, the black 

DOOR BAR AND BISTRO has 

reopened under new chef- 
owner ignacio ruiz, formerly 
of Plainfield's River Run. 

The dinner menu features 
tapas and Spanish-influenced 


seafood dishes, and there's 
live music on Fridays and 
Saturdays. 

pk cafe, just across the 
street from st. Michaels 
college, closed its doors on 
Monday. “We're bummed, 
but it’s something we 
couldn’t help,” says co-owner 
Leslie wells. “The building 
needs a tremendous amount 
of work. To stay open, we’d 
have to put a lot of money 
into it, and we don't own the 
building.” 

Wells says she hasn’t yet 
found a new space, but she’s 
on the lookout. Until then, 
we’ll pour one out for the 
buttery turkey-and-apple 
Vermonster sandwich. 


□£! 


to "interfere with the process of sugar 
wanting to go back to its crystalline 
state,” she explains. 

“I could talk caramel all day,” says 
McCabe as she narrates the process of 
bringing cream and sugar up to a “cer- 
tain temperature” Asked to elaborate, 
she pauses momentarily and then says 
with a laugh, “That's proprietary!” All 
she’ll reveal is that a higher temperature 
— such as 250 degrees — yields a harder 
caramel; McCabe likes hers soft and 
chewy. 

Her careful attention to ingredi- 
ents and slow-food approach to candy 
making are evident in the caramel, 
which is sumptuous in its scent and 
depth of flavor. While sweet, the original 
formula is buttery, pillow soft and not 
at all cloying; the maple caramels are 
darker and smokier. The salted caramels 
are only slightly granular, but the salt 
adds an addictive zing that complements 
the sugars. 

Red Kite’s toffee is simply out of this 
world. McCabe coats each flat piece on 
both sides with chocolate, then sprinkles 
it with crushed almonds. Each bite offers 
successive waves of buttery toffee, bitter 
chocolate and nutty dust. “We have a 
hard time keeping it in the store," says a 
clerk at Dan & Whit’s, a general store in 
Norwich. 



FOR HR A YEAR, I MADE 


ELAINE MCCABE 

McCabe eventually added King 
Arthur Flour and the Vermont Country 
Store as clients, and she graduated from 
stovetop hand stirring to the metal fire 
mixer that stands at the center of her 
kitchen. During a recent visit, a heaping 
bowl of walnuts sits on McCabe’s mar- 
ble-topped work table, and the kitchen’s 
perimeter holds other accouterments of 


STIRRING EOII THREE HOUDS 


her business: candy trays, a cooling rack, 
a temperer and various flavorings. 

Even with a mechanized fire mixer, 
McCabe still curdles occasional batches 
of caramel — easier to do when you’re 
using fresh butter and cream, she says. 
“It's just finicky. Sometimes there is no 
rhyme or reason to it.” Air temperature 
and moisture can also wreak havoc with 
best-laid candy-making plans. “They're 
a killer to all candy making,” McCabe 
laments. Summer, she notes, is a better 
time for planning than turning out toffee 
or caramel. 

In 2010, Red Kite took another retail 
leap when the McCabes attended a 
Vermont Fresh Network “matchmaker” 
event in Shelburne with buyers from 
various stores. The interest from Whole 
Foods in Hadley, Mass., was immediate. 

As the family business grows, young 
Jack McCabe takes his role as taste tester 
seriously, reporting to his parents on the 
“pull” and “chew” of their latest con- 
fections. New formulations are always 
running through Elaine McCabe’s mind 
— she’s planning a nougat, and dreams 
of using Vermont Smoke and Cure bacon 
in her toffee. “The possibilities are end- 
less,” she says. “By the end of my forties, 
I finally found what I wanted to do.” © 
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Manning the Grill 

What draws Y-chromosome cooks to the backyard barbie? 



M ay Ls National Barbecue 
Month, which almost guar 
antees we'll hear or read 
the perennial ponti filiations 
about men's obsession with barbecuing: 
that it derives from a latent desire to re- 
connect with our “primitive” selves. 

The theory goes something like this: 
Once upon a prehistoric time, men of 
a certain age participated in the ritual 
stalking and slaying of free-range 
protein. After weeks in the bush, they 
returned triumphantly to the tribe, 
parading around with their vanquished 
mastodon filet or saber-tooth rump 
roast, which was then grilled over a 
bonfire and shared with their unwashed 
kinfolk. During the gluttonous meat 
orgy, the hunters most likely regaled 
their clan with tales of bravery and/or 
idiocy. One such event was memorial- 
ized on the walls of a cave in what would 
later become France. 

Fast-forward to the emasculated 
modern man: Each spring, he rekindles 
a flickering ember of his primeval 
masculinity by puncturing a package 
of shrink-wrapped frankfurters with 
the pointy edge of a spatula the size of 
a badminton racquet. Then, he roasts 
said wieners over a fossil-fueled flame 
until they resemble withered penises. 
You can serve this theory with a heap- 
ing portion of bitter irony and garnish 
with liberal embellishments on the 
male fascination with war, conquest 
and bloodlust. 

“What is it with men and barbecues? 
It so frustrates me,” wrote celebrity chef 
and cooking-show douchebag Gordon 
Ramsay in the June 2006 issue of Olive 
magazine. “For God’s sake, all you men, 
leave the barbecue to the ladies and go 
and sort out the drinks instead. You are 
pretty much all useless.” 

Useless? Oh, to hear the “Hell’s 
Kitchen” hellion mutter that Scottish 
tripe near my grill. I’d bury a stainless- 
steel skewer in his chest and cap it with 
an organic grape tomato! 

Still, I’ll refrain from offering my own 
presumptuous theories on what draws 
male Homo sapiens to an open flame like 
summer moths. Personally, I like to bar- 
becue for two reasons: One, it’s a socially 
acceptable way to play with fire near the 
house. And two, it’s about the only way 


I can make myself useful during dinner 
preparations. 

The gas grill has expanded my culi- 
nary repertoire exponentially. Without 
it — as my wife, Stacy, often reminds 
me — my dinner-menu offerings would 
be limited to a handful of “dishes” that 
have improved only marginally since 
my college days: black beans and instant 
rice. Browned hamburger meat mixed 
with tomato sauce over angel hair pasta. 
Chicken Parmesan. Cheese omelettes. 
And my fail-safe standby: Progresso 
soup from a can. 

However, when I fire up the gas-pow- 
ered, three-burner Weber Genesis Silver, 
suddenly I’ve got the culinary chops 
of Bobby Flay and am grilling like the 
pros: Corn on the cob, still in the husk 


Marinated salmon filets. Asparagus 
spears and broccolini with Italian spices. 
Ribeye steaks with Montreal dry-rub 
seasoning. 

And my grilling schedule hardly 
begins with National Barbecue Month, 
which coincides with National Salad 
Month, National Egg Month, Better 
Sleep Month, National Good Car Care 
Month, Revise Your Work Schedule 
Month, Date Your Mate Month and — 
my personal favorite — Fungal Infection 
Awareness Month. Try coming up with 
interesting recipes for that last one. 

No, at my house, grilling is a four- 
season activity. During last winter’s 
record-breaking snowstorms, I could 
often be found on the back deck, sport- 
ing a headlamp and pushing a cone of 




food 


the white stuff off an ice-encrusted 
grill hood. The fabric cover retained 
its frozen-grill shape even after it was 
removed, like a Jell-0 mold, and stood 
up on its own. 

Barbecue purists will no doubt take me 
to task for referring to my patio practices 
as “barbecuing" rather than “grilling.” 
Technically, “barbecue” refers to slow 
cooking of food over an indirect flame, 
which is timed with the use of a calendar. 
“Grilling" is what most of us do — that 
is, charring food enough so it’s defrosted 
and can be drenched in condiments. 

Said purists will also scoff at my Hank 
Hill-like preference for propane, but I 
never bought into the oft-cited belief 
that charcoal-grilled food tastes better. 
At a mesquite-smoking steakhouse that 
keeps its grill piping hot for hours on 
end? Perhaps. But in a friend’s backyard, 
it’s more likely that briquette-braised 
burger will taste like 
starter fluid. Even 
if the aroma and 
flavor of charcoal- 
grilled foods trig- 
gers fond memories 
of barbecues 
grandpa's house, the 
effluent coming off 
those smoldering 
briquettes contains 
carbon monoxide 
and volatile or- 
ganic compounds. 

Besides, I prefer 
eating my grilled entree within six hours 
of doling out the potato salad. 

Here's a helpful grilling tip I learned 
last summer from chef Jon Turner 
of the University of Vermont’s Davis 
Center: Pressing burger patties flat with 
a spatula as they cook, as amateurs often 
do, is akin to waving a Polaroid photo to 
make it develop more quickly. It may be 
psychologically satisfying, but it’s actu- 
ally counterproductive, as the flattening 
squeezes out the juice and results in dry, 
crumbly meat. 

In recent years, I’ve become better 
and more creative at grilling veggies, 
which is a good thing, since we get loads 
of them from a local farm. Last winter, 
after Stacy bought a root-vegetable 
share, we had a plethora of parsnips, 
potatoes and beets. 


Grilling potatoes is a no-brainer: Cut 
them into thin slices, drizzle them with 
olive oil, salt and rosemary, wrap them 
in aluminum foil, and cook them on the 
upper grill for 10 to 15 minutes. Stacy 
usually nukes them for a few minutes in 
the microwave beforehand (not in the 
foil!) to ensure they cook evenly. 

Beets should be sliced a bit thicker 
and either marinated or drizzled with 
olive oil, then barbecued until they're 
slightly soft and grill marked on both 
sides. Grilled beets retain their sweet 
taste and somewhat crunchy texture. 
However, a word of warning to parents 
who feed them to a child who isn’t potty 
trained: Don’t be alarmed when, a day 
or two later, your little one’s diaper re- 
sembles a crime scene. 

Another handy tip: Slice veggies such 
as zucchini and eggplant lengthwise 
rather than in rounds. The latter tend 
to fall through the 
slats and become 
charred sacrifices 
to the grill gods. 

I’d love to pro- 
vide advice for 
grilling vegan/ 
vegetarian options 
such as tofu dogs, 
black-bean burgers 
and seitanic offer- 
ings, which don’t 
cook so much as 
blister on the grill. 
But the only meat- 
free protein I’m adept at preparing is 
the portobello mushroom. This you can 
only screw up if you drink too many 
brews and pass out in the chaise lounge. 
Drizzle the mushrooms with olive oil 
and sprinkle with salt, heat both sides 
for a few minutes, and plate — prefer- 
ably on a serving dish not flooded with 
steak drippings. 

Finally, I must confess that my wife 
generally makes all the important sea- 
soning decisions, even for the barbecue. 
But dinner guests often don’t know, or 
care, who spent hours concocting the 
marinade or making the coleslaw. All 
the attention goes to the guy who walks 
into the house with singed eyebrows 
and a steaming plate of blackened food 
and shouts, “Dinner’s ready!” ® 


SUDDENLY I’VE GOT 
THE CULINARY CHOPS 
OF BOBBY FLAY. 
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Organic Local Produce • Fresh Deli • All Natural Groceries 

Check out our new & improved GLUTEN'-FREE section! 


OPEN 8 AM - 7 PM DAILY 

(802) 453-8538 • 25 Mountain View Street, Bristol, Vermont 

First left off Mountain Street. J-ocated Behind Shnws. 



DAILY 3-6 

$4 Cheese Nachos 
& Smoked Misty Knoll 
Chicken Wings 
$4 Bloody Mary's & 
Mimosas every Saturday 


All Draft Beer $2/pint 

Game room now open — pool & air hockey.. .WEE! 
70 Roosevelt Hwy Colchester 
802.448.3230 bevovt.com 

AREAS NEWEST COCKTAIL LOUNGE OFFERING CASUAL FARE 
Open Tuesday-Saturday Lunch & Dinner 
Event space available for private parties 


Chef Joseph invites 
you to try... 

Cavendish Quail Stuffed with 
a Lemon Basil and Leek Risotto 

Spring vegetable risotto cake, burgundy 
gastrique, rainbow micro greens 
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free! 
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WED. 18 


MAY 21 1 THEATER 
Leave Them 
Laughing 

M ichael Trautman's physical comedy practically screams, 
"Don’t try this at home!" The Portland, Maine, performer 
has been known to balance a folding chair on his 
chin — with a kid sitting in it. Such daredevil tricks, pulled off 
with aplomb, are the allure of this new vaudevillian who grew 
up watching Dick Van Dyke and silent-film comedians. His 
solo show, Head in the Cloud s, is something of a “best-of gig, 
including feats developed over the course of his career in theater 
venues, circuses, festivals and street corners. Brace yourself 
for gut-busting illusions and 
clowning around in the vi 
old-time variety shows. Oh, yeah, 
and juggling. The Portland Press 
Herald didn't call Trautman the 
"ping-pong wizard" for nothin'. 


HEAD IN THE CLOUDS’ 





MAY 21 1 MUSIC 


A Storied Life 


MAY 21 C 22 I ETC. AnimalFarm 


Chances are you've never walked a llama through an obstacle course. As 
long as you watch out for spit, that’s one of the many ways to have fun with fiber at this weekend’s Farm to 
Yarn Tour. In a rather hairy turn of events, 13 of the Northeast Kingdom’s fiber- 
producing farms open their doors to visitors eager to get up close and personal 
with sheep, goats, alpacas, angora rabbits and other hirsute creatures. Spin wool 
into yarn at Lyndon’s Will-Ewe Farm on Saturday, or catch a dyeing demo at 
Brigid’s Farm in Peacham. On Sunday, greet baby farm animals — kids, lambs 
and chicks — before sampling some goat's-milk fudge at Montgomery’s Dillner 
Hillside Farm. Can’t bleat — er, beat — that. 


MAY 21 I SPORT Big Strides 


Just a week before the KeyBank Vermont City Marathon, hundreds of runners 
hit the pavement — and not for last-minute training. The eighth annual Girls on the Run Vermont SK Run/ 
Walk is a similar celebration of strength, but the noncompetitive dash also GIRLS ON THE RUN 

recognizes the power of healthy choices and self-image. That’s why each VERMONT 5K RUN/WALK 
racer sports the number “1” on his or her bib. An extension of the Girls on Saturday, May Zl. at Champlain 
the Run and Girls on Track programs for third through eighth graders, the junctlon^Reglstratlon^nd 
open run is a feel-good finale to weeks of training, lifestyle education and packet pick-up, 8:30-9:30 
community service, notes GOTR volunteer coach and board member Sarah a.m.: 5K begins at 10 a.m. 
Zobel. As the girls make a run for it, she says, “You can just see how proud 246 -i476^info© 


Storytelling plays a strong role in Jeni & Billy's pair of 
thematic albums featuring original Appalachian folk 
songs. Jewel Ridge Coal, released in 2008, plays out 
like a love note to a coal-mining town, while last year's 
Longing for Heaven explores the concept of home. 
Virginia-bred Jeni Hankins honed her impressive 
songwriting skills while studying with Pulitzer Prize- 
winning poet Paul Muldoon, and bandmate Billy Kemp 
lends “austere and subtle acoustic arrangements” to 
their collection of old-time ballads and spirituals, 
writes Bluegrass Unlimited. Catch the duo’s self- 
described “new old music” at the MountainFolk 
Concert Series. 


It’s time to buy a house! 


We can help you put the pieces together. 
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hosted by SEVEN DAYS 

Thursday, June 2, 6-8 p.m. 
ECHO LAKE AQUARIUM & SCIENCE CENTER 


5:30 Check-In 

LIGHT DINNER PROVIDED 


RSVPby: 

NOON, THURSDAY, JUNE 2 
AT SEVENDAVSVT.COM OR 865-1020 x37 


JEANNE BOUCHER JASON PIOGEON 


New England 
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Graduate Program 
In Community Mental Health 

Classes Meet One Weekend A Month 
in Burlington, Vt. and Manchester, N.H. 

Nationally recognized Master of Science in Integrated Community 
Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services for Adults or Children, 
Youth, and Families, continuing education courses, and new curriculum 
content in the areas of work with Elders and Early Childhood and 
Family Mental Health. Prepares people for licensure as clinical mental 
health counselor and substance abuse counselor. 

pcmhadmissions@snhu.edu ~ www.snhu.edu/pcmh ~ 800-730-5542 

Southern New Hampshire University 



Build Relationships. 
Drive Business. 

• Visit 200 Exhibitors 

• Attend Seminars & Special Events 

• Network with over 3000 Attendees 

• Register Early for Free Admission 


Register Today! 
at www.vtexpo.com 
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BUILD YOUR OWN RAIN BARREL: Participants build 

South Burlington Stormwater Utility. Public Works 
Building. South Burlington. 5:30-7 p.m. $25. Info. 


WOMEN'S ZUMBA CLASS: Fast-paced rhythms Fuel 

YOGA CLASS: Instructor Deb Malgerl leads yogis in 
accepted. Info, 878-6982. debmalgeriiSaol.com. 


MEDIA MAVEN LUNCHEON: Change the world, or 


MOUNT MANSFIELD SCALE MODELERS: Hobbyists 
Library. Essex Junction. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 


fairs & festivals 


under. Info. 472-5840. 

FLETCHER ALLEN FARMERS MARKET: Locally 

Fletcher Allen Hospital. Burlington. 2:30-5:30 pm. 

WATERBURY FARMERS MARKET: Cultivators and 


Parker Memorial Park. Waterbury, 3-7 p.m. Free. 
Inro. 279-4371. mfof®waterburyfarmersmarket.com. 

games 

CHESS CLUB: Checkmate! Board-game players try 
Methodist Church. South Burlington, 7 p.m. $2-3. 


health & fitness 

MEDITATION CLASS: This heart-centered practice. 

STRONG LIVING EXERCISE: Fitness enthusiasts 
Public Library. Barre. 8 a.m. Free. Info. 443-1654. 


AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS: Flower-crafting, rope- 
go. Kellogg-Hubbard Library. Montpelier. 3:30 p.m. 
ALBURGH PLAYGROUP: Tots form friendships over 


'3 BACKYARDS': See WED.18. 7 p.m. 

'OF GODS AND MEN': See WED.18. 7 p.m. 

THE GREENHORNS': The documentary digs into the 

5:30-7 p.m' Free. Info. 861-9700. 

TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD’: Gregory Peck took 
in this 1962 film adaptation of Harper Lee% novel. 


BENEFIT BAKE: Folks down slices to support Stowe 


FLETCHER PLAYGROUP: Little ones make use 
Elementary School, Cambridge. 9-10:30 a.m. Free. 
FRANKLIN STORY HOUR: Lovers of the written 

GEORGIA PLAYGROUP: Provided snacks offer an 
9:30-11 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

MONTGOMERY PLAYGROUP: Little ones up to 

Library, 10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL: Preschoolers up to age 5 

Memorial Library. Wllliston. 10:30 a.m. Free. Info, 
878-4918. 

OPEN COMPUTER TIME: Teens play games and surf 
Burlington, 3-4:30 p,m. Free. Info. 863-3403. 
SPRING CARNIVAL: Coming to a mall near you: the 
Tilt-A-Whirl. the Tornado, the Zipper and all the cot- 


11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Free. Info. 878-4918. 

LUNCH IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE: See WED.18. 


music 

AN EVENING OF SONG WITH PIERO BONAMICO: 

$20; $45 with dinner. Info, B00-537-8427. 

MIR ZAYNEN DO - WE ARE HERE: YIDDISH AND 
HEBREW SONGS FROM THE OLD COUNTRY': Choral 

Montpelier. 7:30-9 p.m. $10-20. Info. 828-8743. 


MORNING BIRD WALK: Naturalist Matt Kolan and 


seminars 

FACEBOOK 101 AND MORE': Social-media guru 

Center. Rutland, 8-10 a.m. $< 


noon-l:30 p.m. 55-15; additional $5 for lunch. Info. 


BOOKED FOR LUNCH: Bill Schubart author of The 


theater 

FORBIDDEN BROADWAY': The Valley Players roast 

7:30 p.m. $18. Info, 583-1674. 

MRS. WARREN’S PROFESSION': Theatre 


THE CRUCIBLE': SL Johnsbury Academy Theatre 
7:30 p.m. S5-10. Info. 748-2600. 


words 

BOOK TALK & LUNCHEON: 7he Complete Kitchen 

STORY TIME: Lit lovers of all ages take in fanciful 
tales. Bud & Bella's Bookshop, Randolph, 11 a.m. 
Free. Inro. 728-5509. 

THE MOTH: Phantom Theaters Tracy Martin hosts 
theme. Big Picture Theater & Cafe, Waitsfield, 7 p.m 


FRI.20 


WORKING WITH YOUTH CONFERENCE: People 


NAME THAT MOVIET: Cinemaddicts try to cor- 

Montpelier. 5-6 p.m. $2.50. Info, 229-0598. 
RAPTOR ENCOUNTER: See WED.18. 11 a.m. 
TALK TO THE TRAINER: See WED.18, 2 p.m. 


fairs & festivals 


BARRE BIKE & FITNESS FESTIVAL: Cyclists spin 


'ASK US WHO WE ARE': Bess O'Briens documentary 

10. Info. 592-3190. 

CERTIFIED COPY*: Juliette Binoche stars in Abbas 

MONTHLY MOVIES WITH MILAREPA: Unwind with 

'MY PERESTROIKA’: Robin HessmanS documentary 

food & drink 

CHELSEA FARMERS MARKET: A long-standing 
Chelsea. 3-6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 685-9987. chelsea- 

CHOCO LATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.18. 2 p.m. 
HARDWICK FARMERS MARKET: A burgeoning 

Hardwick. 3-6 p.m. Free. Info. 533-2337. hardwick- 

LYNDONVILLE FARMERS MARKET: A seasonal 

Lyndonville, 3-7 p.m. Free 


health & fitness 


ARGENTINEAN TANGO: Shoulders back, chin up! 
session. Salsalina Studio. Burlington, 7:30-10 p.m. 

BALLROOM LESSON & DANCE SOCIAL: Singles 

dancing 8-10 p.m. $14. Into. 862-2269. 

DARTMOUTH DANCE THEATER ENSEMBLE: Ford 

Hanover. N.H.. 8 p.m. S5-16. Info. 603-646-2422. 
WEST COAST DANCE: Two hourlong lessons at 5 
7 to 10 p.m. The Art House. Middlebury. $15 per les- 


EXERCISE FOR BALANCE: Participants focus on 

Burlington. 10-11 a.m. $5. Info. 658-7477, sheskies® 


AFTER SCHOOL BOOK DISCUSSION: M 

AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS: See THU.19. 3:30 p.m. 

AUDITIONS FOR RENT: SCHOOL EDITION’: Students 

High School, South Duxbury, 3 p.m. Free; by appoint- 


| | BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

mobile UP-T D-THE-MINUTE CALENDAR EVENTS. PLUS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURANTS, CLUB DATES. 





‘BIG: THE MUSICAL': A boy In a mans body finds 


‘DRAW COMICS!': Teens sketch and share illus- 
3-4:30 p.m. Free. Info, B65-7Z16. 

EAST MONTPELIER STORY TIME: Lively narratives. 

FAIRFAX PLAYGROUP: See WED.18. 9-10:30 a.m. 
FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP: Youngsters entertain 

11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 527-54Z6. 

KIDS MOVIE: Potterheads journey through the 


THE NEXT GENERATION': Seventeen high school- 

7:30 p.m. $10-15. Info, 728-6464. 

THE TRANSCONTINENTAL DUO: Pianists Elaine 

four-hands in 'Steinway 'B' (1927) Meets the Elegant 
Erard (1877),* St. Paul’s Cathedral, Burlington, 


theater 

AUDITIONS FOR 'OLIVER!' ft 'GUYS AND DOLLS': 

Free. Info. 933-6171, infb.fotohlPgmail.com. 
'CHICAGO': The Community Theatre Players "give 
the Arts, N.Y., 8 p.m. $12-16. Info. 518-523-2512, 



POSSUMHAW: Tight 

home. Grand Isle. 7:30-10 § 

SENIOR WEEK CHORAL % 
CONCERT: Alumni join B 

the Middiebuiy College 1 

Info. 443-6433. 


SAT. 21 


PLANT SALE: A master gardener is on hand to 

Free. Info. 425-6345. 

RAISING LAYERS: SMALL-SCALE EGG 

'SEED SAVING FOR THE FUTURE: PRESERVING 
OPEN-POLLINATED VEGETABLE VARIETIES TO 
SUPPORT OUR LOCAL FOOD SYSTEM': Organic gar- 

donation; preregister. Info, 436-3300. 

SPRING PLANT SALE: Gardeners select perennials 


dance 

DARTMOUTH DANCE THEATER ENSEMBLE: See 

FRI.20. 2 p.m. 

LEBANON BALLET SCHOOL: Balletomanes watch 

MONTPELIER CONTRA DANCE: Jeff Petrovitch calls 


education 

VERMONT LAW SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT: 


'( REPRESENTING THE PAST': F 

Artists’ Mediums. Willlston, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Free. 
Info. 879-1236. 

ART a PLAY: BUILDING WITH BLOCKS: Block 

Arts Center & Gallery, Woodstock. 10 a.m.-noon. 

SATURDAY ART SAMPLER: Adults and teens 

Burlington, 10 a.m.-noon. $24. Info. 425-2700. 
WOOD-CARVING DEMO: Visitors avid about avians 


ANTIQUES a FUNKY JUNK FLEA MARKET: 

Junction, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free Info. 879-0122. 

BCA SUMMER ARTIST MARKET: Local artisans 

9 a.m.-Z:30 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7166. kmaconcP 

YARD. PLANT, BOOK a BAKE SALE: People take 

a.m.-l p.m. Free. Info, 5B6-96B3. 




CIVIL WAR REENACTMENT: History buffs commem- 

a.m.-4 p.m. Free. Info. 468-3C 

FARM TO YARN TOUR: Fc 

HORSE SENSE DEMONSTRATION: Certified equine 


MONTREAL SKETCH 
COMEDY FESTIVAL: 

SeeWED.lB, 8 p.m. 


CITIZEN LEADERSHIP 
IN A CONNECTED AGE: 

$20 includes lunch. Info. 922-7101. 



RAPTOR ENCOUNTER: St 
TALK TO THE TRAINER: See WED.18, 2 p.m. 

VC AM ACCESS ORIENTATION: Video-production 

procedures. Preregister. VCAM Studio, Burlington, 11 
a.m.-l p.m. Free. Info. 651-9692. 

fairs & festivals 

ADAMANT BLACKFLY FESTIVAL: Don't bug out - 

ALL-COMMUNITY YOUTH ART FESTIVAL: See 
BARRE BIKE a FITNESS FESTIVAL: See FRI.20. 9 
BLOOMTIME FESTIVAL a PLANT SALE: Green 

South Burlington, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. Info, 
864-3073. 

HEAVYFEST: Heloise & the Savolr Faire. 
Casio Bastard, Pariah Beat. Japhy 

film 

'CERTIFIED COPV: See FRI.20. 7 p.m. & 9 p.m. 

'MY PERESTROIKA': See FRI.20. 7 p.m. a 9 p,m. 


SAT.21 » P.56 


calendar 


SAT.21 « P.55 


cheese. Burlington City Hall Park. 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 


CAPITAL CITY FARMERS MARKET: Fresh produce, 

p.m. Free. Info, 223-2958. managenfPmontpelier- 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.18. 2 p.m. 
MIDDLEBURY FARMERS MARKET: Crafts, cheeses. 

The Marbieworks, Middlebury. 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Free. Info, 388-0178. middleburyfm@yahoo.com. 

MORRISVILLE FARMERS MARKET: Foodies stock 

MOUNT TOM FARMERS MARKET: Purveyors of 

9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Free. Info. 763-2070. foxx- 

NORTHWEST FARMERS MARKET: Stock up on local. 

NORWICH FARMERS MARKET: Neighbors discover 

Supply and the Bike Hub. Route 5 South, Norwich, 9 

PRERACE DINNER: The evening before the 5K 
Red Neck Road Race & Fitness Walk, entrants 

and tossed salad. Oanville School, 5:30 p.m. $3-7; 

RUTLAND COUNTY FARMERS MARKET: Downtown 

:h. Depot Park, 
Rutland, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Info, 773-4813. 

WAITSFIELD FARMERS MARKET: Local bands 

is. Mad River Green. Waitsfield. E 


KIDS' NIGHT OUT/PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT: Adults 

to New York City. Preregister. Contemporary Dance 
per hour. Info. 229-4676. 

Fletcher Free Library. Burlington, 10-11 a.m. Free. 

ROLFING CLINIC FOR KIDS: Kids up to age 10 

865-4770. robert_rex@gmavt.net. 

SARAH DILLARD: The author and Illustrator of 

ajn. Free. Info. 482-5189. 

SPRING CARNIVAL: S 


games 

HIGH SCHOOL MONOPOLY TOURNAMENT: Nint 

board. University Mall. South Burlington. 11 a.m. 


health & fitness 

CLIMB THE BENNINGTON MONUMENT: Stair dimb- 

Battle Monument, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. $35, Info. 876-6861. 

AUDITIONS FOR 'RENT: SCHOOL EDITION’: See 

FRI.20, U-32 High School, Montpelier. 9 a.m. 

BIG TRUCK DAY 2011: Fire trucks, dump trucks. 

ramily. Info, 864-8191. 

'BIG: THE MUSICAL': See FRI.20. 7 p.m. 

CHILDREN'S STORY TIME: Little ones sidle up to 


music 


CITY HALL CENTENNIAL TRIBUTE CONCERT: 


SHUGGARFEST 2011: Stone Bullet Play the Angel. 

snacks and face painting. Info. 497-2392. 

VERMONT PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA: A spring 

Music Hall. Randolph. 7:30 pjn. $5-15. Info, 

outdoors 

BIRO DAY FESTIVAL- The Swing Peepers and the 

Free. Info. 434-2167. 

BIRD-MONITORING WALK: Beginning birders 

Donations. Info. 434-3068. 

SPRING WILOFLOWER 


JAMES PELKEY HEART STRONG GOLF 
TOURNAMENT: Swingers tee off in support of 


Montpelier, 7 p.m. $15-20; cash bar. Info. 229-4427. 
GREEN MOUNTAIN CHORUS: In "Unforgettable.’ the 

South Burlington High School. 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 
$5-15. Info. 505-9595. 

GUMBO LOCO: Andy Stewart Mary Jo Slattery and 

N.H., 11 ajn. Free. Info, 603-646-2422. 

HANDEL SOCIETY OF DARTMOUTH 
COLLEGE: Through Handel's 


Niquette Bay State 
Park. Colchester. 10 



^fuCABTIST 


JENI & BILLY: Tales of coal miners, preach- 

Town Hall. 7:30 p.m. $15-20. Info. 431-3433, folk 

JON ANDERSON: The former lead singer of Yes 

Town Hall Theatre, Woodstock. 7:30 p.m. $29.70. 
Inlb. 457-3981. 

MONTPELIER COMMUNITY GOSPEL CHOIR: 



seminars 

FINAL CUT PRO OPEN LAB: Apprentice Him editors 
member lends a hand. Preregister. VCAM Studio, 


5K POWER RUN & WALK-A-THON: Folks 

Stowe Bike Path. 9 a.m. $25. Info. 
888-763-3366. 


cepted. Info, 778-0881. 

PIANO MASTER CLASS: Janice Meyer Thompson 

Paul's Cathedral, Burlington, 9:30 a.m.-noon. Free. 
Info, 864-9209 or 864-0471. 

SEAHORSES RALLY FOR CINDY: Carol Jones. Will 


DANDELION RUN: Runners pass 


EVERGREEN PRESCHOOL COMMUNITY GOLF 
TOURNAMENT: Fore! Seasoned golfers and new- 

$90. Info. 475-7813, golf4evergreen@gmail.com. 


a.m.: race. 10 a.m. $10-20. Info. 246- 

INTRODUCTORY BICYCLE RIDE: Folks 

a.m. Free. Info. 399-2352. 


Williston Country Club. 8 a.m. $90 per person; $360 
RIDE FOR MIKAELA: Riders push the pedal on a 

theater 

A NIGHT OF HOPE': 

'CHICAGO': See FRI.20. 8 p.m. 

EPIC PROPORTIONS’: See FRI.20, 7:30 p.m. 

‘FORBIDDEN BROADWAY': See THU.19, 

HEAD IN THE CLOUDS': 

suggested donation. Info. 533-2589, 
MAGIC SHOW: Four performers pull off 

MRS. WARREN'S PROFESSION': See THU.18. 

PEACE AND PARDON IN THE PARLOR': Merry 

SPIELPALAST CABARET: See FRI.20. 8 p.m. & spe- 


THE CRUCIBLE’: See THU.19, 7:30 p.m. 

THE MET: LIVE IN HD: Bryn Terfel. Deborah Voigt 

noon. $16-23. Info. 748-2600. 

THE VERY DICKENS': See FRI.20, 7 p.m. 





I | BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

mobile 



FIND SELECT EVENTS ON TWITTER @7DAYSCALENDAR 




calendar 


LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 


seminars 

KEYS TO CREDIT: A seminar clears up the confus- 




ADULT FLOOR HOCKEY: Male and female players 



theater 

AUDITIONS FOR 'OLIVER!' & ‘GUYS AND DOLLS': 


words 

BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: Tobias Smollett's The 



MARJORIE CADY MEMORIAL WRITERS GROUP: 



TUE.24 

community 

EXIT 16 TRAFFIC STUDY MEETING: The Town of 





conferences 

GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT 
CONFERENCE: Biz kids involved in cross-border dls- 



dance 

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCE: Dance-door disci- 






: CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES = 


classes 


) THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


ayurveda 

AYURVEDIC CLEANSE & 
REJUVENATION WORKSHOP: 

Jun. 1-15, 5:30-7:30 p.m.. Weekly 
on Wed. Cost: Sl25/series. 

Yoga & Therapy, 354 Dorset SL, 
suite 204. S. Burlington. Info: 
658-9440, vtcyt.com. During 

BALANCE YOUR HORMONES, 
BALANCE YOUR LIFE. BALANCE 
YOUR BREATH: Jun. 11, 10 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Cost: $75/class. 

Yoga & Therapy. 364 Dorset 

Claudia Welch joins VTCYT fora 


burlington city 
arts 

BCA 

BURLINGTONCITYARTS 








building 

TINY HOUSE RAISING: Cl 

S250/workshop. Locatio 








CLAYMATION: Jun. 20-24, 9 
a.m.-12 p.m. Cost: $170/camp. 






CDs of the 




3-DAY PMP EXAM BOOT CAMP: 

Cost: $1.999/camp. Location: 
DoubleTree Hotel. 1117 Wil liston 

Vijay Desai, MBA. PMR P.Eng.. 

3-Day PMP Exam Preparation 
Boot Camp by DMC (Desai 

camps 

ART CAMP: A: Jun. 27-Jul. 1, 
ages 8-13. Cost: $270/incl. all 
614 Macrae Rd.. Colchester. Info: 




climbing 


VERMONT CLIMBING & 
ADVENTURE SCHOOL: 

858-9034. Overnight Yoga and 
S125/person. Mother and Child 


concert June 10 at the Flynn 
Main Stage. June 2.7-7:30 p.m.< 

(all levels]! 7:30-9:30 p.m., DJ 

DANCE ARTISTS COLLECTIVE: 

Mon., 7:00-8:15 p.m. Location: 

Dances. Lucille Dyer, 863-3369, 


ARGENTINE TANGO FOR 
BEGINNERS: May 22-Jun. 12, 

$50/1 -hr. class. Location: North 
End Studio. 294 N. Winooski 

City Tango. Elizabeth Seyler. 
862-2833, eseyler@temple. 

Elizabeth Seyler holds a PhD 

BURUNGTON'S BEST SALSA: 
DAVID LARSON & SOUTH END 
STUDIO: We’re growing! Classes 

Location: South End Studio. 696 

South End Studio (still the new- 


DANCE CONDITIONING & 
BALLET: Ballet Barre & Adagio. 

Info: 863-3369. lucllle® 


DANCE STUDIO SALSALINA: 

266 Pine St., Burlington. Info: 
Victoria. 598-1077, info® 




LEARN TO SWING DANCE: Cost: 
$60/6-week series ($50 for 

mont.com, 860-7501, Great fun, 

Instructors: Shirley McAdam and 
Chris Nickl. 

LEARN TO DANCE W/ A 
PARTNER!: Cost: $50/4-week 

Club. 20 Crowley SL. Burlington, 
First Step Dance. 598-6757. 








WEEKLONG INTENSIVES FOR 
TEENS & ADULTS: Location: 

May 31-June 2 5:30-7 p.m. 

$35 with a full Contact Improv 
Jam June 3. 6-8 p.m. S5-S10. 

Hip-Hop with Olivia Zoecklein: 
June 6-10, 7-8:30 p.m. $60. Tap 
1-2 w/ Olivia Zoecklein: June 13- 


Advanced Street Jazz with Kelly 
Sturgis: June 13-17, 7-8:30 p.m. 


Kaitlyn O'Donnell: June 20-24, 

with BJ Paulin: June 20-24, 
7-8:30 p.m. $60. Intermediate/ 

1. Ballet 4:30-6:15 p.m. $75. 
Pointe, 6:15-7 p.m. (Teacher 

Mary Jo Cahilly-Bretzin: July 
5-8, 6-7:30 p.m. $45. Register by 


davis studio 

« ® Davis 
i* Studio 

oli tcoc te fetter ^oyrc-roeMvthj 


camp. Location: Davis Studio. 


FASHION DESIGN INTENSIVE 
TEEN CAMP: Jul. 4-8 or Jul. 11- 

Davis Studio, 4 Howard St.. 


classes 


) THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


DAVID STUDIO « P.S9 

INTRO TO OIL PAINTING TEEN 
CAMP: Jul. 25-29. Cost: S400/ 

empowerment 


SAMURAI SWORD WORKOUT: 

May 26-Jul. 21, 6-7 p.m.. Weekly 

Wllliston Rd.. S. Burlington. Info: 
Stephanie ShoheL 578-9243. 


Willems (Plgeon/Knuffle Bunny) 

AUDITION WORKSHOP W/ 
THEATRICAL DREAM TEAM: 
MARK NASH. KATHRYN BLUME 
& BILL REED: Ages 11-18: 


Waterbury. Info: Sue. 244-7909. 






flynnarts 

FLYMMARTS 


HORSES 8c LEADERSHIP 
WORKSHOP: May 28-29. 10 a.m.- 

Horses 8c Pathfinders Center 
Leadership 8c Coaching 6899 




healing arts 

EXPRESSING SELF W/ THE 

Weekly on Tue. Cost: S100/ 

office. 11 Kilburn St., Burlington. 
Info: 860-6203. journeyworks@> 


VERMONT'S SCHOOL OF HERBS: 

Herbs. 5914 Lower Newton Rd.. 

527-1212. info@vermontpure- 




WISOOM OF THE HERBS 
SCHOOL: Wild Edible Intensive 

held May 15, Jun. 5 8c Jul. 10, 8c 
Aug. 21, Sep. 18 & Oct. 16. Join 




Valley. 257 Pine SL (across 

AIKIDO: Tue.-Frl, 6-7:30 p.m.; 
Sat., 9-10 a.m.; 8c Sun., 10-11:30 


VERMONT BRAZILIAN JIU- 

Sat. 10 a.m. 1st class is free. 

Jiu-Jitsu. 55 Leroy Rd., Williston. 
Info: 660-4072, Julio@>bjjusa. 




Degree Black Belt. Brazilian Jiu- 


through May 19. 6-7:30 pm. $65 


FUN SUMMER AIKIDO FOR 
CHILDREN AGES 6-12: Location: 

Ave., Burlington. Info: 862-97B5. 
mornings 9:30-10:30 a.m. 




massage 

ASIAN BODYWORK THERAPY 
PROGRAM: Weekly on Mon., 
Tue. Cost: $5.000/500-hour 

of Healing, 21 Essex Way, suite 



CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES = 




F or a brief, shining moment in the 
mid- to late 1980s, 8084 were 
among the biggest rock bands 
ever to call Vermont home. They 
toured prodigiously, sharing the stage with 
several of the day's stars: Blue Oyster Cult, 
Whitesnake and Toto, to name a few. They 
signed a major-label deal, were sponsored by 
Coors and worked with one of the era's most 
accomplished producers. 8084 lived a rock- 
and-roll lifestyle most can only dream about. 
Not bad for a hair-metal act from Burlington. 

"Actually, we prefer the term ‘arena 
rock,’” says guitarist Andre Maquera. 

Duly noted. 

8084 formed in Burlington in 1982 and 
remained active for nearly a quarter centu- 
ry, though with varying rosters in their later 
years. This Thursday, May 19, at the Higher 
Ground Ballroom, the band takes the stage 
with the surviving members of its original 
lineup for the first time since 2000. The 
show kicks off a string of reunion dates and 
harks back to what vocalist Randy Smith de- 
scribes as "the golden days" of Burlington's 
rock scene. 

“Back then, it was a little bit different in 
Burlington,” says Smith by phone from his 
current home in Charlotte, N.C. “The scene 
was really starting to pop.” 

8084 made their name playing the lo- 
cal circuit, at bars and clubs now mostly 
forgotten in the haze of hair spray and fog 
machines — places such as Neutral Grounds, 
Texas, Hunt’s and a large Shelburne Road 
nightclub called Club New England. 

“If you were anybody with a name, you 


played Club New England,” Smith recalls. 
He says the club would book the band for 
five or six nights at a time, and they'd draw 
upward of 500 fans per night. “It was nuts 
back then." 

“Everybody knew each other," Smith con- 
tinues. “It wasn’t unusual to see all the bands 
in town come out for a Sunday night show. 
There was a nice camaraderie. You’d walk in 
to Nectar’s and Nectar [Rorris] would know 
you by name It was a great time” 

He adds it was also a wilder time. 

“Back then, DUI didn't exist,” says Smith. 
“Or they didn't have a name for it There 
were things that you just did, and you did 
them because everybody was doing them." 
Smith prefers not to elaborate on what 
"things” those were, exactly. But anyone 
who has seen an episode of VHl’s “Behind 
the Music” can likely connect the dots. 

In 1986, 8084 left Burlington for Man- 
chester, N.H., to be closer to the rock scene 
in Boston. There they met producer Hirsh 
Gardner, who helped the band write, re- 
cord and release its self-titled debut al- 
bum. The following year, 8084 won Rock 
Search International at Olympic Stadium 
in Montreal, a battle-of-the-bands-style 
contest judged by a panel of industry big- 
wigs. Soon after, the band signed a deal 
with CBS Records subsidiary MCM. 8084 
were on their way. 

MCM tagged Aldo Nova to helm the 
band’s next record. Nova was — and still is 
— a highly regarded producer in industry 
circles whose resume includes Bon Jovi, 
Cyndi Lauper and Celine Dion. 


“It was a dream come true,” says Smith, 
adding that Jon Bon Jovi himself wrote 
a song for what would have been 8084’s 
major-label debut. But a funny thing hap- 
pened on the way to rock stardom. 

Roughly five months in, and three- 
quarters of the way through completing 
the record, MCM inexplicably backed out 
of the project. The label shelved the album, 
which has sat gathering dust in a Montreal 
recording studio ever since. 

“We have a joke we use to this day,” says 
Smith. ‘“Don't you realize who we almost 
were?’” 

The end of the 1980s would also bring 
about the end of the original incarnation of 
8084, when keyboard player Charlie Haw- 
thorne died in a car accident on Christmas 
Eve, 1989. 

That night, 8084 played a gig in White 
River Junction. Woody Harrelson, then 
part of the cast of the popular sitcom 
Cheers, was in attendance and hung out 
with the band after the show. 

“That was pretty cool,” recalls Smith. 

Later, Smith and Hawthorne parted 
ways at a gas station, the former headed 
north to Burlington, the latter southbound 
on 1-89. 

“We gave each other big hugs and said, 
“Merry Christmas,’ and that was that,” he says. 

Hawthorne fell asleep at the wheel on 
his way home, crashed and died. Coin- 
cidentally, Smith also fell asleep driving 
home. His car merely went off the road and 
into a ditch near Williston. He was towed 
out and drove home, where his wife await- 


ed him with news of Hawthorne’s death. 

"Signing a big record deal, losing a 
big record deal and then losing your best 
friend. That was pretty much the ’80s,” 
Smith says. 

8084 continued playing off and on with 
a rotating cast for another 15 years, though 
Smith says the group was never the same. 

“It wasn’t the end of the band,” says 
Smith of Hawthorne's death. “But it was 
the end of the band as it was.” 

Eventually, even aspiring arena-rock 
stars have to pack away the spandex, flatten 
feathered bangs and grow up. Now 8084's 
members have families and “real” jobs. Ma- 
quera operates West Street Digital studios 
in Fairfield, Vt. Smith owns a web-design 
company in North Carolina. Bassist Frank 
Barnes is the vice principal at Mount An- 
thony Union High School in Bennington. 
Drummer Gary Spaulding works in soft- 
ware and lives in White River Junction. 

This week, 8084 have a chance to re- 
capture their youth, if only for a few nights. 
While they probably won’t don outrageous 
outfits or tease what remains of their hair, 
Smith and Maquera promise the band will 
evoke memories of the halcyon 1980s, in 
both sound and spirit. 

"There will definitely be leg kicks,” says 
Maquera. "And maybe some splits.” © 
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Blame It on the 
Rain (or Tom 
Messner) 

Rain, rain, go away. Come 
again another day. Just not 
this Saturday, OK? 

You see, rain, there's big 
doin's at the magic hat brewing 

COMPANY AND PERFORMING ARTS 

center that day, and I'd hate 
for you to muck it up like 
you’ve done for most of the 
spring. You’ve overstayed 
your welcome even more 
than your flaky cousin, snow. 
And I thought that sumbitch 
would never leave. But I 
digress. 

Like so many folks around 
town. I've really been looking 
forward to Heavyfest at the 
oP brewery this Saturday. 
There are a slew of top-notch 
local and regional acts slated 
to play, including waylon 

bastard — great name, right? 

— PARIAH BEAT and JAH RED. 

Plus, our old disco-rockin’ 
friends heloise&the savoir 
faire, who've been hard at 
work on a new album, will 
co-headline with rustic 
overtones. I know. I was kind 
of surprised those cats are 
still around myself. I wonder 
if they’ll play “Slowly”... 

Anyway, the lineup is 
great. But that’s not even 


the best part. The best part 
is that the show is free. And 
the best best part is that 
there will be an outdoor 
beer garden, which is, well, 
outdoors. Where we’d all like 
to have been this week. But 
we weren’t, because you just 
wouldn’t let up. Thanks for 
that. 

Not only is there a beer 
garden, there is a free shuttle 
between Nectar’s and the 
brewer)', so folks can get to 
the show, enjoy themselves 
and not worry about having 
to drive home. Pretty 
thoughtful, right? 

But wait, there’s more. 

There’ll be a BBQ, which, 
like the beer garden, works 
much better when you’re not 
around. There will also be 
prizes and guided brewery 
tours, neither of which are 
weather dependent, really ... 
but still. 

The big thing, and the 
real reason I’m asking you 
to sit this one out, Rain, is 
that the show is a benefit for 
the do-gooders at big heavy 
world. Those kids operate 
on less than a shoestring 
budget, and any opportunity 
to help fill their coffers is a 
good one. I don’t mean to 
be rude, but I’m just afraid 
that, if you show up, no one 
else will. You have that effect 



on people. Kind of like how 
you’ve driven a normally 
rational music critic to write 
half a column like an open 
letter to precipitation. See 
what I mean? 

So, yeah. Go check out 
magichat.net/heavyfest for 
all the details. Then go to 
weather.com and go fuc ... 

Soul, Sucker 

As I’m sure many of you 
have, I’ve spent a lot of 
time recently pondering 
the impending closure of 
Montpelier’s Langdon Street 


i 


Cafe. And I’ve come to one 
indisputable conclusion. 

It sucks. 

In all seriousness, losing 
one of the state’s most 
vibrant music hubs is a 
major, major downer. But I 
think there are at least two 
takeaway lessons here. 

Lesson 1: If you’re gonna 
go out, go out with some 
pizzazz. The cafe's calendar 
between now and D-Day, 
May 28, is chock-full of 
goodness. Just this weekend, 
for example, LSC has got kat 

WRIGHT & THE INDOMITABLE SOUL 

band on Thursday, j.p. Harris 

& THE TOUGH CHOICES With the 

concrete rivals on Friday, and 

the UNDERSCORE ORKESTRA On 

Saturday. Which brings me 



Lesson 2: If you can, steal 
a similar venue's biggest 
weekly draw. 

I'm kidding, of course. 
LSC didn’t steal Wright and 
her Thursday-night soul- 
sessions band from Radio 
Bean. I’m told they gleefully 
accepted the gig. In fact, 
the Bean's lee anderson is 
rumored to be making a 
cameo behind the bar at 
LSC to pour drinks at what 

the club’s BEN MATCHSTICK 









Are you a 

sm oker ? 

, -%? 

| You may be able to participate 
i in a research program at the 
| University of Vermont! 


STUDY #30: Forages 18-45 

•You will learn strategies to decrease 
5 your anxiety and quit smoking I 
ui 'The study involves a total of 12 visits 
p • Free Nicotine Replacement Patches are 
" included in the brief 4-session intervention 
° • Also earn moneta ry compensation for 
most visits, totaling up to S142.50 in cash 


u> For more information or to set up an 
2 appointment, please call 656-0655 


£ STUDY #33: For ages 18-65 

This study involves 2 visits, a total of 
approximately 4 hours. If eligible you may 
be asked to quit for 12 hours. Participants 
in the study may be paid $40 in cash 


For more information or to set up 
g an appointment, please call 
J Teresa at 656-3831 


CLUB DATES 


music 



fc ALL AGES. Nt NO COVER. 



Devil Went Down to 

Montpelier “The greatest trick the Devil ever 
pulled was convincing the world he didn’t exist.” — Charles 
Pierre Baudelaire. Given their down-home look, you might 
dismiss the moniker of Santa Cruz-based acoustic trio the devil 
makes three as playful irony. That’s exactly what the Devil 
would want you to do. More hellion than hayseed, this ain’t no 
bluegrass band. Instead, they deliver a firestorm of subversive 
punk, ragtime, folk and country that would likely please 
the Devil himself. The band wraps up an East Coast tour at 
Montpelier’s Positive Pie 2 this Saturday, May 21. 


northern 



regional 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic. 3 p.m.. Free. 


THU. 19 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Jen Crowell (singer- 



LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Ellen 



MONKEY HOUSE: Hell or Hlghwater. 



PARIMA MAIN STAGE: Burgundy 








SLIDE BROOK LODGE & TAVERN: 


champlain valley 

ON THE RISE BAKERY: Gabe Jarrett & 


TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: DJ Jam 

Man (Top 40). 10 p.m„ Free. 


northern 



PARKER PIE CO.: Howie Cantor 
RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ 


MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS: G. 


TABU CAFE & NIGHTCLUB: Karaoke 


FRI.20 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Myra Flynn (neo-soul). 



BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with 


CLUB METRONOME: No Digglty: 



HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: SI 


HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 










Listening In 
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calls Radio Bean’s “kissin' 
cousin.” And who knows? 
The Bean has managed to 
keep its doors open despite 
speculation its days could 
be numbered. Perhaps some 
of that Lee Anderson magic 
could inspire someone to 
save LSC? 

(Wishful thinking, I 
know.) 

Anyway, Montpeculiar- 
ians, ISB’s Thursday-night 
residency at the Bean is just 
about the hottest thing going 
in the Queen City right now. 
The band is crazy tight, and 
Wright reincarnated as a 
soul singer is nothing short 
of stunning. If you like her 
stuff with her band loveful 
heights, wait until you get a 
load of this. Trust me. 

BiteTorrent 

If you read the review of 
their newly released EP, 

Who Cares If We’re Dope? 
Vol. 3 (page 67), you already 
know that the aztext are 
coming out of hiding to play 
their first live show in years, 
dubbed Return of the Boom 
Bap, this Thursday at Club 
Metronome. What you may 
not know is that there will 
be sightings of a few other 
seldom-seen Burlington hip- 
hop luminaries that night. 

In addition to the Aztext, 
fattieb's all-star hip-hop 
funk ensemble, the beat 


biters, takes the stage for a 
rare non-Jazz-Fest-related 
performance. With prodigal 
MC thirtyseven back in town 
for a hot minute, wombaticus 
rex continue their pseudo- 
reunion run. And, though 
they’re not exactly hermits, 
lynguistic civilians round out 
the bill. 


And now let’s pause for a 
two-word review of Audrey 
ryan’s new album, Thick Skin: 
Holy fuck. The Burlington 
expat celebrates the new 
record with a show at the 1/2 
Lounge this Tuesday. 

This Sunday, Merrill’s Roxy 
Cinema is showing a special 
advance screening of phish's 
upcoming concert DVD, 

Live in Utica, in conjunction 
with the Waterwheel 
Foundation, the charitable 
arm (fin?) of the Phab 
Four’s mighty' jampire. The 
showing is a benefit for 
the Boys & Girls Club of 
Burlington and, specifically, 
the organization’s music 
program. The DVD doesn’t 
officially' hit shelves until 
Tuesday, but will be available 
for purchase at the screening. 
The BGC will also raffle off 
copies of the film, as well as 
tickets to Phish’s Super Ball 
IX phreedom bonanza over 
July Fourth weekend. 


Band Name of the Week: 
the brass balagan. 1 think 
I’ll just let bandleader david 
symons describe his latest 
project. David? “The Brass 
Balagan is an amorphous, 
amoebic, ever-changing 
assemblage of noisemaking 
humans which appears in 
odd places, and less odd 
places, on the surface of the 
Earth. Our arrival is often 
sudden, like a slow-moving, 
out-of-tune cavalry, and our 
departure is typically swift, 
leaving only minor damage.” 
Thanks, David. Catch the 
Brass Balagan at Parima this 
Sunday with locals lokum, 
and the aforementioned 
Underscore Orkestra. 


Burlington expats pretty & 
nice are back in town this 
week, and with a spariding 
new seven-inch single in 
tow, Fantastic Artifact. Catch 
them at the Monkey House 
this Sunday. 


If you haven’t checked 
out recording studio/alt- 
venue Signal Kitchen yet, 
Friday might be a good 
time to do so, as villanelles, 

ERRANDS, WAVE OF THE FUTURE, 

Brattleboro-based electro 
duo starfawn and DJ DISCO 
phantom get down and dirty 
in the basement. I caught 
Villanelles’ CD release there 
a few weeks ago and had a 
great time. The joint looked, 


felt — and ldnda smelled — 
just like a basement rock 
club should. 


Last but not least, according 
to several batshit-crazy 
religious groups, Judgment 
Day is coming this Saturday, 
May 21, 2011 — for the 
punctual among us, at 6 
p.m. EST. (Yes, really.) 

While the End of Days itself 
won’t come for another five 
months — October 21, to 
be precise — our old pals 

LAWRENCE WELKS & OUR BEAR 

to cross aren’t taking any 
chances. To curry favor with 
the Big Fella during the 
Rapture, they're throwing a 
rowdy experimental show in 
hopes of staving off eternal 
damnation. The lineup 
features caring babies (clearly 
going to Heaven), son of 
salami (Hell, definitely), toby 
aronson (could go either 
way), and LW&0B2X (oh, man). 
The show is Saturday, but it’s 
at an underground venue, so 
I can’t really tell you where 
'tis, mon cheri. (Wink, wink.) 
Then again, if the world’s 
gonna end anyway... © 
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But the trials and travails of most lovesick songwriters, antiestablishment punks and punch-drunk country singers seem 
downright quaint compared to the horrors experienced by sierra leone's refugee all stars. The band grew out of refugee 
camps in war-torn West Africa, and its members have lived through unimaginable atrocities. They could be forgiven for 
dwelling on sadness — but their music does quite the opposite. SLRAS’s latest record, Rise ft Shine, is a gleeful, 
genre-jumping celebration of the power of the human spirit to overcome the longest odds. And they would know. 
Catch them this Saturday, May 24, at the Higher Ground Showcase Lounge. 
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The Aztext, Who 
Cares if We’re Dope? 
Vol.3 

(ELEVATED PRESS RECORDS, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

To the floods and flower buds of spring, 
Vermont hip-hop trio the Aztext 
emerge from the studio with the third 
volume of their serially released Who 
Cares If We’re Dope? A five-track 
installment of a four-EP project that 
began with December’s Vol. 1 and 
continued with an early 2011 sequel 
Vol. 2, Who Cares If We’re Dope? Vol. 3 
channels all the buzz and energy of a 
thawed-out Green Mountain State. 

Produced by Romanian beatmaker 
XPL, Vol. 3 is a departure from 
the futurist soundscapes of the 
second installment — produced 
by Touchphonics, of VT expats 
the Loyalists — and the sometimes 
frenetically paced Vol. I — produced 
by E-Train, also of the Loyalists. The 
soulful samples and funky beats of this 
latest episode provide a comfy nest into 
which MCs Pro and Learie lay their 

And it’s on the highest branches of 
the hip-hop tree that the Aztext do their 
thing. A single line from opening track 
“Ol‘ Slcool” sums up the group’s high 
road and wistfully truthful approach 
to their music: “Hate-rap / With every 
new Kanye track / it only gets worse / 
got me dreaming of an ADAT.” 

Vol. 3 conveys a yearning for the purer, 
more innocent days of hip-hop before 
corporate greed capitalized on — and 
then force-fed us — the bombast and 
self-aggrandizement that characterizes 
so much of the genre’s mainstream 

The past, present and future become 
thematic fodder for the cleverly 
conceptualized “Down the Road (Part 
1),” in which the speaker has a chance 
encounter with an aged version of 


himself and must decide whether 
or not to find out how his life ends 
up. In a cool twist worthy of a Focus 
Feature film, the concept is reprised 
on “Down the Road (Part 2)," only this 
time told from the point of view of the 
aged rapper. The sci-fi slant of the two 
tunes does not overshadow a well- 
delivered insistence that we embrace 
the uncertainty of the present and 
future and do what we love, regardless 
of possible outcomes. 

The solid but underwhelming 
“Break It Down” features guest rapper 
Skilltester Stabbone and unfortunately 
relegates itself to afterthought 
status. The hook is forgettable, the 
repetitive string-sound sample more 
sleep inducing than groove setting. 

It’s a testament to the strength of 
the other four tracks that this one so 
underperforms. 

“Nothing I Say,” featuring guest 
rapper Memms, shows off the Aztext’s 
sensitive side. A love song of sorts, the 
ballad impresses with its attention to 
melody, both in the hook and the verses, 
which are more sung than spat. MCs 
who can hit notes (and harmonize)? 
Dope, indeed. 

The Aztext perform their first live 
show in almost a year on Thursday, May 
19, at Club Metronome in Burlington. 

BEN HARDY 

Villanelles, 

Kiss My Grits 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

With their latest EP, Kiss My Grits, 
Burlington’s Villanelles aimed to get 
the rock out, as bassist Evan Borden ^ 
told Seven Days last month. Makes 
sense, too. Who wouldn’t like a 
break after an eponymous debut that 
channeled comparatively mellow styles 
ranging from psychedelic art rock to 
shimmering pop? 

Here they simply rock, delivering 
something like pop-punk for 
grown-ups. Or rather, pop-punk for 
twentysomethings weaned on Blink 
182 and Green Day who have outgrown 
those bands but still haven't grown up, 
per se. Villanelles still worry about most 
of the same things they presumably 
did when they were 16 — mainly, girl 
troubles — but now their sound is 
peppered with the confusion of mid- 
twenties, postcollege life. It comes out 
in the oft-nervous energy that bounces 
through their music. Rather than fret 
over paltry details such as The Future, 
however, they do the right thing: cover 


themselves in grits and kick out the 

"Cereal Killer Whale” opens the 
disc like a more vicious version of 
“Summertime Hit,” the lead cut from 
the band's debut. The hook at the 
chorus beckons you to sing it for days 
when lead man Tristan Baribeau 
coos, “She ate me for breakfast.” The 
rollicking riff comes on like the Sonics 
all hopped up on energy drinks. Great 
hooks are quickly becoming this band’s 
stock-in-trade, and Baribeau can’t help 
but “ooh-ah” himself to high hallelujah 
a few times on this one. It's hardly the 
last time. 

Villanelles keep that rambunctious 
mood through the next two songs. 
Keyboardist Zane Gundersen gets 
ample time to pound his keys on “See 
You at Eight.” “Kiss My Grits” offers a 
jerky little riff and attempts to pound it 
into your brain in a white-boy boogie — 
and a good one at that. 

“Parking Lot” presents a brief 
change of pace with ballad-ish chord 
picking at the start. For a moment, the 
boys sound a bit serious. Then they 
really — like, really — rock out. Halfway 
through the song Baribeau unleashes 
one honey of a power riff while 



on the crash cymbal. It was this riff 
that had me playing the song over and 
over again, and not just because I was 
reviewing the album. 

Admittedly, Kiss My Grits isn't 
Villanelles’ most memorable stuff, but 
it's not supposed to be. Rather, it sounds 
exactly like what it is: a short and sweet 
interlude between their proper debut 
and sophomore outing. It’s a pleasure 
to hear the band become newfangled 
advocates for rock. They, like many 
others, know it will never steer you 
wrong. 

Villanelles play Manhattan Pizza & 
Pub in Burlington this Saturday, May 21, 
with Furiosity and Hello Shark. 

HENRY SOULE 
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U he jug-band-meets-punk-rock 
sound is alluring and wild 
like an untamed bull: powerful, 
reckless and beautiful. J j 



Paul Asbell 

7:30 PM 

Friday May 2 7 


$ 1 5 General Admission 



Healthy volunteers needed for a 
UVM Research Study on effects 
of commonly used medications. 


This study is being conducted to learn about 
how individual differences in demographic 
and biological factors may influence the 
effects of commonly-used medications on 
mood and medication preference. 

Participation involves: 

• Brief (20-min.) visits, 3-4 times/week, 

■ Taking capsules at each visit 

■ Completing questionnaires at 
and following each visit 

Compensation of up to $1,090. 

Call 656-8887. 
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Lovely Lady Hailed by tht 

Boston Globe as “a true successor to Ella Fitzgerald, 
Sarah Vaughan and Carmen McRae,” Roberta gambarini 
is among the fastest-rising young vocalists in jazz. 
Her 2006 debut. Easy to Love, turned plenty of 
heads. But her latest record, So in Love, placed her at 
the forefront of a new generation of singers, as she 
exhibited incomparable chops, classic tone, and a 
natural gift for improvisation and scatting. The record 
also nabbed a Grammy nomination. On Saturday, June 
11, Gambarini appears at the Flynn MainStage along 
with the rov hargrove quintet as part of the 2011 
Burlington Discover Jazz Festival. 


TUE.24 


CLUB METRONOME: Bass Culture 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE: Sierra Leone's Refugee 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Cody 
MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Vapc 
MONKEY HOUSE: Speakin (poetr 


regional 

MONOPOLE: Shameless Stra; 

TABU CAFE & NIGHTCLUB: Al 




PARIMA Mi 


SUN. 22 


CLUB METRONOME: Black to the 
HIGHER GROUND BALU100M: 


central 

CHARLIE O'S: Karaoke 
LANGOON STREET CA 


champlain valley 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Monster 


WED. 25 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Rewind with DJ Craig 



CLUB METRONOME: DJ OH-J Freshhh 





HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: The 



LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Paul 



(hip-hop). 9 p.m.. Free/$5. 18+ 

MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open Mic 






RED SQUARE: DJ CreB (hip-hop), 



central 

CHARLIE O'S: Don & Jen (folk). 8 p m.. 



champlain valley 



regional 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic. B p.m. Free. ( 
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. MD Cosmetics 

Medical Spa 


MD Cosmetic Laser & Botox and starting June i a a new 
has a BRAND NEW LOOK! state of the art Medical spa. 



From The MGM Vaults! 


CLASSIC MOVIES AND 
VINTAGE TV! 


Complete program listings 
available at 


this 


VT-NY.NH 




WPTZ Digital Channel: 5-2 * Burlington Telecom: 305 
Time Warner: 854 * Charter: 296 * Comcast: 169 


What do you think about 
second-hand smoke? 

Tell us, and we’ll 
pay you $75 in cash. 


We're conducting a research project for the Vermont Department 
of Health and want to hear your thoughts about second-hand 
smoke. Do you think second-hand smoke is harmful? Are you 
In favor of restrictions on smoking in public? We want to know! 
Join us for a 90 minute, round-table discussion (focus group) 
and share your opinion! We want to talk to... 

Smokers and 
non-smokers 


Get $75 cash for participation, 
plus a $25 bonus if you refer an eligible friend. 


Call 802-846-3456 or email 

burlingtonvtresearch@gmail.com to learn more and sign up. 





Extended Play 

Keith Johnson, PHOTOSTOP Gallery 

I n a corner of the PHOTOSTOP 
Gallery, three photographs of tur- 
bulent gray sky are printed almost 
edge to edge on a broad white 
background. In the first frame, a Delta 
passenger jet flies toward the left side 
of the image, jet trails billowing behind 
it. The trails extend, disjointed, through 
the center and right frames, suggesting 
the plane’s movement as well as its ab- 
sence. Austere and sequential, the work 
reframes an utterly common occur- 
rence as a narrative event with visual 
and emotional resonance. It is quietly, 
beautifully elegiac. 

The work, “Disturbed Air,” is one 
of 17 photographic pieces by Keith 
Johnson that are currently on view at 
the White River Junction gallery. The 
Connecticut-based artist studied with 
photography legends Aaron Siskind 
and Harry Callahan at the Rhode Island 
School of Design in the 1970s, and he 
has been teaching, working and exhibit- 
ing photographs ever since. 

Johnson’s works at PHOTOSTOP 
could be thought of as miniexhibitions. 

In each picture, between three and 25 
neatly arranged images hover in math- 
ematically precise grids on clean, white 
backgrounds. The images relate like 
works in series — for example, multiple 
frames of turquoise pond water, or roil- 
ing clouds in a stormy sky. The title of 
Johnson’s exhibition, "The Photograph: 

Extended,” refers to images placed in 
sequence, as in the grids seen here, or 
in film. He writes in his artist's state- 
ment, “Extended imagery is similar to 
what a poet might do when combining 
paragraphs, or a filmmaker does when 
splicing film into a montage ... Some- 
times extended viewing of a visual idea 
would reveal not only the idea but, ad- 
ditionally, [changes in] time, light, color 
and comparison.” 

Gallery owner Lia Rothstein points 
out that Johnson’s lens seems particular- 
ly focused on changes at the intersection 
of the natural and manmade worlds. In 
“Plano Pool v 2.0,” three photographs of a 
section of a brilliant aqua swimming pool 
at first seem identical. With careful ob- 
servation, it's clear the photographs are 
cropped slightly differently, and that the 
trio illustrates a breeze traveling across 



THE IMAGES RELATE LIKE WORKS IN SERIES - 

FOR EXAMPLE, MULTIPLE FRAMES OF TURQUOISE POND WATER, 
OR ROILING CLOUDS IN A STORMY SKY. 
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the surface of the water. In the first 
frame, the water's surface is wavy and 
crystalline; in the second, it looks like 
lightly frosted glass. In the last, the pool’s 
surface has a matte patch, as though 
ruffled by a gust of 
air. Johnson’s rep- 
etitious technique 
draws the eye to 
subtle differences 
in the frames and to the effect of the en- 
vironment on the subject, as well as im- 
plying the passage of time. 

In his “Found Alphabets — Lost Lan- 
guages Series,” Johnson’s gift for see- 
ing pattern is put to use in exploring 
“found” language. In “Cuneiformulaic,” 
he photographed white symbols spray- 
painted on a black asphalt surface. The 
artist captured each mark sequentially, 
as he found it, and arranged them left to 
right, top to bottom, in the same order 
in his grid. Taken together, the 16 frames 
progress from painterly diamond shapes 
with lines through them to uncrossed 
diamond shapes, before ending with a 
diffuse diamond shape that seems swept 
over, nearly erased. The forms are rec- 
ognizable as a language — a series of 
symbols understood to mean something 
— yet their meaning is hidden from the 
viewer. The simultaneous clarity and 
mystery of the figures underscores the 
human desire to assign meaning to sym- 
bols, to know and communicate. 

Johnson’s often-restrained palette 
and linear format may feel repetitive or 
demanding to some viewers, as these 
works require them to look closely. But, 
with thoughtful attention, Johnson’s 
works unfold in surprising and complex 
ways. “Extending” these photographs 
gives viewers a unique glimpse into the 
process and vision of the photographer. 
Johnson writes, “The viewer is given a 
bunch of picture ideas ... just as I had 
when I made the pictures.” He creates 
a multiplicity of storylines, and viewers 
can choose their own adventure. 

AMY RAHN 
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Conscientious Comics 


T he cluttered walls of artist Phil 
Godenschwager's Randolph stu- 
dio tell a story. Amid the knick- 
knacks and photographs is the first 
paint-spattered palette he used as a child, his 
framed 1969 draft card, and one of his college 
drawings: a visual record of 1970, the year he 
graduated from Ohio University. 

This layering of Godenschwager’s per- 
sonal history is merely incidental on his 
studio walls — the result of 12 years work- 
ing there. But, in his drawings, sculpture 
and stained-glass pieces, it’s a concept the 
62-year-old artist has been developing for 
decades, giving common threads to a career 
whose diversity is indicated by the title of 
his current retrospective, “Scattered Art," at 
Randolph’s Korongo Gallery. 

Influenced by the comic books and Sunday 
funnies he devoured as a child, Godenschwa- 
ger depicts political conflicts with playful 
cartoons, but "rather than do a comic book, I 
put the whole thing on one page,’’ he explains. 
His drawing "Vermont Memory Map,” for ex- 
ample, is as busy as his studio walls. Tape mea- 
sures, trains and trumpets, all of Which have 
faces, fly around a pinball machine shaped like 
Vermont Godenschwager seems to be rep- 
resenting 30 years in his adopted home state 

Well known in Vermont for his stained 
glass, Godenschwager made the windows 
for Randolph’s Vermont Veterans’ Cemetery 
Chapel and was recently commissioned to 
create a commemorative window for the 
renovated Chandler Center for the Arts in 
the same town. He teaches stained-glass 
classes at the White River Craft Center Stu- 


dios and an architectural 
drafting course at Vermont 
Technical College. 

The son of a military 
officer, Godenschwager 
grew up all over the world. 
He started drawing before 
he could walk, he says. He 
learned to paint in the Phil- 
ippines at age 8 and spent 
time during high school in 
Athens, Greece, drawing 
from life on the steps of the 
Acropolis. 

Godenschwager’s fam- 
ily believed 
he’d follow in 
the footsteps of 
his father, a 30- 
year army offi- 
cer who served 

But, by the time 
he got to Ohio 
University, he 
had made up 
his mind to pur- 

schwager joined 



GODENSCHWAGER'S “CHARACTERS' 


work. In the spring of 1970, 
when student riots at Ohio 
University grew out of control 
in response to the Kent State 
shootings, Godenschwager 
and his classmates were sent 
home without a commence- 
ment ceremony. “Tve never 
forgiven them for that,” he 
says. “A lot of my work is still 
informed by that time.” 

The influence is clear in 
a mixed-media sculpture in 
the entryway to Godenschwa- 
ger's studio, 
a response to 
September II, 
2001, called “It 
Just So Hap- 
pened, That 
Day, the Whole 
World Was 
Watching.” A 
1960s-era tele- 


er legs, bent and 
painted with 
flames above 


the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) the point where the real towers were struck, 
for two years as a compromise, to “smooth Inside the TV, a crowd of toys — from Mr. Po- 
the ripples in my family,” he says. tato Head to Felix the Cat — reenacts the fa- 

Then came the tumultuous year of 1969. mous photo from Tiananmen Square: a tiny 
Godenschwager left the ROTC and devoted cowboy on a white horse staring down the 
himself to ending the war in Vietnam. The barrel of a toy tank. 

“ripples" in his family returned, big time. His After college, Godenschwager moved to 
father saw the younger Godenschwager’s an- Vermont with a gang of fraternity brothers 
tiwar protesting as an affront to his own life’s and a degree in graphic design. He got a job 


as a carpenter — a fallback position, he says, 
but it synergized with his art “I draw about 
buildings and build about drawing. It’s all the 
same,” says the artist who’s currently build- 
ing an addition on a local friend's house. 

In the '90s, Godenschwager earned an 
MFA in glass sculpture in the inaugural class 
at Vermont College (then of Norwich Uni- 
versity). Today, he considers himself a com- 
mercial artist In his early years, he designed 
packaging for Proctor & Gamble and posters 
for rock concerts. Working for Stockbridge- 
based Advanced Animations in the ’80s, he 
directed the creation of the original 30-foot 
clock tower at FAO Schwarz in New York 

Godenschwager is currently working on 
a “time-out room” for a Boston family, who 
asked him to design a clear-walled pod for the 
backyard into which they can send their young 
son when he acts up. Godenschwager designed 
a tubular structure with Plexiglas walls, a col- 
orfully painted wooden floor and a domed roof. 
He’s drinking of outfitting the pod with a cool 
swivel seat. 

It’s a weird request, Godenschwager 
admits, but “Why not?” he says. It’s not as 
strange as a job he did 10 years ago, when 
a client paid him to carve a miniature rep- 
lica of a Chevrolet Suburban from a block 
of Velveeta cheese — “It was a gag birthday 
gift,” he explains — or die 35-foot kaleido- 
scope, the second largest in the world, that 
he designed and built for a roadside attrac- 
tion in the Catskills. 

These days, Godenschwager rarely has 
time to draw, but when he does, his cartoons 
are as politically charged as ever. His most 
recent drawing, a response to the BP oil spill, 
depicts the Capitol building sinking below 
yellow-green Gulf waters. It’s called “Mis- 
sion Accomplished.” 

Godenschwager points to the old palette 
on the walL “I still use the same colors,” he 
says, referring to the primary hues of Spider- 
man and Archie comics. But his “characters” 
are usually anthropomorphized buildings 
— humble cottages as common-man heroes: 
domed capitols as greedy villains. “I don’t 
like to draw people. I never learned very 
well,” he says. 

He does just fine without them. In his 
drawing “Don’t Forget to Floss,” the Ver- 
mont Statehouse, which has arms and Mick- 
ey Mouse-type white-gloved hands, passes a 
long string of dental floss through its Ionic- 
column teeth. Out come oil rigs, churches 
and skyscrapers. “Government exercising a 
little oral hygeine,” Godenschwager explains. 

All the layers of the artist are there: his 
love of buildings, his playfulness and his 
protestor’s spirit. You get the feeling that, in 
Godenschwager's hands, those little picket- 
ing cottages really could make a difference. 


"Scattered Art' a retrospective by Phil 

June 2. 7 pm. Info. 728-6788. korongogallery. 
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A Multimedia Concert ol Music lor Percussion instruments 
Friday, May 20 at 8 pm 


Brian Johnson 
“Maximum Minimalism 



BRIAN D. COHEN: 'Retrospective," v. 

295-5901. 

CENTRAL VERMONT ART RESOURCE ASSOCIATION 

CHRISTINE HARTMAN: Pointings end mixed-media 
Montpelier City Hall. Info. 229-9416. 

DAISY ROCKWELL: 'Political Animal." acrylic 

DAVID SMITH: Lyrical landscapes by tbe Peacham 
Lobby in Montpelier. Info. 828-0749. 

EMILY JOHANSEN: Here and There," watercolor 

FROM THE GARDEN TO THE FOREST: Paintings of 

and Marcia Hill. Through June 30 at Red Hen 
Bakery & Cafe in Middlesex. Info. 223-3591. 

GLEN HUTCHESON: 'Other Hand Drawings. With 

HARRIET WOOD: For the Love of Paint" new 
Montpelier. Info. 456-8708. 

JENNIFER PERELLIE: Floral works made with 
31 at Big Picture Theater & Cafe in Waitsfield. Info. 


KATRINA MOJZESZ: "Sensitive to Light." 

July 8 at Tunbridge Public Library. Info. 889-9404. 
KEITH JOHNSON: 'The Photograph: Extended.’ 

31 at PHOTOSTOP in White River Junction. Info. 
MARK GOODWIN: 'An Introduction." sculpture 

BigTown Gallery in Rochester. Info, 767-9670. 
PETER HUNTOON & HEATHER COREY: Watercolors 
June 30 at Collective —the Art of Craft in 
PHIL GODENSCHWAGER: "Scattered Art," cartoons. 

Randolph. Info, 728-6788. 

PHYLLIS CHASE: Colorful landscapes and interiors 

Law Center in South Royalton. Info. 831-1106. 

479-7069. 

ROBIN LAHUE: 'Oil and Water Do Mix.' water-based 
oil paintings. Through May 31 at O'Maddi’s Deli & 
Cafe in Northfield. Info. 485-7770. 


'THE ART OF CREATIVE AGING': The Central 

Through June 30 at Kellogg-Hubbard Library in 

cltamplain valley 

BILL RAMAGE: "A Centripetal Photo Project: An 

'FAIRFIELD PORTER RAW: THE CREATIVE PROCESS 
OF AN AMERICAN MASTER': Finished and unfln- 

Museum of Art. Info. 443-6433. 

'HUMAN = LANDSCAPE: AESTHETICS OF A 
CARBON-CONSTRAINED FUTURE': A selection 

Rutland. Info, 775-0356. 

LORI HINRICHSEN: 'Familiar Ground,' monotypes. 



T. J. Cunningham 

T.J. Cunningham hasn’t even hit 25 years 
old, but his paintings have the look of an 
impressionist master. “It almost makes 
you believe in past lives,” an Art House 
gallery assistant said last year of his talent. 
Since then, Cunningham, who grew up in 
Addison, has supported himself through 
commissioned portraits, many of which 
are on display at the same Middlebury 
gallery in a show called “Winterworks” 


'SPIRITS IN THE MATERIAL WORLD’: Work In a 

'SURVIVING TO THRIVING: REALIZATION OF 
ASPIRATIONS. HOPE AND POTENTIAL': Work by 

In Montpelier. Info. 434-4834. 


through June 30. Oh, and the last time he 
had a show there, he used the proceeds 
to buy an engagement ring for his 
fiancee. Swoon. Pictured: a portrait by 
Cunningham. 





Estefania Puerta 

Beautiful losers. Outsiders. Tender souls. 
That’s how Estefania Puerta describes 
the people — and other creatures — she 
depicts in her paintings and drawings. 


by the local artist through June 30 at the Art 
House in Middlebury. Info. 458-0464. 

THE L1PPITT MORGAN': A photographic exhibit 

Middlebury. Info. 388-1639. 


Inspired by her upbringing as a Colombian 
in the U.S., the Burlington artist creates 
a world in which her lonely subjects 
“elicit reverence in their strong poses and 
confident dejection,” she writes in her 
statement As the BCA Center’s newest 


northern 

'BIG IDEAS. SMALL BOOKS': the Book Arts Guild or 

ELLEN WELCH GRANTER: Flight and Light.' paint- 
Art Gallery in Stowe. Info. 253-1818. 


ArtLab resident, Puerta invites the public 
into her studio there to watch her work on 
Saturday afternoons through June 4. You 
can also check out her work in a group 
show called “All Things Must Pass" at 
Burlington’s Speaking Volumes through 
June 6. Pictured: “Ladrones.” 


586-8078. 

JUDY DALES: 'Curves in Motion.' quilted wall 


MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE STUDENT EXHIBITION 

Middlebury College. Info, 433-6433. 

RICHARD HAESSLER & MELISSA O'BRIEN: 

"Other People. Other Places," by O'Brien, through 
May 31 at Abel & Lovely in Charlotte. Info. 

SANDY MAYO: "Square Painting 

Guild. Info, 247-4956. 


'MAGIC CARPETS: THE RUGMAKER'S ART: 


MARC AWODEY: Paintings by the Vermont artist. 


MAY EXHIBIT: Work by jeweler Holly Spier, pastel 

31 at Artist in Residence Cooperative Gallery in 
Enosburg Falls. Info. 933-6403. 


PEG RACINE: Si 

Info. 644-5100. 

STUDENT ART SHOW: Selected works by Stowe 

May 29 at Helen Day Art Center in 5towe. Info. 
STUDENT SHOW: Local art instructor Sally Ziegler 
Fairfax Community Library. Info. 849-2420. 

southern 

TERRY JENOURE & LAUREL HAUSLER: Jenoure 


ESME THOMPSON: ' the Alchemy of Design.' 

Hanover, N.H. Info. 603-646-2808. 

'FLUXUS AND THE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS OF 




PAEORA BRAMHALL: P 

canvas. Through June 10 at AVA Gallery and Art 


THE ART OF WAR': fl 

first time. May 20 through October 20 at Fort 
Ticonderoga, N.Y. Info, S1B-585-6370. ® 


VT is 
Hiring! 

117 

JOBS 


67 

COMPANIES 


11 

PAGES 

H H 

Find a new job in 
the center classifieds 
section and online at 

sevendaysvt.com/jobs 


"I SEVEN DAYS 






movies 







Lawrence. (91 min. PG-13. Palace) 

EVERYTHING MUST GO: Will Ferrell gets serious 

yard sale as his suburban lire rails apart With 
directed. (95 min. R. Roxy) 

THE HANGOVER PART II: Ifyou think a rude 

Phillips directed. (102 min, R. Starts Wednesday 
5/25. Essex. Welden) 

KUNG FU PANDA 2: Kung-fu-fighting panda Po 

(91 min, PG. Starts Thursday 5/26. Welden) 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: ON STRANGER 

is in 3-D where available. With Geoffrey Rush and 
Ian McShane. Rob (Nine) Marshall directed. (137 
min, PG-13. Bijou, Capitol. Essex (3-D), Majestic 

Stowe, Sunset Welden) 

POM WONDERFUL PRESENTS: THE GREATEST 
MOVIE EVER SOLD: The title of the latest documen- 

the process. (90 min. PG-13. Roxy) 


NOW PLAYING 


ratings 


FAST FIVE*** Fast & Furious not fast enough? 




HANNA***l/2 Director Joe Wright who 

assassin. With Cate Blanchett and Jason Flemyng. 

HOODWINKED TOO! HOOD VS. EVIL*l/2 

First-timer Mike Disa directed. (94 min, PG. Essex 
(3-D): ends 5/19) 

I AM***l/2 Tom Shadyac, director of Ace 


AFRICAN CATS*** Big kitties of the savanna 

(Earth) Fothergill and Keith Scholey directed. (89 
min, G. Capitol. Majestic; ends 5/19) 

ATLAS SHRUGGED: PART l***l/2 Director Paul 

star in it, too. With Taylor Schilling Michael O'Keefe 
and Grant Bowler. (97 min, PG-13. Essex; ends 5/19) 
BRIDESMAIDS****l/2 Can a wedding-centric 

and Rose Byrne. (125 min, R. Capitol. Essex 
CERTIFIED COPY**** Juliette Binoche and opera 


JANE EYRE**** Mia Wasikowska plays the 

JUMPING THE BROOM*** In our First wedding- 

With Angela Bassett Paula Patton. Laz Alonso 
and Loretta Devine. Salim Akil directed. (108 min, 
PG-13. Essex. Majestic; ends 5/19) 

PAUL*** The British comedy team of Nick Frost and 

(Adventure/and) Mottola directs. (100 min. R. Sunset) 


(87 min PG-13. Essex |3-D(. Majestic Palace. Paramount) 
PR0M**l/2 Disney offers the interrelated stories 

Nixon. (103 min. PG. Essex. Majestic. Palace. Welden) 


Pirates of the Caribbean Films) Verbinski. With the 
Stephen Root. (107 min, PG. SL Albans. Sunset) 

Essex (3-D). Majestic |3-D). Palace. Sunset. Welden) 



Essex Shoppes & Cinema: 878-2788 I 24 Main St, Downtown Winooski: 655-4888 I Takeout -BYOB 

Mon-Sat 11 :30am-9;00pm 5un12-7pm Mon-Sat 11 :30am-2:30pm / 5-10 pm ClosedSun I menu:sevennightsvt,c 
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Critical warning signs: 

Threatening suicide, writing 
about suicide, or looking for 
ways to kill oneself. 


CENTER FOR 


ASK. LISTEN. GET HELP. 


Health© 

Learning 



UMatterUCanGetHelp.com 

Vermont Youth Suicide Prevention 
For crisis intervention: 

Call 2-1-1 in VT or 1.800.273.8255 


ReMODELING? 
FREE PICK-UP! 


ReBUILD Building Material Store offers FREE pick-up in Chittenden 
County and the greater Barre area of the following quality used items: 



• Prehung Doors 

• Windows 

• Casement 

• Thermal Pane 

• Sinks with Working Faucets 

• Kitchen Cabinets 

• Bathroom Vanities 

• Wood Stoves 

• Quality Used Lumber 
(100 linear feet or more) 


To schedule a pick-up in Chittenden County, call 802.658.4143 x19 
To schedule a pick-up in the greater Barre area, call 802.477.7800 


:e) build 


A Program ol RcSOURCE 


ReBUILD Burlington 
366 Pine St., Burlington 
802.646.401 5 


ReBUILD Barre 
28 Granite St., Barre 
602.477.7800 


ReSOURCE Is a registered non-profit 501 (c)(3). Donations are tax deductable. 






= MOVIE CUPS = 



THE ROXY CINEMAS 


MOVIE quiz 


MERRILLTHEATRES.NET 


A PIECE OF THE ACTION Time once again 

for the version of our game in which we freeze an action-packed 
frame from a well-known film and extract a pivotal, puzzle-shaped 
piece from the picture. Your job, as always, is to come up with the 
name of the movie anyway... 


TITLE 



The DaVi nci 

Science & Arts Day Camps 

Experience 


^ 

NEW in Burlington for ages 5-13 


CRIME LAB June 27-July 1st 


LIGHTNING, LAVA & LANDSLIDES 7/11-15 

FMI visit our website: www.davinciexperience.com/vermont.html 

Call Camp Director Rebecca Walter- Proulx, (614)551-1102 


at yourself to 
nething special 

nido 


802. 881.0068 • nido’ 
209 College St., Suitt 
Burlington. Vermont 


m 


SPIELPALAST 

CABARET 

Cciitcis AiHliU i iiini 
til City I till 

% 13 - 15 , 2o & 21, 

20-28 8pm 
: : Scandalous Shows : : 

Aay 1 5, flpm Aay 21, 1 1pm 
< I Aay 28, flpm 
Cocktalk & Prr-Show Performance 
One Hour Prior To Show Time 


SEVEN DAYS 


we're still 

free! 

(thanks to our awesome advertisers.) 


Ticket: ITynn box Office 8o2.80flynr 
flynntlx.org 

spielpalastoabareLcrs 

Leave The Kick At Home 


Did you know your insurance 
covers Naturopathic Medicine? 
IT DOES! 

Naturopathic Specialist/ 

Primary Care and Acupuncture 
with a special focus on: 


Insurance Accepted - see website for details 


cH'c 



Champlain Wellness Center 

Comprehensive Alternative Family Healthcare Dr. Michael stadonane 
67 Lincoln St. • Essex Jet., VT 05452 Naturopathic Physician 

(802)879-5255 - www.chaitgjlainweUness.can Licensed Acupuncturisi 




BUILD YOUR OWN 
RAIN BARREL! 


ReSOURCE, in partnership with 
the Vermont Department of 
Environmental Conservation, 
will be hosting “build your own 
rain barrel” workshops. 

Workshop cost: S60.00 

Include stormwater education, 
rain barrel component materials, 
and an installation guide. 

Workshops will be held on the 
following dates at ReBUILD: 


• Saturday, July 23 
11:00AM -1:00PM 


Please email rainbarrels@resourcevt.org or 
call Colleen at 802.658.41 43 x27 to register. 


I ^\r^iinn ReBUILD Burlington 

G J 3 U1LD 366 Pine St., Burlington 

7 |ram of RESOURCE 802.845.4015 




= NEWS QUIRKS by roland sweet 


Curses, Foiled Again 

The Los Angeles County sheriff’s 
department solved a 2004 murder case 
after homicide investigator Kevin Lloyd 
recognized the crime depicted in a tat- 
too on the chest of Anthony Garcia, 25. 
The 30-year department veteran had 
been at the scene of the liquor store 
slaying and remembered the details 
when he spotted Garcia's elaborate tat- 
too while reviewing snapshots of gang 
members' markings. Deputies arrested 
Garcia and put him in a cell with an 
undercover detective posing as suspect. 
Garcia soon began bragging about the 
liquor store killing, which the under- 
cover detective dutifully recorded and 
played at Garcia’s trial. "Think about 
it,” Capt. Mike Parker said after Garcia's 
conviction. “He tattooed his confession 
on his chest.” (Los Angeles Times) 
Atlanta police responding to a 3 a.m. 
break-in at a middle school quickly 
nabbed one suspect, but the other ran 
away. As an officer gave chase, the man 
grabbed a fire extinguisher and tried to 
discharge it at the officer but ran smack 
into a wall. He was treated for a head 
injury, and police took both suspects 
into custody. (Atlanta’s WSB-TV) 

Off the Record 

Requests seeking public documents 
from Mike Huckabee’s 12 years as gov- 
ernor of Arkansas brought a response 
from current Gov. Mike Beebe’s chief 
legal counsel, Tim Gauger, that “for- 
mer Governor Huckabee did not leave 
behind any hard-copies of the types 
of documents you seek. Moreover, at 
that time, all of the computers used by 
former Governor Huckabee and his 
staff had already been removed from 
the office and, as we understand it, the 
hard-drives in those computers had 
already been ‘cleaned’ and physically 
destroyed.” Huckabee and his aides 
have also blocked access to videotapes 
of his sermons as a Southern Bap- 
tist minister. An official at one of the 
churches he led said that much of the 
archival material pertaining to Hucka- 
bee’s tenure had been destroyed. Some 
of Huckabee's gubernatorial papers do 
exist and are in the hands of Ouachita 
Baptist University, which indicated the 
records wouldn’t be accessible until 
after the 2012 presidential campaign. 
(Mother Jones) 

Ready to Rumble 

When a 73-year-old school crossing 
guard in Lansing, Mich., tried to break 
up a fight between a 6-year-old boy and 
his 7-year-old classmate, the parents 
of the 6-year-old attacked him. James 
Thompson wound up with a broken 
tooth, and police charged Shareka 
McKinney, 29, and Darell Livingston, 
26, with assault and battery and con- 
tributing to the delinquency of a minor. 
Before Thompson stepped in, the 


6-year-old threw a punch that knocked 
the other boy to the ground. (Lansing 
State Journal) 

Friends Indeed 

After driving a friend to a pharmacy in 
Mountain View, Calif., to pick up her 
prescription for painkillers, a husband 
and wife demanded the 50-year-old 
woman hand over the drugs. When she 
refused, according to police official Liz 
Wylie, the wife, who was riding in the 
front seat with her husband driving, 
reached back, stole $160 from the vic- 
tim’s purse, took the bottle containing 
about 90 oxycodone pills and punched 
her three times in the face. When the 
victim tried to phone for help, the 
husband took her cellphone. The wife 
then threw the victim’s dog out the win- 
dow, and the husband shoved the victim 
out of the moving car. “We know who 
the suspects are,” Wylie said. “I think 
they’ve been friends for years.” (Palo 
Alto Daily News) 

Occupational Hazard 

Human cannonball Matt Cranch, 23, 
was shot 50 feet into the air as part 
of Scott May's Daredevil Stunt Show, 
which was performing at England's 
Kent County Showground, but the can- 
non’s recoil caused the safety net to col- 
lapse. Cranch hit the ground headfirst, 
according to witnesses, and died at the 
hospital. (Britain’s Daily Mail) 

End of an Era 

The Florida House voted to repeal the 
state’s “potty parity” law, which was 
enacted in 1992 after women com- 
plained of long lines at restrooms at 
football games. The law mandated a 
male-to-female toilet ratio in public 
buildings. A staff analysis leading to the 
provision’s repeal found that including 
the International Plumbing Code into 
Florida’s Building Code provides a bet- 
ter standard based on overall building 
occupancy. (Associated Press) 

Don’t Have a Cow, Man 

A man wearing a cow costume stole 26 
gallons of milk, retail value $92, from a 
Walmart store in Stafford County, Va. 

He was observed crawling out of the 
store, imitating a cow. Witnesses said 
the man handed the milk to passersby, 
then rose up on two feet and was last 
seen “skipping down the sidewalk,” ac- 
cording to sheriff’s official Bill Kennedy. 
A deputy responding to a call of a dis- 
turbance at a nearby McDonald's spot- 
ted a man, not wearing a cow suit, who 
seemed to match the thief’s description. 
The deputy found a cow suit in the 
man’s car and charged Jonathan Payton, 
18, with a misdemeanor. "I suspect it 
was a prank that went too far,” Kennedy 
said. “It would have been funny if he 
hadn't taken the milk.” (Manassas News 
ft Messenger) 



the landscapes he painted, French 
artist Claude Monet used to work 
outside in all kinds of weather. 
When I look at masterpieces like 
“Snow at ArgenteuiT or “The 
Magpie, Snow Effect, Outskirts 
of Honfleur,” I like to imagine 


that he barely e 
bitter chill. I bet you’ll be able 
to achieve a similar intensity of 
focus in the coming week, Taurus. 

You could be so thoroughly 
absorbed in an act of creation or a 
ritual of transition or an attempt 
at transformation that you will 
be virtually exempt from any 
discomfort or inconvenience that 
might be involved. 


ARIES (March 21-April 19): Today I received 
this email: “Dear Chosen One: My name is 
Boopsky, also known as The Impossible. 1 1 rule 
a smal I kingdom that exists in a secret place — 
an island with abundant riches and rhinoceros 
playgrounds. To make a long story short, you 
have won our ’naked' lottery. Please come visit 


to see infrared light with your naked eye or to 
detect the ultrasonic sounds that only dogs 
can hear. With this virtual superpower at your 
disposal, you just may be able to figure out 
how people's unspoken feelings have been 
covertly affecting your destiny. You will intuit 
lucid inklings about the probable future that 
will help you adjust your decisions. You might 
even tune in to certain secrets that your own 
unconscious mind has been hiding from you. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Devilish laugh- 
ter revels in chaos, says Loyola University 
philosophy professor John Clark: “It's an as- 
sault on excessive order, authority and seri- 
ousness." Angelic laughter, on the other hand, 
“expresses delight in the wondrousness of life 
and in the mystery of the order and fitness of 
things." I’d like to suggest, Cancerian, that the 
time Is ripe for you to revel equally in the dev- 
ilish and the angelic varieties of laughter. So 
get out there and seek funny experiences that 
dissolve your fixations and celebrate your life's 
crazy beauty. The healing that results could be 
spectacular. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Last year a group of 
wealthy Germans asked their government to 
require them to pay higher taxes. “We have 
more money than we need said the 44 multi- 
millionaires. They wanted to help alleviate the 
ravages of poverty and unemployment I urge 
you to make a comparable move, Leo. In what 
part of your life do you have more abundance 
than most people? Are there practical ways 


LIBRA (Sept 23-0ct 22): V 


60 feet. At that time, the adjoining forests 
earn their name — varzea. a Portuguese 
word meaning “flooded forests.” The river’s 
fish wander far and wide, venturing into the 
expanded territory to eat fruit from the trees. 
In the coming weeks, Libra, I imagine you’ll be 
like those fish: taking advantage of the oppor- 
tunities provided by a natural windfall. 

SCORPIO (OcL 23-Nov. 21): Provocative 
new influences are headed your way from a 
distance. Meanwhile, familiar influences that 
are close at hand are about to burst forth 
with fresh offerings. Its likely that both the 
faraway and nearby phenomena will arrive on 
the scene at around the same time and with a 
similar intensity. Try not to get Into a situation 
where they will compete with or oppose each 
other. Your best bet will be to put them both 
into play in ways that allow them to comple- 
ment each other. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Are 
you desperate for more companionship? 
Have your night dreams been crammed with 
soulful exchanges? Are you prowling around 
like a lusty panther, fantasizing about every 
candidate who's even remotely appealing? If 
so, I have some advice from the poet Rumi: 
“Your task is not to seek for love, but merely 


but not in such abundance that they taint the 
experience. This week, Capricorn, you may be 
unusually tuned in to the unpalatable side of 
some good things in your life. Don't overreact. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): I went to a 
literary event in which young poets read their 
work. One poet, Shelby Hinte. began her seg- 
ment by talking about what inspires her. “I like 
to write about women who are more interest- 
ing than me,“ she said. I was full of admiration 
for that perspective. It suggests she's cultivat- 
ing the abundant curiosity and humility that 
I think are essential to the creative process. 
As you slip deeper into an extra fertile phase 
of your personal cycle, Aquarius, I urge you to 
adopt a similar voracity for influences that 
surprise and fascinate and educate you. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): “Any suffi- 
ciently advanced technology is indistinguish- 
able from magic,' said science fiction writer 
Arthur C. Clarke. So in other words, if you were 
able to time-travel back to medieval England 
with a laptop computer and a solar-powered 
battery charger, the natives might regard you 
as a wizard with supernatural powers. I think 
there will soon be a similar principle at work 
In your life. Pisces: You will get a vivid glimpse 
of amazing things you could accomplish in g 
the future. They may seem fantastic and g 
impossible to the person you are right now — w 
tantamount to magic. Be alert for expanded 3 
states of awareness that reveal who you could ° 
ultimately become. © 
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Bill the Cockroach 


HENRY GUSTAVSON 
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RED MEAT 

ordure polishing chamois 

mqx' “ cannon 

It's going to keep me awake all night if 1 
that played the janitor on "Best Buddies!' 1 

There was no “janitor" character on that 
show. Ted. You're thinking of that other 
show...what was it called? Oh, dam it! 

That kind ot compounding of perplexity 
might fly in the daily comic strips...but I'm 
afraid 1 can't let that one slide here, babe. 
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FERSoIWUS 



W5IVKN Aefiku^MEW 

THOUGHTFUL AND EASYGOING 

travel with. JilIC 28. 8 >121037 


VERMONTY JERSEY GIRL 

laugh BrghtEyes84. 26 8 >106196 
LOVELY. FUNNY. CUTE. GOOD FOOD! 

lovelylady37. 37. 8. >121020 
ROCK STAR GARDEN GIRL 


EVERY DAY'S A NEW DAY 

chs!akers2004. SI. P. 8. >110661 

INTELLIGENT. WARM, HUMOROUS 
COMFY WOMAN 


For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


new lire with, openbook, 51. >120978 
JANE EYRE MEETS RHIANNON 




I. >120948 


GOOD COMPANY 

music, malchanson. 46. 8. >120958 

Women .wowbi 

AS AN ARROW FLIES 

to being one. Bleu. 39. 8. >120829 




CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 


All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 
this person online. 


NoT olM IHi 'IMeT? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the nice folks 
above by calling: 


SPORTY. POSITIVE, KINO. CARING 


freetobeme23. 23. Cl. 8, >120810 


INTROSPECTIVE AFFECTIONATE QUEER 
SEEKS LAUGHTER 

things. Botrychium. 35. 8. >120173 


COULD BE YOUR SUNSHINE 


MEN Aeek^WSMEN 

VT JOURNEY 

joumey!05Z 48. 8. >121054 


HOME GROWN ADVENTURER 

adventure: South Pole. I have the 

next one gllbearOl. SO 8. >115882 
LAID BACK. FUNNY. SARCASTIC 


SEEK YOUR TRUE SELF 

of yourself, be.stlll. 27. 8. >114810 


ENTERTAINING 

choice, mitomista, 27. 8. >121027 


LAUGH, EAT. DANCE. LIVE 

around? SpiritGuide, 32 8. >121023 
ACTIVE NICE GUY 

Want to go? hanzbrix, 29. 8. >114776 
LOVE LESS NOT FADE AWAY 


WILLING 

we can chat. Joevt57 24. >120907 
l‘M A GAY CD 

me asap. tiffanyannl950. 60. >120850 
IN FIVE WORDS OR LESS? 


pRSFili oF 1NE WEEK: 

WoTvlLM 

EXPRESSIVE, HOPEFUL, WORK IN PROGRESS 

I am a farm girl, a dance party queen, a daydreamer, a 
provider of raucous laughter, very silly and empathetic 
almost to a fault. Looking for someone to have ridiculous 
adventures with, but who also knows that sometimes 
it's okay to stay home and cook food and make out and 
then sleep in late the next morning. RocktheBeet. 26. S, 
#121030 

FROM HER ONLINE PROFILE: What is the one thing that 
you love that everybody else hates? VERY warm weather. 
95 degrees? No problem. 


pursue Revenant 33 8. >121022 
CREATING A LIFE WORTH LIVING 

roads, darlinwelder 67. 8. >105148 


8. 21. >120997 


I DONT ALWAYS POST ADS 

Anotherguyl82. 29. 8 >120992 
GOOFY. INTELLIGENT. CARING GUY 


into the city. Skl802. SO >120397 
I'M DIFFERENT 

mix on the way. him. 43. Cl, 8. >120384 
Bl NOW GAY LATER 

biguy69. 33. Cl. 8. >117616 
ADVENTUROUS MAN SEEKS MATE 

it a try. Scubaman. 36, Cl. 8, >108005 


eagle!120 24. 8 >120990 




PERSoNRtS 


Ajl/ 

* 


W51MEIM &eefaig£? 

SEXUAL EXPLORATION NEEDED! 


HEAVENSANGEL FOR YOU 


Heave nsange!4u, 48. 8 4120934 
WANTING TO PLEASE 


;e. Frisky. 32. 4120921 



REALITY CONQUERS ALL 




Need_A_Change. 43 4120590 
SWEET. GENTLE HEARTED, FUNNY 

TlieGoddessFreya. 49, 8. 4120282 
HUNGRY 


For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 




YOUR SEXY. SULTRY. FLIRTY ADDICTION 

InkedAngel. 29. Cl. 8. 4120649 


Bunnyofsnow. 19. 8. 4119307 
SEEKING OUTDOOR ORGASM 

NEED MORE FUN 

a shoul! !ookn4fun, 22. 4118014 


CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 


NoT oN MS 'NeT? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the kinky folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4568 


me up! tele Jady. 20. 8. 4117923 
BI-GIRL LOOKING FOR FUN 

the connection, dirtygirl, 22. 8, 4117664 

POSITION DESIRED 

farm wife, julial. 55 4115860 

SEXY. NAKED. SUN. SPORTS. HOT TUBS 

Falls. mashelle29. 29. 8. 4109076 


MUCH-TO-LUV REDHEAD 

Okay. I am sooo new to this! If you are 

cheaters!). much2luv. 38. 4101862 


more. skatevt87 23. 8 4120500 
LOOKING FOR FUN 

means nothing, Joevt56, 24, 4120905 
MAN OF MANY TALENTS 

©. samson68. 42. 8. 4120894 
SENSUAL MASCULINITY 


IliEN 


NSA OR FWB 

injoy! sav99303. 49. 8 4120993 


LETS PLEASE ONE ANOTHER 


GOOD LOOKING. TAKING MY TIME 

low_is_the_time. 53. Cl. #120947 


EXTREMELY PASSIONATE AND LONG 
LASTING 

hotness, ticklesgalore. 34. 8. 4120942 


FREE YOUR MIND 

combinations. open_up. 37. 8. 4120713 
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES 

expect same, runtimes. SO. 8. 4120682 




KINK oF 1H§ WEEK: 


IfiEN 


COUGAR BAIT, COME ON 

27 y/o male looking for NSA older, beautiful, delicious 
women to tear into and leave dripping. Please be 
proportionate and highly sexual. Need to hear the screams 
of a mature goddess approaching bliss, s/d/420 friendly. 
Highly oral. HIGHLY, gomez. 27. #121031 

FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: Describe your wildest fantasy. 

My body gets used as an erotic amusement park for all the 
goddesses of the world until it wears out. 


LETS HAVE FUN NOW 


STRONG SEX DRIVE TENDER 

a nice day. maybeyou, 48. 4120874 
I WANT TO LEARN 


2HottiesAndADoctor. 25 8 4120622 




are interested! colrivt, 21. 8. 4120864 
CAN BREATHE THROUGH MY EARS 

tpgether. 420licker 48. 4120855 


OMES 


YOU ONLY LIVE ONCE... 

othersideorus. 30. 8. 4121040 

TWO FOR YOU 

gets ours.DJSNOW.22 


rt. Feeirree. 45, 4120111 


VACATIONLAND KAYAKERS 

vacationland, 33. 8. 4120220 
REAL EXPERIENCED SWINGERS NO 

are required, sexyvtcpl, 33. 8. 4119971 


ToOIMeNSE? 

GO BACKl PAGE 





isPb v 


If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 


CROSSWALK CHEMISTRY 


Thursday. May 12. 2011. Where: 
Woman. Me: Mon. £909004 
YOU: CAB DRIVER 

You: Man. Me: Woman. £909003 
STARBUCKS IN WILLISTON 


CUTEST GRAD EVER! 


You: Woman. Me: Woman. £909002 
PLATO'S CLOSET S/12 


May 12. 2011. Where: Plato's Closet 
You: Woman. Me: Man. £909001 

SHELBURNE 

May 12. 2011. Where: Bus. You: 
Woman. Me: Woman. £909000 

DEB, WHERE ARE YOU? 

Woman. Me: Man. D £908998 
YOU ARE A BEAUTIFUL MAN 

You: Mon. Me: Woman. Cl £908997 
LOVELYLADY 37 FROM BURLINGTON 

You: Woman. Me: Man. £908996 


Thank you for an AMAZING day! It 

with a *K‘! When: Tuesday. May 17. 
lap. You: Man. Me: Woman. £908994 




world. When: Saturday. May 21. 2011. 
You: Woman. Me: Woman. £908995 


BUY-CURI0U8? 

« 

If you’re thinking 
about buying a home, 
see all Vermont 
properties online: 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
homes 


Tonk. You: Woman. Me: Man. £908991 


in. £908990 


YOU l-SPIED MY LISP! 


SIMPLICITY 

You: Man. Me: Woman. £908988 
RE: RICHMOND BEAUTY 

You: Woman. Me: Man. £908987 
RICHMOND BEAUTY 

You: Woman. Me: Man. £908986 
BRIGHT SPOT IN MY DAY 

some time. I'd love to get to know you 
better. When: Sunday, May 1, 2011. 
Where: Claire's (University Mall 


in. £908985 


CHANCES DO COME ALONG 

comer. Coffee? Walk on the boardwalk? 

me : When: Wednesday. May 11. 
Woman. Me: Woman. £908993 

You: Man. Me: Woman. £908992 
BRUNETTE AT HONKY TONK TUESDAY 

You: beautiful brunette at Honky Tonk 


RENEEMH4886 FROM TWO 2 TANGO! 


BOLTON/RICHMOND MAIL LADY 

Monday, May 9. 2011. Where: 
You: Woman. Me: Man. £908983 


You: Woman. Me: Man. £908982 


mistress 

maeve 




1 



Sadly, women (and men) like to gossip about other 
people's relationships — especially when their own 
love lives leave something to be desired. If I were 
you. I would pull that "friend" aside and say, "Hey, I 
heard you were concerned about me being a serial 



As far as your serial-dating status is concerned, 
don't lose sleep over it, but be mindful. Serial 
dating — the act of jumping from one relationship 
to the next, staying single as briefly as possible — 
allows people a happy medium between polyamory 
(having multiple partners at once) and lifelong 
monogamy. However, serial dating can breed both 
a fear of commitment and a fear of being alone 
— what a conundrum! If you find yourself rushing 
into relationships with people you're not gung-ho 


Need advice? 

Email me at mistressSPsevendaysvt.ee 
or share your own advice on my blog at 
sevendaysvt.com/blogs 








